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Cover Story: Vancouver Convention Centre Expansion Project
            - Unconventional Wisdom

A HIGH
PERFORMANCE
BUILDING:

IT’S

SMART

ON

SO

MANY

LEVELS.

BC Hydro’s High Performance Building Program
is an initiative that encourages developers and
owners of new large buildings to create more
energy-efficient buildings. Are there savings?
Yes, big time. They’re also healthier and more
comfortable to work in, they have a lower
environmental impact and they greatly
enhance the marketability of the building. If
you’re planning to design and build a new large
commercial building, call us right now. If you’re
eligible, we’ll help you with a study to develop an
energy saving design and if there are added costs
to realize the design, we’ll also help cover them.
A High Performance Building - it’s a smart idea
from the ground up.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 604 453 6400
IN THE LOWER MAINLAND,
AND 1 866 453 6400 ELSEWHERE IN B.C.

A08-395
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David Wilkinson MAIBC
AIBC President

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

When it comes to change, architects are a mixed lot. We talk bravely of innovation and of being 
agents of change. But while some of our colleagues are leading innovators and brilliant thinkers, 
most of us are content to reflect the spirit of our times as seen through the eyes of our clients.

As a profession, I think it is fair to say that we are often conservative and wary of change. We 
even press our regulators to invent new rules to prevent change from happening around us. As 
John Kenneth Galbraith once said, “Faced with the choice between changing one’s mind and 
proving there is no need to do so, almost everyone gets busy on the proof.”

This issue of architectureBC celebrates some of the innovative work taking place in our 
architectural community. It covers Victoria’s Dockside Green development, looks at a Canadian 
team’s efforts in an international futuristic housing design competition, examines new planning 
software, reviews an important new book on Canadian sustainable design, and even touches upon 
sustainable rustic homes.

Perhaps just as importantly, this issue reports on change taking place on our professional horizon, 
much of it driven by forces external to our cozy little world of architecture. AIBC Executive 
Director Dorothy Barkley provides a sense of the national scene in her report on the important 
national regulators meetings that occurred in conjunction with the Royal Architectural Institute 
of Canada Festival of Architecture held recently in Fredericton. At the regulators’ meetings, it 
became apparent that the AIBC leads the nation with its flexible assessment of foreign-trained 
professionals, its desire for expedited interprovincial reciprocity, and its international perspective. 

Thomas Lutes, the AIBC’s Director of Professional Conduct & Illegal Practice, astutely assesses 
the implications of the current construction boom and its effects on illegal practice issues. In 
related news, you will also read about rapid membership growth in the AIBC’s categories of 
Building Designer, Residential Designer and Architectural Technologist.

I am also pleased to report that in early August, the AIBC and the RAIC jointly hosted and 
chaired the bi-annual meeting of 14 Pacific Rim economies supporting the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) Architect project in Vancouver. The goal of the project is a credential 
allowing international, independent architectural practice in each and every participating 
jurisdiction, from Mexico to Malaysia and from China to Canada. The Canadian delegation, 
among others, pressed for complete international reciprocity, and committed to bringing the 
Canadian jurisdictions into compliance within months, not years.

Also of note is the first regular meeting of the Canadian Large Firm Round Table to be held in 
Vancouver this October. The CLFRT, similar to its American counterpart, is expected to work 
tirelessly to break down artificial barriers to interprovincial and international practice, and to 
support harmonization of provincial regulations. 

Last but not least, at its summer planning retreat, AIBC Council along with senior staff initiated 
a policy review process aimed at the modernization, clarification and streamlining of all of our 
policies so that we do not get in the way of change.

So, if you are an architect who does not believe we need to change, please get busy on the proof. 
To help keep your facts straight, please visit us online at www.aibc.ca. And if you are not yet 
online, well … it’s time to get connected.

As always, watch this space.

“I put a dollar in one of those change machines … nothing changed.” 
-George Carlin

David Wilkinson MAIBC
AIBC President
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

In late June, AIBC Council President David Wilkinson and I attended a meeting of the Canadian 
architectural licensing authorities, held in Fredericton, New Brunswick in conjunction with the 
Royal Architectural Institute of Canada Festival of Architecture. The gathering, chaired by Gaye 
Kapkin AANB, was extremely successful, as were a full series of additional, related meetings.

Representatives from all provincial jurisdictions as well as the Canadian Architectural 
Certification Board (CABC) were on hand, as were consultants/architects Dale Taylor AAA, 
MAIBC, FRAIC and Anthony Butler BARCH, PP/OAA, FRAIC, Architect (Retired). Of the 
many significant issues discussed, perhaps the most elemental was that of acknowledging a shared 
commitment to maintaining a community of interest through ongoing dialogue.

Coming in the wake of several years of disagreement between jurisdictions, this was most 
reassuring. As the profession and economy become more global, greater agreement on shared 
approaches to regulation and licensing is more essential. Canadian architects increasingly find 
themselves in competition with international practitioners and — with Europe’s open borders 
in particular — the creation of various International regional economic groups. Disparities in 
Canadian regulations can only hamper opportunities for firms and their employees to service new 
clients and projects around the world.

The New Brunswick meeting also provided the first opportunity to hear back from several 
recently-formed task forces, established thanks to an RAIC initiative with Human Resources 
Development Canada. The task forces, populated with representation from across the country, are 
working diligently to finalize their reports for the next national meeting in Ottawa this coming 
October.

Most notable is a task force to address the Canadian Education Standard (CES) in order to 
develop a process that expeditiously and reliably assesses the qualification of foreign-trained 
architects. Taylor facilitated a review of the CES, with a commitment to following up with 
individual provincial regulatory bodies over the coming months. His AIBC meeting has already 
happened. AIBC Registrar Gordon Richards MAIBC, Registration & Licensing Board Chair 
Scott Kemp MAIBC and AIBC Director of Registration & Licensing Jerome Marburg LL.B. 
had already been developing a matrix of skills and knowledge needed by a graduating student to 
prepare for practice entry, which they were able to share (Note: congratulations to Richards who 
was elected Chair of the CACB effective November 2008). The time frame calls for a draft ready 
for discussion at the October meeting.

A second task force is focused on establishing a qualification process based on competency 
rather than credentialing, a direction in which the federal government is strongly leaning. The 
Broadly Experienced Foreign Architect (BEFA) Task Force, with the assistance of Butler, will 
be responsible for fleshing out a national process largely based on the AIBC’s own alternative 
qualification process for foreign-trained architects.

A third working group, the Intern Task Force with representation from the AIBC, Alberta 
Association of Architects (AAA) and Ontario Association of Architects (OAA), has not yet begun 
its work, which will entail reviewing such items as the seemingly lengthy timeframe required for 
intern registrations, the Canadian Experience Record Book (CERB) review structure, Internship 
in Architecture Program (IAP) requirements, and the role and responsibilities of mentors.

Members should be aware that across North America, Intern Architects have increasingly chosen 
to remain interns rather than registering as architects, a cause of alarm within the profession. 
The Intern Task Force will be looking at what may be influencing this trend. The OAA and the 
Quebec Order of Architects (OAQ), with involvement from the AAA, recently introduced the 
Examination for Architects in Canada (ExAC), a “made in Canada” alternative to the US-based 

Task Forces to be Reckoned With

Dorothy D. Barkley
AIBC Executive Director

Dorothy D. Barkley is the AIBC’s 
Executive Director. For questions 
or comments, she can be reached 
at dbarkley@aibc.ca or 
(604) 683-8588, #307.
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National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB). B.C. has chosen to continue to 
require the NCARB examinations for interns at this time.

Yet another national task force reported on the growing issue of multi-discipline/multi-
jurisdiction firms. A national database that will provide a single repository for all Canadian 
architects to register their learning units, hosted by the RAIC, is in the final stages of 
development. Several provinces are already aboard, and AIBC members will begin to utilize this 
on-line service as of July 1, 2009.

Another timely topic that arose at the maritime gathering was that of reciprocity. Given the 
successful introduction of the Trade, Investment & Labour Mobility Agreement (TILMA) 
between British Columbia and Alberta, the AIBC, OAA and OAQ gave voice to a wish for a 
similar agreement between all jurisdictions. It was agreed that the existing reciprocity agreement 
be reviewed. Ironically, it was almost immediately upon our return to Vancouver that provincial 
premiers announced their intention of having such an accord in place by April of 2009. 
Newfoundland will have responsibility for overseeing the architectural profession. 

At the national level, the relationship between the CACB and the provincial/territorial 
associations is being re-established after a couple of years of disconnect. The CACB is currently 
representing Canadian architects on the Canberra Accord, a 2007 agreement to create a 
framework for expedited equivalency as well as a best-practice model. Canada is a signatory to 
the accord, along with Australia, China, Korea and Mexico, the United Kingdom and the United 
States.

Agreement was also reached on a model for regulators to interface with the CACB. Over the last 
several years, regulatory bodies have felt more an observer than a participant in dealings with the 
CACB. This agreement reaffirmed the principal role of provincial jurisdictions at the national 
accreditation and certification level. 

And one more summer summation: since returning from Fredericton, President Wilkinson and 
I attended the Pacific North West Economic Region (PNWER) conference, which brought 
together representatives from Alaska, Alberta, British Columbia, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, 
Saskatchewan, Washington and the Yukon. All are interested in reducing impediments to and 
increasing opportunities for trade within the region. Similarly, we also participated on behalf of 
Canadian regulators in the more recent Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) meetings 
of national regulatory bodies in an effort to create more opportunities for architects through 
international agreements.

As you can see, the work carries on regardless of the season. The AIBC will continue to do what 
it can to remove unnecessary impediments to the ability of its members to practice and thrive in 
this increasingly competitive, global marketplace.

