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Engineered Cross-Section in Carpet - Commercial carpet fiber is available
in many different shapes. These cross-section variances directly influence the
long-term performance of a carpet installation. Some cross-sections can
enhance the bulk characteristics, while others offer enhanced performance, soil
hiding and ease of cleaning. Generally speaking the lower the surface area of
the fiber, the better the performance.

A Real Solution? - While solution dyed commercial carpets offer the appeal of
colourfastness and ease of stain removal, they often do not measure up in
colour choices or performance under foot when compared to carpets
constructed of post dyed yarn systems.

Get Corked - Cork flooring has seen an increase in market share because of
design, wearability, and ease of maintenance. This product is available in
various finishes and styles and offers an alternative to better known hard
surface products.

Don’t Come Unglued! - One of the most common failures in flooring is
inadequate product adhesion to the floor. The effects of improper adhesives or
application rates can show up well after occupancy, and be very expensive and
disruptive to resolve. Be sure to specify only manufacturer recommended
adhesives and application rates.
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Laminate Flooring - A number of laminate flooring manufacturers now offer
commercially rated products that can withstand heavy commercial foot-traffic.
Laminate floor products are now available in far more than the traditional wood

plank type patterns.

Warm Up to the Idea - It’s critical for most flooring products to acclimatize
before installation. A good rule of thumb is to have the products on site at
normal room temperature and humidity for 48 hours prior to installation. This
procedure is often overlooked and can result in the need of costly repairs.
Ensure that manufacturer’s standards are met for the floorcovering specified.

Shocked? - With computers, digital phones, fax machines and other electronic
equipment now standard in most work environments, specifiers may be
concerned about the impact of interior finishes on this equipment. In the case
of flooring, look for a carpet that offers integral static protection rather than

one that has been topically treated to reduce static electricity.

What Lies Beneath? - While most commercial flooring applications are on
concrete slab, there will be instances when other underlayments will be
required. Some options include “multi-ply” in 4’ X 4’ panels and “Fibrefloor” in
4’ X 8’ panels. Different floorcoverings will require specific underlayments.

Contact: Gay Woodward, CAE, Executive Director

Email: !i nfo@bcfca. com|

Web: .bcfca.com
When you have a concern or questions about floorcoverings, call our office or
go to our website. Guide specifications are available through our office.

B.C. Floor Covering Association Contacts & Technical Information:

Phone: (604) 689-9928
Fax: (604) 689-2447

COCTA Contacts:

Architectural Woodwork Manufacturers Assoc. of BC Richard Campbell 298-3555
BC Floor Covering Association Gay Woodward 689-9928
BC Ready-Mixed Concrete Association Alex Arthurs 881-2522
BC Sheet Metal Association (SMACNA-BC) Bruce Sychuk 299-4641
BC Wall & Ceiling Association Gregg Lowes 597-7180
Canadian Home Builders Association Doug Penzer 432-7112
Ceramic Tile Contractors & Industry Assoc. of BC Mary Ann Burton 294-6885
Electrical Contractors Association of BC Keith Sashaw 294-4123
Masonry Institute of BC Bill McEwen 291-1458
Master Painters & Decorators Association Barry Law 298-7578
Mechanical Contractors Association of BC Dana Taylor 205-5058
Roofing Contractors Association of BC John Finlay 882-9734
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