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Appendix B: Cost Estimating Guide

The cost of holding competitions has generally tended to
fall in the range of 0.5% to 1.5% of the construction
budget. The expense of holding a competition may be
calculated by assigning costs to the following:

1. General Sponsor Overhead

(a) Time and cost of organizational personnel involved
in running the competition.

2. Professional Advisor

(a) Fee (time Rate, contract fee, etc.)
(b) Expenses (office, travel, hotel, telephones)
(c) Clerical assistance

3. Publicity and Publications

(a) Publicity costs

(b) Publications, printing (Note A)

(c) Mailing (can be contracted)

(d) Printing and mailing questions and answers

4. Jurors and Technical Consultants

(a) Fee or honorarium
(b)Y ‘Travel and subsistence
(c) Communications allowance

5. Exhibit Space for Design
Submissions

(a) Receive designs

(b) Storage space

(c)  Exhibit space (Note B)

(d) Handling expenses

(e) Jury assistance (can be done by students)

6. Prizes

(a) Prize schedule - 1st, 2nd, 3rd
(b) Honorable Mentions

7. Publications of Results

(a) Press kit
(h)  Public exhibit
(c) Competition publication — book or booklet

Note A: Entrants often pay an entrance fee, which can
be applied to some costs. It should be minimal,
only enough to discourage the idly curious, not
to pay for the competition (e.g. $25 to $100).

Note B: Adjustments must be made for a two-stage
competition.