Dorothy D. Barkley
AIBC Executive Director

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
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BUILDING MATERIAL

D-BLAZE® Fire Retardant Treated 

(FRT) wood is a new generation 

construction material for 

weather-protected applications. 

Its extremely low hygroscopic and

corrosive properties make it a 

superior choice for use whenever

FRT wood is required.

D-BLAZE FRT wood is non-blooming

and colorless. It qualifies for use in

accordance with major building

codes and insurance rating bureaus.

Wood treated with D-BLAZE is

paintable, stainable, easy to handle

and workable with common tools. 

In most cases, FRT wood systems

have lower in-place costs than other 

noncombustible-classified materials.

WEST FRASER SALES LTD.

D E P E N D A B L ED E P E N D A B L E
P E R F O R M A N C EP E R F O R M A N C E

D-BLAZE fire-retardant treat-
ed products are backed by a
50-Year Limited Warranty
against structural failure due
to strength loss caused by
high temperature and high
humidity conditions. (See War-
ranty for details.) D-BLAZE
treated products are fire
resistant, durable, non-corro-
sive, non-hygroscopic (AWPA,
type A), non-blooming, paint-
able, stainable, easy to handle
and workable with common
wood working tools.

D-BLAZE treated products
carry an “FR-S” rating under
UL classification, exhibiting a
flame spread and smoke rating
of 25 or less. D-BLAZE FRT
wood meets or exceeds the
guidelines for testing con-
struction materials as set forth
in the new International Build-
ing Code as well as all major
building codes and insurance
rating bureaus. 

T E S T E D  A N DT E S T E D  A N D
A P P R O V E DA P P R O V E D

D-BLAZE products meet or ex-
ceed guidelines established
by the:

• CSA 080.20-97

• CSA 080.27-97

• ULC standard
CAN/ULC-S102

• ULC standard
CAN/ULC-S102.2

• International Code
Congress (ICC) - Legacy
Report 562

• IBC (International Building
Code)

• International Conference of
Building Officials (ICBO)
ES No. 5180

• ASTM D5516

• ASTM D5664-95

• ASTM E-84

• National Fire Protection
Association (255)

• Underwriters Laboratories,
Inc. #723

C US

A P P L I C AA P P L I C A T I O N ST I O N S

For additional product information,
contact Linus Clark at 403-638-1108

WEST FRASER
TREATED

D-BLAZE fire-retardant lumber and plywood can be used in a
variety of interior or weather-protected applications including: 

• roof trusses • floor trusses • roof decks and sheathing
• subflooring beams and purlins • blocking and furring
• interior nonload-bearing partitions • studs • paneling • joists
• architectural millwork and trim • exterior and load-bearing

walls.

Consult local building codes to determine specific permitted uses.

D Blaze West Fraser ARCH BC ad  10/10/07  9:14 AM  Page 1
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The Joint Task Force for Legislative Change: 
Working on behalf of the Built Design Community

Several years ago, the AIBC established a task force of member architects as well as 
representation from the building design and interior design communities to work on 
proposals for a new Architectural Professions Act to replace the outdated and rapidly 
out-moded Architects Act. In recent years the task force has been joined by representatives 
of the architectural technologist profession in seeking a credible and effective model for 
protection of the public interest in the regulation of the design and construction professions. 
The task force has been dubbed the Joint Task Force for Legislative Change. The following 
is a summary of recent developments arising from the work of the task force.

In January 2008, AIBC Council passed 
motions to formally create associate registrant 
categories for Building Designers and 
Interior Designers as well as to recognize a 
representative of each registrant category as 
non-voting members of council. The inclusion 
of building designers and residential designers 
to join MAIBC and AT registrants in the 
AIBC family has been something council has 

consulted on, discussed with, and reported to 
the membership frequently over the years as 
it seeks new legislation which will modernize 
how the profession is regulated. The Building 
Designers Institute of British Columbia’s 
former board of directors and members have 
been active participants throughout these 
discussions, demonstrating unwavering 
commitment.  

WHISTLER BLACKCOMB BC INTERIOR MOUNTAINS POWER WITHIN

SAVE 15%

SAVE up to 25%
SAVE 50% World class resort with 

over 8,000 acres of 
skiable terrain 

VANCOUVER DATES:
Anthony Robbins , Oct 17-20Vernon

Kamloops
Kelowna

FOR THE 2008/09 SEASON
SAVE ON LIFT TICKETS Available to purchase 

Oct 1 – Nov 16
Tickets mailed to you the 
last week of November 2008.

The Power of 
Women, Nov 6 

Club AIBC

Sign up today at aibc.intrd.com

Brought to you by the Architectural Institute of BC, Club AIBC gives you exclusive access to 
discounts on your favorite products and services.  To sign-up and save, go to:  aibc.intrd.com

Business Savings, Entertainment, Travel and more!  

AIBC UPDATE
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Detailed information packages are being prepared that will answer the various questions that AIBC members, associates and the 
general public may have about what these and the many other innovations mean, such as peer review, professional development, 
specialist designations, and removal of exclusion. The following offers a brief synopsis:

>> The AIBC has made the necessary submissions with the federal trademark authorities to reserve the titles Architect.AIBC, Architectural 
Technologist.AIBC, Building Designer.AIBC, Residential Designer.AIBC and Interior Designer.AIBC, as well as the designations Arch.AIBC, AT.AIBC, 
BD.AIBC, RD.AIBC and ID.AIBC as official marks under trademark legislation in Canada.

>> These titles and designations will be reserved under the proposed Architectural Professions Act once new provincial legislation is adopted. 

>> Having chosen to join the AIBC, thus recognizing the institute as the professional regulatory body, and the recognition AIBC registrants have in 
the market, BD.AIBC and RD.AIBC registrants are subject to the regulatory jurisdiction of the AIBC. The existing Architects Act, as well as the 
AIBC’s bylaws, rules, policies and procedures (including such things as the Code of Ethics, standards of conduct, and continuing education 
requirements) now apply to BD.AIBC and RD.AIBC registrants, as well as Architectural Technologists.

>> The Architects Act remains unchanged for now. This means the definition of professional practice, scope of practice provisions of the act, 
and Bulletin 31 – “Buildings requiring the Services of an Architect” remain as they are. The proposed new legislation will recognize a broader 
membership and allow for practice rights, including recognition of scopes of practice, to be determined through bylaws.

>> The interior design community, represented by the Interior Designers Institute of British Columbia (IDIBC), has also agreed to join the AIBC. The 
IDIBC is actively engaged with the AIBC in supporting new legislation as well as strengthening 
administrative and regulatory ties with the AIBC. The IDIBC is a registered organization under the 
Societies Act and has title protection under that legislation. It will wait for the new legislation to 
come into effect before it merges into the AIBC. 

To view the proposed new act, visit 
www.aibc.ca/member_resources/
doc_index/draft9_act.pdf

Upon creation of the new BD.AIBC and 
RD.AIBC associate categories, the entire 
BDIBC board resigned their positions 
in keeping with its intention of transfer 
registration to the AIBC. BDIBC members 
have been advised to formally resign from 
BDIBC, adopt the recognizable BD.AIBC 
and RD.AIBC designations. They have also 
been encouraged to retain membership in 
ASTTBC and retain their AScT or CTech 
designations at least until such time as 
the new Architectural Professions Act is 
proclaimed. 

In March 2008, the AIBC officially opened 
its doors to applications for transfer of 
membership from BDIBC. To date, more 
than 70 of 90 previous BDIBC members 
– close to 80 per cent - have transferred 
with more applications arriving weekly. 
Even more gratifying have been the many 
expressions of interest received from building 
designers and residential designers not 
previously affiliated with any organization 
but who are asking for applications now 
that the AIBC offers a regulatory home to 
colleagues in the design profession.  

The AIBC continues to work with its 
colleagues in the design and construction 
communities to advocate for changes to 
the Architects Act, changes that will, among 
other things, formally recognise the will of 
BD.AIBC and RD.AIBC practitioners as well 
as interior designers to be a part of the AIBC. 
The evolving legislative proposal has been 
shared with AIBC membership at various 
stages over recent years. The current version, 
while still “under construction”, reflects the 
input and support of members, advisors 
and stakeholders, and has the full support 
and backing of the Ministry of Advanced 
Education and Labour Market Development, 
our host ministry in the provincial 
government. 

Work continues, particularly on the 
definition of practice and intersection of 
architecture and engineering sections. Further 
consultation with our engineering colleagues 
is underway. This said, the proposal is ready 
for consideration by government’s legislative 
counsel.  The proposed legislation is expected 
to make it on to the order paper for the spring 
2010 sitting of the provincial legislature. 

With new legislation and further growth in 
the offering, the AIBC continues to welcome 
the participation of its newest registrants 
on various boards and committees within 
the institute. Staff will be unrolling a series 
of workshops for all new registrants that 
will expand on the roles and responsibilities 
of associates generally and BD.AIBC and 
RD.AIBC registrants in particular. Anyone 
interested in attending these sessions is 
encouraged to do so. Watch the AIBC web 
site and upcoming issues of eNews for details.

The AIBC is gratified by the overwhelming 
support and leadership shown by the building 
and interior design communities. They have 
helped the institute move this important 
agenda forward, and have demonstrated great 
respect and dignity in doing so. In the process, 
they have become valued and trusted partners 
working together in the public interest to 
ensure the highest standards for the built 
design community. The AIBC welcomes its 
newest registrants with pride, respect, and 
parity of esteem. 

AIBC UPDATE
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Take the real estate sector. Given their direct 
relationship to the real estate industry, both 
large and small architectural firms in British 
Columbia need to give careful consideration 
to the current state of economic uncertainty, 
both in Canada and south of the border.

In Canada, existing home sales slid 13% from 
first quarter figures of last year, the sharpest 
drop in a decade. Alberta led the decline 
with a 30% dive. Across the country, average 
housing price growth slowed to 3.2% in April, 
down from the 10% growth rate experienced 
over the past six years. With affordability 
the lowest in 17 years, the housing market is 
expected to continue to cool, despite recent 
declines in mortgage rates. 

In the United States, housing prices have 
declined every month since peaking in July 
2006, and the risk of more foreclosures and 
renewed financial instability remains elevated.

A common concern for those connected to 
the commercial and industrial real estate 
development sectors – architects included 
- is the fact that there is less capital chasing 

real estate today than at the same time last 
year. In addition, capitalization rates have 
risen in order to compensate for a higher 
cost of capital and potentially lower growth 
expectations due to the slowing economy.  

Industry participants suggest that cap rates 
for high-quality commercial real estate have 
increased modestly (perhaps up 25–50 
basis points), while rates for lower-quality, 
secondary city assets are up at least 75–100 
basis points. Every 25 basis point rise in 
cap rates is estimated to negatively impact 
net asset values (NAVs) by as much as 9%. 
In plain English, this means that if real 
estate investors believe cap rates are going 
to continue to increase, real estate prices 
will decline even more, further decreasing 
development in this sector.

Since a significant amount of architecture 
is driven by commercial development, this 
would in turn have adverse implications for a 
good number of B.C. architects. Those firms 
with a large American client base are most 
exposed as a result of the current financial 
crisis as the evaporation of home equity in the 

$
By Matt Noel, BA, FMA
Investment Advisor, BMO Nesbitt Burns

Economics for Architects

Matt Noel is a Chartered 
Financial Analyst (CFA) Level III 
Candidate, a Certified Financial 
Planner (CFP) Candidate, and a 
Financial Management Advisor 
(FMA) with BMO Nesbitt Burns. 

The AIBC is pleased to introduce a new regular feature in architectureBC, a business column geared 
toward architects and allied professionals. The aim is to keep those in the design and construction 
professions informed of major business trends, both local and international, while providing a broader 
perspective that encompasses the business side of the profession. We welcome your comments on 
this new column, as well as suggestions for future installments. Please contact the Communications 
Department by phone (604-683-8588) or e-mail (communications@aibc.ca).

In business terms, times are good for B.C. architects. There seems to be more work than people 
to do the work. The profession knows only too well, however, how quickly things can change, 
and today’s slowing economy offers up some warning signs.

BUSINESS
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U.S. restricts the amount of capital available 
for new commercial developments, thus 
reducing the need for Canadian expertise.  

In addition, the relatively expensive Canadian 
dollar does not make Canadian architects any 
more competitive. During times of financial 
crisis, many American developers are eager 
to reduce costs by seeking more economical 
expertise. Futures market flows in the latter 
half of July confirm that sentiment for the 
Canadian dollar has soured.  

However, elevated commodity prices as well as 
the pull of parity, a force that has acted on the 
currency all year, should provide some support 
for the loonie. By year’s end, remounting U.S. 
economic risks and less frothy commodity 
prices (part of an overall global slowdown) 
will likely clip the currency’s wings. Assuming 
that the Canadian dollar comes back 
down, this would slightly ease the currency 
competition problem.

For B.C. architectural firms with a 
predominantly Canadian client base, the main 
concerns are the stringent loan constraints 
and a slowing economic environment shared 
with the U.S.A. With developers unable 
to find the leverage they need at the right 
price, development and a related demand for 
architects in Canada will remain slow until the 
liquidity of the credit market increases.

On the bright side, B.C.’s economy remains 
among the most resilient in Canada. Even 
with the American housing recession and the 
negative side of having a strong Canadian 
dollar, it is anticipated B.C.’s sturdy job 
market and robust construction and mining 
sectors should keep growth well above the 
national average.

On another note, the federal government 
is planning on spending $125 billion from 
now through to 2014 on the country’s aging 
infrastructure. It is impossible to say how this 
will be divided amongst the provinces, but 
B.C. is a candidate for a fair sum – especially 
with the leverage of hosting the upcoming 
2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter 
Games.  Whether the government’s plan will 
fully materialize is uncertain, but it is a step 
in the right direction, and one that holds 
promise for B.C. architects.

For any questions concerning the topics addressed 
in this column, please contact Matt at matt.
noel@nbpcd.com or 
visit www.mattnoel.ca.

BUSINESS OFFICE INTERIORS

OFFICE INTERIORSBUSINESS

BUSINESS OFFICE INTERIORS

I N T E R I O R S

www.monkfurniture.ca

Come to Monk Offi ce Interiors for a 
stunning range of offi ce furniture. 
Our helpful interior designer, 
Natalie Saunders, can help you 
design a space that is both unique 
and functional — just like you.

Now that’s helpful.

The art of 
space planning.

JOB # M125-8968A
CLIENT: MONK OFFICE 

PUBLICATION: ARCHITECTURE BC
INSERTION: SEPT 19, NOV 21 2008

AD SIZE: 5.125" X 5.25"
PREPARED BY: ECLIPSE CREATIVE @ (250) 382-1103

Please visit our showroom at 
3335 Oak Street (upstairs) 
or call (250) 475-3379

 604.990.1028

Life with a homelift is so much more 
convenient. Add a touch of luxury and 

value to your home with Decortec’s 
affordable residential elevator.

Decortec Homelift Inc. 831 W. 3rd Street, North Vancouver, BC www.decortechomelift.com

Imagine... Life with your
own private homelift.
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Your vision is our view

Our award winning, quality-crafted products are energy efficient (up to R8), CSA 
certified, and cost effective. We offer a wide range of windows and doors designed to 
suit Canada’s distinct climate zone, and accommodate different styles and tastes.

So the sky’s the limit when it comes to your vision.

All Canadian made for all Canadian weather
www.allweatherwindows.com

Vancouve r  -  Ke lowna -  Edmonton -  Red Deer  -  Ca lgar y  -  Le t hb r idge -  Saska toon -  Regina -  Winnipeg -  To ron to  -  Ha l i fax

All Weather Windows is a CSA Certified Manufacturer

AWW Architecture BC April Ad.indd   1 4/17/08   9:41:37 AM
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Since opening its doors in 1987 after having 
served as the Canada Pavilion for Expo ’86, 
the Vancouver Convention & Exhibition 
Centre (VCEC) has consistently served as one 
of Canada’s prime venues for local, national 
and international conferences and events. In 
addition to its waterfront locale, the facility’s 
gleaming five-sail design quickly brought it 
iconic recognition.

In the 20+ years since Expo, Vancouver has 
steadily experienced exponentially explosive 

growth and ever-increasing prominence on the 
international scene. Demand for conference 
space exceeded the VCEC’s capacity within its 
first 10 years of operation. The lost bookings 
represented unrealized revenue for the 
provincial economy in the neighbourhood of 
$100 million a year. Clearly, new space was 
needed.

A Convention Centre Task Force, consisting 
of business community leaders, was charged 
with reviewing the current state of affairs. 

UNCONVENTIONAL 
Wisdom

These days, it seems as though the city of 
Vancouver can barely keep up with itself as 
the current construction boom ploughs ever 
forward. Added to the mix is 2010 – a date 
symbolic of Vancouver’s ever-increasing 
presence on the international scene. One 
wonders: will the city’s built environment 
keep up with today’s multi-faceted 
challenges and demands? Will the design 
and construction communities create 
structural icons reflective of our times?

Enter DA Architects + Planners, Musson 
Cattell Mackey Partnership (MCM) + 
LMN Architects, three architectural firms 
committed to ensuring these questions are 
answered to the affirmative. With one 
grand, sweeping gesture, their work on 
the near-complete Vancouver Convention 
Centre Expansion Project (VCCEP) 
promises to bring to the city a gleaming 
new waterfront structure of iconic 
proportions.

Vancouver Convention Centre Expansion Project aerial construction photo (July 2008). 
Photo courtesy of the Vancouver Convention & Exhibition Centre.
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Landscape Architecture at the University of 
British Columbia) and Joe Van Belleghem 
C.A., B.COMM (HONS), LEED A.P. 
(of BuildGreen Developments Inc.), 
was established to oversee the project’s 
environmental commitment.

One of the expansion’s most highly 
anticipated features is a six-acre “living roof”, 
one of the most ambitious projects of its kind 
worldwide. About 30% of the roof has already 
been planted with some 400,000 seedlings 
and thousands of seeds, thanks to the work of 
landscape architect Bruce Hemstock BCSLA, 
CSLA, LEED® A.P. of PWL Partnership 
Landscape Architects Inc. and his team. Plants 
will be watered via clever irrigation systems 
that make use of drainage and water recovery 
mechanisms that will collect rainwater.

Indigenous B.C. varieties were deliberately 
chosen for the green roof. “They are relatively 
easy to maintain” explains Hemstock, “and 
they create a habitat for the type of species we 
want to attract. We want to promote bees, 
ants, other insects and birds to bring them 
back to the downtown.”  

Does this mean that downtown Vancouver 
is about to gain another much-needed 
downtown park? Not a chance. There will 
be no pedestrian access to the rooftop in 
order to protect the bird- and bug-friendly 
environment. Says Hemstock: “You can’t walk 
on it because then it becomes no more than a 
park and you lose them.” 

However, that doesn’t mean the feature roof 
won’t be appreciated. Through the use of 
unique roof cut-outs and slopes, patrons will 
enjoy easy access to the view. 

 
VCCEP Environmental Design Features Include:
> A six acre (2.4 hectare) “living roof” housing 400,000 

 various indigenous plants;
> Marine habitat built into the building foundation;
> Grey and black water recycling systems;
> On-site water treatment;
> Seawater heating and cooling systems; and
> Energy conservation strategies include natural lighting 
    and ventilation systems.

The VCCEP Project Team includes:
Consultants:

Architects
  DA Architects + Planners, Musson Cattell Mackey 
  Partnership (MCM) + LMN Architects
Building Envelope
  Morrison Hershfield
Civil Engineering Services
  Sandwell Engineering Inc. / InterCad Services Ltd.
Electrical Engineering
  Schenke/Bawol Engineering Ltd. 
Engineering
  Levelton Consultants Ltd.
Environmental
  EBA Engineering Consultants Ltd.
Fire, Light Safety and Code
  LMDG and Associates Ltd.
Landscape
  PWL Partnership Landscape Architects Inc.
Marine Structural Engineer 
  Westmar Consultants Inc.
Mechanical Engineering 
  Stantec Consulting
Project Management
  Stantec Consulting
Structural Engineering
  Glotman Simpson Consulting Engineers
Sustainability Coordinator
  Sustainability Solutions Group 

VANCOUVER 
CONVENTION

CENTRE 
EXPANSION 

PROJECT
VCCEP Nighttime rendering. Image courtesy of Vancouver 

Convention & Exhibition Centre. ©LMN Architects.
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A proposal was drafted, and a funding 
partnership created between the Province of 
British Columbia, the Government of Canada 
and Tourism Vancouver. The VCCEP was 
born.

The vision has quickly become a reality. The 
new building and its accompanying two-
acre public plaza are located just west of the 
existing convention centre facility. A 200 ft 
(60 m) glass-enclosed connector will link the 
east and west buildings, providing stunning 
harbour views and complete integration of 
both wings.

It’s been no small task. The $883 million 
dollar expansion encompasses 1.1 million 
square feet - approximately four city blocks. 
Of this, 40 per cent is built over water. The 
new space will boast 52 break-out meeting 
rooms, a new adjacent 400-room hotel, and 
83,000 ft2 (7,711 m2) of restaurants, retailers 
and attractions. By increasing the existing 
meeting space threefold, it is estimated that 
the new facility will generate an additional 
$107 million annually in delegate spending.

VCCEP and SuStainability

The VCCEP takes the convention centre’s 
commitment to environmental stewardship 
to new levels by incorporating numerous 
groundbreaking innovations in sustainable 
design. A Sustainability Advisory Committee 
consisting of industry leaders Peter Busby 
C.M., AIA, FRAIC, MAIBC, Architect 
AAA, MOAA, BCID, LEED® A.P., (of 
Busby, Perkins+Will Architects), Dr. 
Raymond Cole HON.AIBC (Professor and 
Director of the School of Architecture and 
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While the living roof is literally green, the 
VCCEP structure boasts numerous other 
environmental features. “The building 
mechanical system features cold water 
cooling for the project, extending water 
pipes into the harbour and borrowing 
the cold temperature of the ocean to cool 
the building through a heat exchanger,” 
explains Jacques Beaudreault MAIBC, 
MRAIC, CP, LEED® A.P. of Musson 
Cattell Mackey Partnership, the partner in 
charge of the architectural collaboration. 
“Another feature is the use of a black water 
treatment facility on the site. The black 
water is treated and re-used to irrigate the 
roof and flush toilets.” 

The project is on target for LEED® Gold 
certification.

VCCEP: iCon of dESign 
innoVation 

A scroll through VCCEP renderings – or 
better yet a stroll past the construction site 
– clearly reflects the project’s commitment 
to sustainability. The forward-thinking 
architectural design is the result of a tight 
and highly collaborative approach between 
DA Architects + Planners, Musson Cattell 
Mackey Partnership (MCM) + LMN 
Architects. 

“This collaboration has been outstanding,” 
enthuses Beaudreault. “I have never worked 
on a more cohesive team approach. I 
think the key has been familiarity with 
how we work together. MCM and DA 
have collaborated on many large projects 
in the past, so we were very familiar with 
each other’s style and work ethic. We also 
spent a lot of time discussing our roles and 
responsibilities on the project, identifying 
labourious task lists.”

The architects faced clear objectives and 
challenges in coming up with a workable 
concept. Beaudreault elaborates: “The 
design team had a fundamental belief that 
the project had to meet a number of design 
objectives. One of the primary ones was 
that the building had to be contextual. In 
other words, it needed to respond to and 
respect its neighbours.”

This meant addressing sensitivities regarding 
Canada Place, creating a standout design 
that still did not compete with the existing 
facility. Given the site’s idyllic waterfront 

location, effort was also made to take 
advantage of water and mountain views. 
The result? Where most convention centres 
are designed with an interior focus, VCCEP 
is truly “extraverted.” 

The VCCEP’s proximity to Stanley Park 
was also taken into account. Project 
architects devised a waterfront ribbon of 
park land that provides visual cohesion from 
the living roof straight through to the park 
(see below).

In keeping with the nature theme, wood 
features prominently throughout the 
structure - a striking effect but one that 
posed a real architectural challenge when 
designing a non-combustible building. 
The team was up to the task, fulfilling the 
provincial government’s desire to feature 
B.C. wood products (interior walls make 
use of Hemlock and the ceiling consists 
of Douglas Fir slats) while ensuring the 
structure met safety requirements.

Fire safety is ensured through the inclusion 
of additional sprinkler protection that also 
takes advantage of the oceanfront location; 
the dual main sprinkler system is backed up 
by a seawater pump. Should the city water 
supply be cut off, the seawater sprinkler 
system will kick in.

The structure’s warm wood features become 
even more accented at night as internal 
lights combine with a breathtaking floor-
to-ceiling glass wall to stunning effect. 
The innovative glass wall required another 
layer of problem-solving. “Each of the 
glass panels is two metres by four metres, 
and weighs about 1100 pounds,” explains 
Beaudreault. “The design of the glass system 
was very involved, and we received a great 
deal of design assist and engineering from 
the glazing trade. Project architects worked 
closely with glass engineers, tradesmen and 
contractors, and it had a huge impact on 
the successful final result and bottom line.”

When the VCCEP opens in mid-March 
of 2009, there is little doubt that it will 
make waves. For British Columbians 
and out-of-province visitors alike, it will 
have a distinct B.C. feel, one that will 
only be strengthened when it serves as the 
International Broadcast Centre for the 
2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter 
Games. 

Olympic spotlight aside, the project 
will provide an inspirational example of 
architectural innovation, functional design 
and a commitment to sustainability. 
Less visible but equally important, it will 
stand for teamwork and the power of 
collaboration.

VCCEP concept 
sketch - the structure 
is connected to 
Stanley Park with a 
ribbon of park land 
along the waterfront. 
Image courtesy of DA 
Architects + Planners / 
Musson Cattell Mackey 
Partnership + LMN 
Architects Ltd.

VCCEP shown 
in relation to the 

Vancouver cityscape. 
Photo courtesy of DA 

Architects + Planners / 
Musson Cattell Mackey 

Partnership + LMN 
Architects Ltd.
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The Solar Decathlon is one such vehicle 
for change. This biennial international 
competition is intended to encourage the 
widespread adoption of solar power. The five-
day event has become a virtual world’s fair of 
sustainability, drawing more than 200,000 
visitors to Washington D.C.’s National Mall. 

The competition involves university teams 
from around the world competing to build 
100% self-sufficient, solar powered homes. 
Consideration is given to each submission’s 
design development, construction, and 
commissioning phases. In order to succeed, 
students of architecture, engineering, business, 
marketing and communications must work 
seamlessly together in applying their academic 
knowledge to real world situations.

The competition is fierce: only 20 teams are 
selected for the task of designing, building 
and operating their highly energy-efficient, 
completely solar-powered prototypes. 

Among the entries for the upcoming 2009 
competition is a joint venture involving 
students from three Canadian universities: 
Simon Fraser University, Ryerson University, 
and the University of Waterloo. Dubbed 
“Team North”, architecture and engineering 
students from all three institutions are 
currently busily researching and designing 
their answer to the sustainability puzzle. They 
call it North House.

“At the moment we’re at the initial stages of 
preparing the construction documents,” says 
Davis Marques, Research Associate at Simon 
Fraser University’s School of Interactive Arts 
& Technology and a driving force behind the 
project. “We have a fairly mature architectural 
design completed. Next steps include fleshing 
out the research, engineering, and design 
components, including such details as how to 
best incorporate the radiant in-floor heating 
function.”

INNOVATION

With climate change and related environmental hazards an ever-present reality, the move 
toward sustainable practices is heating up. In recent years, many of the most creative 
responses to the “green” building challenge have come from the architectural community. 
While sustainability has quickly become part of the everyday lexicon, there is still ample 
opportunity to challenge conventional thinking and, in doing so, redefine best practices. 

Team North hopes that numerous innovative 
features will make its submission stand out 
from the rest. One example is the project’s 
specially tailored northern climate response 
mechanisms. Adjustable solar panels will 
automatically pitch and rotate after a snowfall. 
This will boost  year-round energy generation 
in contrast to typical solar-paneled homes 
that lose effectiveness when panels are snow-
covered. 

Computer systems add another layer to 
the innovation equation. North House 
incorporates uniquely designed systems 
that provide constant feedback on energy 
production. Explains Marques: “Conserving 
energy isn’t exciting to the average consumer, 
but people are motivated when they see they 
are actually creating energy. Our systems 
display feedback about energy production, 
and that is a huge motivator. It rewards the 
user’s green choices.”

Solar Decathlon 2007. Photo by Kaye Evans-Lutterodt.

Complete Solar
North House puts more of the sun’s good 
energy to work for its inhabitants. Hybrid 
photovoltaic-thermal systems generate both 
electricity and hot water for the home, while 
super insulated windows provide access to 
plenty of sunlight.

Energy to Go
North House’s integrated solar power and 
control systems provide the ability to produce 
more electricity than what is consumed. 
Super insulation and ultra-efficient lighting, 
heating and cooling reduce the user’s energy 
use to a trickle.

Clean, Quiet and Invisible
Due to its energy-efficient systems, North 
House requires no loud, bulky, and polluting 
furnaces or hot water heaters; its solar 
technologies are clean, quiet and invisible. 

Elegant and Functional Design
North House maximizes open space, 
boasts state-of-the-art appliances and an 
ergonomically designed kitchen.

Green, Inside and Out
North House is built with Forest Stewardship 
Council certified engineered wood and is 
designed to go from cradle-to-cradle.

Its Not About Energy, Its About You
North House’s design recognizes that 
sustainable living is a 24 hour job. Its 
integrated, intelligent systems take the 
chore out of green living, thus putting its 
inhabitants in control. Features include the 
ability to personalize energy and comfort 
features.

Integrated, Active and Connected
North House puts its inhabitants at the 
helm of sustainable living. Mobile and home 
integrated interfaces provide control over 
the home’s energy performance and help to 
transparently integrate energy consciousness 
into daily living.

More Value, Less Risk
Solar power takes the risk out of the climate 
change equation. When the power goes out, 
North House’s lights will still be on.

THE NORTh hOUSE SUSTAINABLE BUILDING TECHNOLOGy SPECTRUM INCLUDES:

INNOVATION
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NORTh hOUSE and the 

     SOLAR DECAThLON Challenge 
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PrEPArINg thE NExt 
gENErAtIoN of SuStAINABlE 
DESIgN lEADErS

Finished project aside, the competition also 
provides a unique opportunity for research 
and education. The North House project 
involves a multi-disciplinary team of students, 
faculty and industry professionals. Together, 
they are developing new energy management 
technologies, designing interactive interfaces 
for sustainable living, and implementing 

business models that can speed these 
innovations to market.

It is also hoped that North House will become 
a focal point for public education and research 
on sustainable design for years to come. 
Following the competition, the prototype will 
be permanently relocated to the Kortright 
Centre outside of Toronto. There, it will 
serve as Ontario’s premier environmental 
and renewable energy education and 
demonstration centre, projected to host 
to more than 135,000 visitors annually. 
Annual plans call for more than 50 K-12 
environmental education programs as well as 
30 sustainability workshops for the businesses, 
professionals and the public.

North houSE: turNINg 
CoNCEPt INto rEAlIty

There remains one major hurdle for Team 
North to overcome on its way to the final 

The Canadian content isn’t limited to weather 
considerations. The prototype will make 
extensive use of highly engineered Canadian 
materials. “Our use of engineered wood is 
a great example of how our entry applies 
research and knowledge to the green building 
process,” says Marques. “Engineered wood 
undergoes an industrial treatment where it 
is chopped and then formed into the final 
product. It actually requires less material 
than working with traditional lumber, while 
increasing performance and value of the 
product.”

It all amounts to a strong concept, says 
Marques. “North House is more than green 
because it moves beyond simple energy 
efficiency and carbon counting toward making 
sustainable lifestyles both attractive and 
rewarding.”

A central goal of the Solar Decathlon is to 
increase public awareness of residential energy 
use. The competition is meant to demonstrate 
that a well-designed house can generate 
enough electricity to meet the needs of its 
household, including electricity for lighting, 
cooking, washing clothes and dishes, powering 
home and home-office electronics, and 
maintaining comfortable indoor temperature 
and air quality. 

“A challenge with sustainable living is that 
many people feel that it’s complicated,” 

North House exterior 
rendering courtesy of 
Team North.

TEAM NORTH INCLUDES:

University Project Partners

Simon Fraser University:
• School of Interactive Arts and Technology
• Small Business Consulting Group

Ryerson University:
• Department of Architectural Science
• Department of Mechanical Engineering
• Institute of Housing and Mobility
• Institute of the Study of Corporate Social
      Responsibility
• Ted Rogers School of Business

University of Waterloo:
• School of Architecture
• School of Mechanical and Mechatronics Engineering

Other Collaborators

• The Canadian Design Research Network (CDRN), a 
pan-Canadian cooperative network that includes 11 
architecture schools and nine design schools across 
Canada as well as the  leaders of the Canada Green 
Building Council (CaGBC), the National Research 
Council (NRC), and numerous individual experts 
who specialize in technology and innovation for 
sustainable design.

• Team Montreal, the Canadian entry to the 2007 
Solar Decathlon

suggests Marques. “It requires deliberate 
thought about everyday actions, decisions 
and life choices. North House addresses this 
in two ways. First, the home’s structure is 
efficient in its form, design and function. 
Second, its interactive systems provide the 
user with constant feedback. This makes green 
living easy both and rewarding. In effect, this 
model integrates occupant behavior into its 
architectural equation.”

INNOVATION

+
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KUDOS
richards Elected Chair of CACB
Congratulations to Gordon Richards 
MAIBC MRAIC who was elected Chair of 
the Canadian Architectural Certification 
Board effective November 2008.

Vancouver Architect Conferred honorary 
Doctorate
Peter Busby C.M., AIA, FRAIC, MAIBC, 
Architect AAA, MOAA, BCID, LEED® 
A.P. has been conferred with an Honorary 
Doctorate in Science by Ryerson University. 
The university selects honorary doctorate 
recipients based on criteria that include 
outstanding contribution to society; 
significant achievement in the use of an 
interdisciplinary approach to university 
education; noted accomplishments in a field 
related to the university; and promotion 
of Canadianism. The honoris causa is the 
university’s highest level of recognition. 
Busby was praised as a passionate advocate 
for sustainable design and the larger 
social responsibilities of the architecture 
profession.

B.C. firm to Participate in World 
Architecture festival Awards 
Vancouver’s Hotson Bakker Boniface 
Haden Architects is among the select firms 

chosen for the first ever World Architecture 
Festival Awards. The shortlist of more than 
200 entries representing 43 countries will 
compete within 17 project categories which 
include Civic, Culture, Health, Private 
Homes, Nature, and Energy, Waste & 
Recycling. Their Nk’Mip Desert Cultural 
Centre is entered in the Holiday category.

Sustainable Architecture & Building 
Awards 
Six Canadian projects were chosen for the 
first annual Sustainable Architecture & 
Building Awards (SAB Awards), including 
two from British Columbia: the Nk’Mip 
Desert Cultural Centre | Interpretive Centre 
in Osoyoos (Hotson Bakker Boniface 
Haden Architects), and the Langara College 
Library and Classroom Building (Teeple 
Architects Inc., Toronto in joint venture 
with IBI/HB Architects, Vancouver). 
In addition, The Vento, a multi-family 
residential/retail project in Calgary by Busby 
Perkins+Will Architects, was also selected. 
The SAB Awards recognize excellence in the 
design and building of new and renovated 
Canadian buildings and interiors of all 
types based on criteria of sustainable design, 
architectural excellence and technical 
innovation.

National urban Design Awards Presentations
Surrey’s Boldwing Continuum Architects 
Inc. was among those firms to be presented 
with National Urban Design Awards at the 
Architects Association of New Brunswick/
RAIC Conference and Festival of Architecture 
in Fredericton, New Brunswick. The firm 
received a certificate of merit in the Civic 
Design category for its Leigh Square project in 
Port Coquitlam. Another B.C.-related entry, 
a False Creek project undertaken by a group 
from the University of Manitoba’s Faculty of 
Architecture, garnered a certificate of merit in 
the Student – Studio-based Work category.

Moriyama Named to order of Canada
Architect Raymond Moriyama CC, ORS, 
O.Ont, M.Arch, MAIBC, MCIP, FRSA, 
FRAIC, Hon.FAIA, Int.FRIBA of Toronto 
is one of 75 new appointments to the Order 
of Canada. The honour was made official on 
July 1, 2008, with a formal announcement 
by her Excellency the Right Honourable 
Michaëlle Jean, Governor General of Canada, 
on the recommendation of the Advisory 
Council of the Order of Canada. Moriyama 
was recognized as a Companion for his 
contributions to the field of architecture, 
and for inspiring a new generation of young 
architects through his designs of some of 
Canada’s most innovative urban structures.

competition. While the North House concept 
has been thoroughly considered, it still needs 
to take on a physical form. 

“We now need to get it built,” says Marques. 
“We’ve done an incredible amount of work to 
date, and we are appealing for some outside 
support.” In addition to cash contributions 
to the cause, the team is also interested 
in establishing some long-term research 
partnerships. “Through these partnerships, 
organizations can actively contribute to green 
building research and innovation by sharing 
their expertise and resources with us both now 
and into the future.” 

It’s a tall order: the team require $2.2 million 
worth of sponsorship funding in order to 
build North House and for the final stage of 
the Solar Decathlon. 

The three participating universities have each 
contributed. Team North is now seeking 

likeminded business and individuals who get 
the vision, share the enthusiasm, and foresee 
the long-term benefits of the venture. (See 
sidebar on the right for more information).
 
Competition aside, the North House project 
demonstrates that clean and plentiful sources 
of energy – such as solar energy – can provide 
the power needed for healthy places in which 
to live, work and play. It also shows that fresh 
ideas and new attitudes are key to sustainable 
building solutions.

As Marques concludes, “It’s a truly innovative 
project, one that we’re extremely proud of and 
one that should make all Canadians proud as 
well.” 

For more information about North House, please 
visit http://www.team-north.com/ 
and http://www.solardecathlon.org/

INNOVATION

NORTH HOUSE SPONSORSHIP & RESEARCH 
PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Sponsorship Levels

> Platinum Sponsorship - $1,000,000
In addition to providing cash and in-kind 
support, Platinum sponsors will work closely 
with Team North to develop the project. 

> Gold Sponsorship  - $500,000

> Silver Sponsorship - $100,000

> Bronze Sponsorship - $50,000

> Supporter - $10,000

Opportunities are also available to support of North 
House through personal contributions and through 
research partnerships. For more information, please 
contact Davis Marques by phone (604-506-4021) or 
e-mail (dmarques@team-north.com).

+
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From the advent of computer-aided 
architectural design (CAAD), computers 
have quickly found a permanent place in the 
architecture office. Be it project management 
software, digital fabrication, the creation 
of high-performance materials or Building 
Information Modeling (BIM), technology 
continues to transform the industry. 

Reed Construction Data is hoping to up the 
technology advantage with a new, integrated 
approach to computer-based design. 
accessArchitecture is a package of software tools 
specifically developed and compiled for the 
design/construction community. It consists 
of a variety of digital products and services for 
use at all stages of a project, including pre-
design conceptualization and costing as well as 
design-stage project information.

A feature of accessArchitecture is SmartBIM 
Library Manager, which extends the 
capabilities of Autodesk Revit™ to include 
both generic and manufacturer-specific 
objects. It provides access to the most 
graphically-rich and robust building 
information modeling library available, and 
also features exclusive mapping technology 
that links project models to external data 
sources. The result: a detailed supply lists and 
cost estimates in an instant.

Additional components include:

>> Connect Access - a web interface  
management tool and database for project 
leads that allows users to carry out targeted 
web searches, track projects and identify 
potential project partners. It also includes 
access to all of Reed Construction Data’s 
planning project news.

>> rSMeans Custom Cost Estimator 
licensing - an online tool that allows 
designers to enter specific criteria about 
their project and then calculate an accurate 
construction budget based on the criteria 
listed.

>> reed registry listing - becoming part 
of an online North American database 
that will put you in touch with builders, 
developers and other sources of new 
business.

For RCD, the value of accessArchitecture lies 
in its “quid pro quo” approach. The program 
is available free of charge to architects; in 
exchange, users share details of their own 

accessArchitecture

projects - information that keeps the RCD 
databases current and comprehensive. “It’s an 
open sharing of information,” explains RCD 
Vice President and General Manager Mark 
Casaletto. “We provide intelligence, analytics, 
project leads and marketing tools to firms 
and architects in exchange for information to 
support our data offerings.”

Introduced to Canada last year, the program 
is starting to catch on. Says Casaletto: “We’ve 
already had a significant number of firms 
sign up, and we’re very encouraged by their 
excitement over the program.”

Meanwhile, the program continues to evolve. 
Plans call for the addition of RCD’s successful 
SmartBIM Library and SmartBIM Object 
Creation services. The company is also 
working closely with the American Institute 
of Architects (AIA) to develop additional new 
technologies and tools for architects on both 
sides of the border.

For more information on Reed Construction 
Data and accessArchitecture, visit 
www.reedconstructiondata.com.

Call it the survival strategy for the 21st 
Century: Work smarter, not harder. 
Technology professes to be the means by 
which people can boost their efficiency 
through working smarter, though many 
would argue it is not always the case.
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This summer, Dockside Green Residential 
Phase 1 (also referred to as “Synergy” ) in 
Victoria received the highest-scoring LEED® 
Platinum Certification on the international 
record. The project employs an integrated 
energy system that ensures the development 
will be greenhouse gas neutral. It includes 
a biomass gasification plant that converts 
locally-sourced wood waste into a clean 
burning gas to produce heat and hot water. 
The projects energy efficiency rating is nearly 
55 per cent greater than the Model national 
Energy Code. It also promises up to 60 
per cent less water usage than traditional 
condominiums. Its lengthy list of innovative 
environmental features include:

Pushing the Green envelope 

DocksiDe Green: 

Since opening its doors in 1984, Busby Perkins+Will has carved 
out a sizeable niche in the business of “green” buildings. The 
Vancouver-based firm has become a recognized world leader 
in the global sustainability movement, providing a full-meal 
service that includes research, innovation, education, and public 
policy development. At its core, however, is a commitment to 
sustainable design. The practice currently boasts the largest 
portfolio of built green projects in Canada, and the latest 
addition to that list is garnering much attention.

• An on-site wastewater treatment system that   
is expected to save more than 70,000 gallons of 
water annually;

• Internet-based In-suite meters to measure and 
control heat, electricity and water use;

• High performance dual flush toilets and low flow 
faucets;

• Rainwater collection and use of non-potable 
water for landscaping and water features;

• 100% fresh air to each suite with a heat recovery 
ventilator to pre-warm incoming air;

• Low-E double-glazed, thermally isolated, energy 
efficient aluminum windows;

• External shading that allows sunlight but 
minimizes heat gain;

• LED lighting in central corridors and compact 
fluorescent lighting in suites; 

• Occupancy sensors or automatic door switches in 
closets, storage areas and bathrooms;

• Occupancy-controlled lighting in the parkade 
and common areas;

• Bamboo floors in main living areas;
• Rooftop gardens;
• Extensive tree planting;
• Shoreline enhancement and restoration;
• A community website; and 
• A Smart Car share program.

Top & bottom photos by Enrico Dagostini.

SUSTAINABILITY
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In terms of sustainability, this is a project 
that truly “walks the walk”. Each suite even 
comes with a six-month supply of green 
housekeeping supplies. Integration with the 
local greenway provides ample, open public 
space.

“Buildings contribute 30 to 40 per cent of 
Canada’s greenhouse gas emissions,” says
Kathy Wardle, LEED® AP Associate 
Principal and Director of Research at 
Busby Perkins+Will. “This project clearly 
demonstrates how the building community 
can effect real change.” 

It also reflects the firm’s common vision and 
shared commitment to sustainability. As noted 
by Robert Drew, MAIBC, MAAA, MRAIC, 
LEED® AP Associate Principal at Busby 
Perkins+Will, “Synergy’s recent ground-
breaking LEED® Platinum certification is a 
testament to our integrated design team and 
ability to significantly raise the bar of large-
scale sustainable development.”

Dockside Green marks the firm’s fourth 
LEED® Platinum Certified project, and 
its 29th LEED® Certified endeavor. In 
addition to designing the first phase, Busby 
Perkins+Will is responsible for developing the 
master plan for the entire 15-acre mixed-use 
development, expected to become the world’s 
first LEED® Platinum community.

Explains Jim Huffman, MAIBC, LEED® AP 
Associate Principal for Busby Perkins+Will: 
“When we began the master plan of Dockside, 
we immediately recognized the unique 
opportunity this project represents. Our vision 
truly balances environmental responsibility 
with social progress, economic opportunity 
and dynamic urban living.” 

Co-developed by Vancity and Windmill West, 
Dockside Green is the largest development 
of city land in Victoria’s history. Structurally, 
Phase 1 consists of four detached buildings 
constructed over a common underground 
parking structure, including a nine-storey 
residential tower with minor commercial units 
on the ground floors; a two-storey townhouse; 
a six-storey building with minor commercial 
units on the ground floor; and a four-storey 
residential building.

When complete, Dockside Green will also 
include space for live/work, hotel, retail, office 
and light industrial use, as well as numerous 
public amenities to serve its 2,500 occupants. 
Each of its 26 buildings will be designed for 
LEED® Platinum certification. 

The project has already been singled out for 
several architectural awards. The second phase, 
code named “Balance,” is currently under 
construction and expected to be complete in 
early 2009. 

For more information, please visit 
www.docksidegreen.com and 
www.busbyperkinswill.ca.

SUSTAINABILITY

Photo by VinceKlassen.

Photo by Enrico Dagostini.
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A new style of log home has emerged on the 
Canadian landscape: a blend of old-fashioned 
rustic and modern day chic. Traditional 
looking at first glance, these residences 
actually feature a wide range of high-end 
features including such modern amenities 
as radiant heating, home elevators, built-in 
security systems, yoga studios and wine cellars. 
While it’s a break with tradition, it suits the 
sophisticated tastes for many of today’s luxury 
log home buyers. 

Take Sherri Cargoe and Paul Copeland, owners 
of a new 2.000 sq. ft., three-bedroom log house 
in Squamish. Their personal dream home has 
long been a modern take on the customary log 
cabin. They’re not the only ones. 

“Most of our clients are successful 
entrepreneurs who have worked years to earn 
their money.” explains Robert Wrightman, 
Chief Executive Officer of True North Log 
Homes, an Ontario-based company that’s 
tapped into this niche market. “Their reward is 
a log home.”

While the Canadian housing market may 
be sputtering, new log home construction 

continues to rise. And while the modern 
day bells and whistles make it all sound 
extravagant, much of the demand for made-
to-order log and timber homes has come 
from eco-conscious consumers. Some are 
attracted by reports indicating that log homes 
leave a smaller carbon footprint than other 
types of home. There is the sustainability 
aspect, too:  the majority of today’s log home 
producers source logs from tree farms, where 
cut trees are continuously replanted. There is 
also a trend toward smaller abodes and other 
“greener” choices throughout the design and 
construction process. Says Wrightman, “I 
always say that log homes are earth friendly 
– they really have very little impact on the 
environment to build.” 

For True North, the eco-friendly 
philosophy begins with the production 
process. The custom homes are 
manufactured at an in-house production 
facility for optimal efficiency and accuracy. 
State-of-the-art milling processes mean less 
waste. Modern technology has significantly 
improved the traditional design process, and 
a straight-forward assembly procedure that 
requires little in the way of heavy machinery 

ThE MODERN LOG hOME: 
ECO-FRIENDLY MEETS 

RUSTIC-ChIC 

TRENDS

For many British Colum-
bians it’s the ultimate re-
tirement dream: a rustic 

 retreat nestled against a spar-
kling lake or a stone’s throw 
from the ocean. The traditional 
log home in particular has a 
permanent place in both the 
northern wilderness and the 
Canadian heart. However, 
even traditions can change. 
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means less pollution and a reduced 
environmental impact.

The green possibilities for modern log homes 
don’t necessarily end there. At True North, 
water-based finishes and stains are used 
exclusively. “We try to eliminate all the toxins 
that we possibly can throughout the home 
building process,” offers Wrightman. “This 
creates a healthy living environment for each 
client.”

Environmental considerations were front 
and centre for Cargoe and Copeland. “For us 
it was a priority to make it as sustainable as 
possible,” says Copeland. “I’ve been thinking 
green for a long time. I used to live in a home 
where I produced my own hydro for many 
years.” With that in mind, they opted for a 
geo-thermal heating system, energy-efficient 
appliances and air flow, and the capacity for 
adding solar panels or wind generation system 
in the future. They also made the conscious, 
and conscientious, choice of sourcing 
materials from British Columbia. 

With all the new-fangled features at one’s 
disposal, creating a log home is no longer a 
do-it-yourself job. It requires the talents of 
a knowledgeable, savvy architect to pull it 
all together. In some instances, the supplier 
utilizes an in-house architect throughout 
design and building process. True North, for 
example, has a design team that includes an 
architect, an engineer and two designers who 
work closely with clients to turn their ideas 
into reality. Others choose to hire their own 
architect.

For the architect who does take on such a 
project, there is much to consider. Today’s 
luxury log homes incorporate different log 
styles and profiles (square, round, milled, 
handcrafted and hand hewn dove tail). They 
also feature stonework, large expanses of glass, 
cedar siding, board and batten, and a variety 
of other materials. As for the raw material, 
modern milling allows for the elimination of 
sap wood, resulting in a level of precision that 
is much appreciated among the architectural 
and design communities.

Cargoe and Copeland worked closely with an 
architect to design their house from scratch. 
It allowed them to integrate features such as 
polished concrete floors and a foundation 
made from styrofoam-insulated concrete 
forms, saving on both material costs and 
monthly heating bills.

The Squamish couple may be at the forefront 
of a global trend. The market for eco-chic log 
homes has quickly moved beyond Canada 
and the United States to include Europe and, 
increasingly, Asia. It’s a growth market that, 
like the domiciles themselves, is expected 
to last. As Wrightman summarizes, “Most 
people that build a traditional house are 
simply building shelter. Log home living 

is incomparable. The ambiance is totally 
different, as is the lifestyle.”

For Copeland, his Squamish home represents 
his personal dream of having a high-end, 
sustainable habitat that also maintains a rustic 
charm. That said, it may not be his last. “I fore-
see building another green home in the future, 
too,” he explains. “I am fascinated by them.”

All Squamish House photos courtesy of Paul Copeland.

TRENDS

Healthy . . .  Environmentally Friendly . . .  Energy Efficient

LEED Qualifying Materials

Vancouver’s source 
for green 

building materials

604.685.3611
386 West 8th Avenue, Vancouver, BC

Other brands
available at GreenWorks:

www.greenworksbuildingsupply.com

FSC-Certified Wood Flooring FSC-Certified Countertops Beautiful Clay Plaster
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AIBC: Is this your first time working at an architecture firm? Is it what you expected?

HT: Initially I did not know what to expect; I had many questions. Would my schooling be of use to me or would I essentially know 
nothing?  Would I be thrown into a project with the firm assuming I knew what I was doing when in fact I had no idea? I initially 
contacted Ankenman Associates Architects Inc. to complete a practicum required for graduation. This was the only firm I contacted, as 
I live locally and am a big fan of its work. Mark agreed to have me come and work with no prior interview or portfolio, only the letter I 
had sent. I worked over my spring break for a full week and was given a project in the first ten minutes of the day. On the first day I met 
most of the people at the firm, and I realized two of them had completed the ABET program just two years prior. I immediately felt more 
comfortable. Over the summer I have been working on more engaging projects and have become more comfortable at the firm.

CC: This is the second firm I have worked for. It is what I expected in terms of technical work, but not in terms of office morale. Mark 
has fostered a healthy learning environment that is not too stressful and I fit right in. This is not what I thought architectural firms were 
like. Because this is a smaller boutique firm, I get the feeling of a “family” working on projects rather than workers churning out drawings. 
I really appreciate that.

Architecture is a hands-on, practice-driven specialization. It’s 
a world both steeped in tradition and hungry for innovation. 
For students and interns pursuing this path, there’s a long 
road to registration and licensing – and an even longer one for 
those intent on making a name for themselves.

Carving out a career is never a solitary mission; success 
comes through equal measures of independent study and 
apprenticeship under the careful tutelage of those who have 
come before. For many, finding a knowledgeable, skilled and 
supportive mentor is invaluable.

Crystal Craig and Henry Tufts are products of the British 
Columbia Institute of Technology’s architectural programs. 
Henry’s studies in the Architectural and Building Engineering 
Technology (ABET) program recently earned him an AIBC-
sponsored achievement award. Crystal chose the Architectural 
Science stream, where she was recently granted The UWCV 
Loch Centennial Award. 

Both are also currently being mentored by architect Mark 
W. Ankenman MAIBC and his team at Ankenman Associates 
Architects Inc. The AIBC spoke with Craig and Tufts about the 
importance of having a mentor, and how the experience has 
helped to shape their education, careers and lives.

Mentoring for the 21st Century

AIBC: What role do you play at the firm? What projects have you worked on?

HT: I am mainly a draftsperson, producing working drawings from the Development Permit set. My project for the majority of this 
summer has been to produce the working drawing set (with several co-workers) for a 37-unit detached strata. Sometimes I’m asked to do 
small tasks such as calculations and printing.

CC: Currently, I’m a technologist. I have worked on commercial projects and residential projects, as well as a temple so far. I’ve done lots 
of detailing and a little bit of design throughout the last two summers.

Crystal Craig and Henry Tufts. Photography by Caesar Pascal.

MENTORING
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AIBC: What do you appreciate most about having a mentor?

HT: I appreciate the knowledge I’ve have gained from my co-workers: technical 
information, opinions and advice. Also, my confidence in my own abilities has 
improved as a result of having to apply them in a real-world environment. The idea of 
having something I worked on built is an exciting one. Working at this firm has given 
me access to a vast amount of knowledge, I can ask anyone in the office a question and 
they are more than happy to answer. It means a great deal to me that people in the 
profession care about newcomers such as myself and are willing to use their time to help 
us further our knowledge and careers.

CC: I appreciate that there is someone there to offer advice, not just on architecture 
but on how architecture fits in with life. Architecture is not the only thing I do so it’s 
good to have a balanced outlook. I also appreciate having the security of someone who 
has been in the business for so long, and he can offer advice as to the options I have in 
architecture.

AIBC: What do you plan on doing next with your career and/or education?

HT: Next year I will be entering my third year of studies towards my Bachelor of 
Technology in Architectural Science. I plan on working with Ankenman Associates 
Architects Inc. again next summer and after I have completed my Bachelor’s. I am 
unsure at this point whether I will pursue a Master’s of Architecture.

CC: In terms of architecture and schooling, all I know is I’m working for a year. Long-
term goals might include schooling or missions for a design organization in another 
country, but right now I’m going to focus on living architecture, not just reading about 
it in a book. Also, being a musician, I’m interested in how spaces for musicians are made 
so I hope to explore something in that direction as well.

AIBC: Do you aspire to be mentor yourself one day?

HT: Yes. It is important to share whatever knowledge you can with those who are 
trying to get ahead in their careers. I believe it is the responsibility of the industry to 
train newcomers. The combination of academic and applied knowledge is something 
BCIT has a good grasp of. I understand that offices are busy and that they cannot have 
a bunch of students in their office wasting valuable time, but they should keep focus on 
the future rewards of their investments.  Mark’s firm has a good understanding of this.

CC: I’m already a mentor – just not a professional mentor! Mentoring is good. I believe 
in living and then telling other people about my experiences and helping them along the 
way. The first reason I got into architecture was so that I could make a difference in a 
community and provide a new way of thinking about things.

AIBC: Any other thoughts you’d like to share?  

HT: The best part of coming to work each day is the people. Working with such 
talented and good-natured individuals has been a real treat. Before coming to this firm 
I had some idea of what I could do with my training but no idea of what I wanted to 
do. I was suffering from a lack of confidence that I’m sure plagues many students who 
are attempting to enter the workforce. After working for this short time and meeting 
other people who have chosen a similar path, I am sure that this is what I want to do.

CC: Architecture is such a broad field that it’s important to talk to people in all 
areas… to see what they do. Going into architecture doesn’t mean you have to just be 
an architect. That’s one of the things that I assumed coming in; I just thought, “Well, 
if I’m in the field, I have to be an architect.” There are a lot of options so I think it’s 
important to explore where you fit in, what makes you happy, and where your talents 
shine.

British Columbia Institute of 
technology (BCIt) Award recipients

The Architectural Institute of British Columbia 
Achievement Award
Architectural & Building Engineering Technology
recipient: Julia Montgomery

The Architectural Institute of British Columbia 
Achievement Award in Architectural Science
BTECH in Architectural Science
recipient: Jonathan Choo

The Architectural Institute of British Columbia 
Achievement Award in Architecture
Architectural & Building Engineering Technology 
recipient: henry tufts

The Architectural Institute of British Columbia 
Award in Architectural Science
Architectural & Building Engineering Technology
recipient: Andrew Carnochan

The Architectural Institute of British Columbia 
Award in Architecture
Architectural & Building Engineering Technology
recipient: Melvin lau

In addition to the AIBC awards listed above, 
several other talented BCIT students received 
graduating awards in June 2008. Among them:

The BC Building Envelope Council Education 
Foundation Awards in Building Science
recipient: Douglas horn

The Stantec Consulting Award
recipient: richard Aarestad

The UWCV Loch Centennial Award
recipient: Crystal Craig

university of British Columbia (uBC) 
Award recipients

The Architectural Institute of British Columbia 
Scholarship 
recipients: tai Kasey Ziola hrudey (Medal)

David guenter
Matthew Beall
Danielle Bird hagen
Bryan Beca
heather Maxwell

In 2008, several outstanding students received 
AIBC-sponsored awards in recognition of their 
academic excellence and dedication. The AIBC 
congratulates these young scholars and wishes 
them every success in their future endeavors.
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2008 AIBC-SPONSORED 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
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Irregular Swimming Pools
B.C.’s swimming pool regulations (c. 1972) 
suffer from age, obsolescence, conflict and 
uneven application to the extent that projects, 
investments and community benefits are 
at risk. A joint effort among consulting 
architects and engineers (chaired by Terry 
Barkley MAIBC along with MAIBCs Bruce 
Carscadden, Darrell Condon and Steve 
Hart) produced a critical but constructive 
communiqué (available for viewing online at 
www.aibc.ca) to the Ministry of Health and 
all provincial health authorities, which have 
since expressed appreciation and empathy for 
the comprehensive summary of issues. Stay in 
your lanes as we approach the turn. 

Six-story Wood-frame (ad)Ventures
Instigated in no small measure by the 
interest of the forestry products industry (for 
inspiration, see the 2008 AIBC Architectural 
Awards winning submission from Urban 
Arts Architecture) and the potential for 
increased market choice, renewable resource 
usage and competition, the provincial 
government is investigating the prospect of 
six-storey wood frame residential buildings. 
Are they permissible under today’s codes? 
No, and naysayers reflexively protest. There 
is supportive evidence elsewhere (including 
California and some European countries), 
and the early advice is that technical hurdles 
such as structural capacity, shrinkage and 
fire ratings can be resolved. However, there 
are tougher issues: effective, integrated code 

changes; industry awareness and readiness 
(especially relating to engineered wood); 
and systems outside the building such as 
fire-fighting and water flow capacities. A 
thoughtful  AIBC/APEGBC brainstorming 
session, co-chaired by Teddy Lai MAIBC 
with participation from MAIBCs Chris 
Block, Alan Brown, Steve Hart, Albert Leung 
and Trudy Rotgans, yielded a combined 
submission to the province’s Building Policy 
Branch (available via the AIBC website at 
www.aibc.ca) that articulates guarded support 
and caution as to the need for thorough 
research and well-timed implementation. We 
anticipate further AIBC participation and will 
report in greater depth as it unfolds. 

hot off The Press:  BCDC-2 / 2008
The B.C. Documents Committee (which 
includes MAIBCs Monica Baillie, Gregg 
Brown, Kerry Magnus and Brett Smaill as 
well as active representatives from the British 
Columbia Construction Association; College 
of New Caledonia; Consulting Engineers of 
British Columbia; Interior Health Authority; 
Simon Fraser University; and the provincial 
government’s Risk Management Branch) has 
produced a new-and-improved set of standard 
documents for use on publicly-funded B.C. 
buildings in conjunction with CCDC-2/2008. 
Endorsed by the AIBC and BCCA, they 
supersede their predecessors of March 2004. 
Their scope covers instructions to bidders, bid 
forms, supplemental conditions and guidelines 
for their use. No architectural library is 

Successful building details are often a function of returns, especially at edges, changes 
in plane, interfaces and … corners. The return of the Hot Corner, with its professional 
practice orientation, comes hard on the heels of Olympian feats both architectural and 
avian, Beijing having provided both the instantly-iconic Birds Nest Stadium and the little-
known fact that top-flight shuttlecocks use only feathers from the left wings of geese. The 
latter is no doubt devoid of political ramification. Still, successful practice cannot avoid the 
import of political (either upper or lower case) action. Furthermore, staying on the sidelines 
dooms one to spectator status with no defence against adverse results. Consider the wisdom 
of Wayne Gretzky, who noted “you always miss 100% of the shots you don’t take.” In that 
spirit, the AIBC regularly chooses to enter the game in an effort to influence the outcome, as 
the following four developments (coordinated through Professional Practice) show. 

hot Corner #69
By Michael Ernest MAIBC

Michael Ernest MAIBC is the 
AIBC’s Director of Professional 
Practice. For questions or 
comments, he can be reached at 
mernest@aibc.ca or 
(604) 683-8588, #304.

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE
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complete without them. They can be found 
on the Public Construction Council’s web site 
at www.pccbc.com. 

Convoluted Public Procurement Policy 
outlook (C3Po)
The B.C. Provincial Government’s stated 
operational policy speaks to processes that are 
fair, equitable and transparent. However, in its 
2007 decision involving Tercon Contractors, 
the British Columbia Court of Appeal 
gave credence to even the most appallingly 
inequitable, unfair and opaque “privilege 
clause” regarding procurement of construction 
and, by association, consulting services. You 
can look it up at http://www.courts.gov.
bc.ca/jdb-txt/ca/07/05/2007bcca0592.htm. 
The successful appellant? The B.C. Ministry 
of Transportation. One byproduct of this 
decision has been a spate of advice from 
law firms to owners/clients recommending 
inclusion of such a clause. Architects are 
strongly cautioned to watch for, and resist, 
such language in proposal calls, contracts and 
bidding documents that would leave them 
(along with engineers, bidders and builders) 
exposed to the proverbially tilted playing field. 
Specifically: undue business and professional 
risk, increased costs, and decreased 
knowledgeable participants will accrue, likely 
to the detriment of owners and clients as well.

However, in a recent, positive development, 
Tercon’s legal team (led by William McLean 
MAIBC) was successful in convincing the 
Supreme Court of Canada to hear a federal 
appeal of the case. Most requests of this sort 
fail; this one succeeded, likely because of 
the public policy implications. Their leave 
to appeal was supported by several affidavits 
including one on behalf of the AIBC 
(available via the AIBC website at 
www.aibc.ca). We await sound judgment.

A little Bedtime reading
For those of us with offspring still at 
home (and just when did my son become 
12?), here’s a recommendation for shared 
experience: The Wright Three by Blue Balliett 
(Scholastic Inc., 2006). This book features 
young protagonists who solve a mystery in 
connection with the Frederick C. Robie house 
(Chicago, Illinois 1910), inspired by its “man 
in the window” design. The keys to solving the 
case will be familiar to you: inquisitiveness, 
pattern recognition, collaboration, and 
positive action in the face of intimidation.

And always remember ... take your best shot.
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Canada Innovates: Sustainable Building is 
a textbook-sized volume that captures the 
state of sustainable building in Canada from 
approximately 2000 to 2005. It features five 
short essays, about 50 sustainable building 
projects, and a list of suppliers and products. 
Scattered throughout the book are quotes 
from the fields of sustainability, architecture, 
planning and politics. 

Produced by the School of Design, Faculty 
of Business at George Brown College, the 
book’s design is clean and clear, and reflects 
the simplicity and functionality of the projects 
within. The school’s director, Luigi Ferrera 
OAA, MRAIC Hon. ACID O, ICSID 
Senator notes in his essay that his most 
profound personal experience of sustainable 
building was sensory in nature. As I read the 
following lines, I lean in to smell the book:

Of all the reasons why all building should be 
sustainable, should this not rank high? The 
stories that form the agenda for sustainability 
are there (i.e. we must reduce our greenhouse 
gas emissions in order to abate any rise in sea 
levels, otherwise we may need to consider 
designing “sustainable” waterfront properties 
to be future submarines). In the midst of 
global fear and complicity, dare I say that we 
should aim to “feel right” in our inhabited 
spaces, as part and parcel to any other basis for 
sustainable building? 

The feel of cob in one’s hands - simple, 
dirty stuff - provides another visceral path 
to sustainability. In the second essay, Emily 
Visser BA, AOCA looks at the vernacular 
and its potential to build communities 
Focusing on a cob shelter in a Toronto public 

park, she sees how it enhances public space 
and offers opportunities for people to get 
actively involved with sustainable building. 
However, it is more than a simple shelter. 
It is a catalyst to induce further public 
interest in sustainability. Later in the book, 
a project of a model sustainable condo seeks 
to accomplish something similar in terms of 
public awareness. Certainly, the development 
of a greener lifestyle and mentality at the 
individual level forms the basis for all such 
pursuits.

Terri Meyer Boake B.E.S. B.Arch. M.Arch. 
LEED® A.P. writes that of the architectural 
styles in the 1980s, “Environmentalism was 
not one of them. Environmental design 
required scientific calculations to make it 
credible. It required a lot of work. Only the 
hardcore environmentalists were committed to 
that degree of effort.” Over the next 20 years, 
tools and techniques were developed - from 
system design to standards of measurement. 
However, I hope that the definition of 
sustainability in building goes beyond 
numbers, calculations, lists, classifications 
and certifications. Should we not integrate 
desire into the equation? Can we manufacture 
a passion for sustainability? Or does this 
threaten our sense of Canadian pragmatism?

Contributor Ian Chodikoff OAA, MRIAC 
calls for a more holistic approach to 
sustainable thinking as a way of moving 
beyond checklists of sustainable design 
features. Architects necessarily collaborate, 
but effective leadership is also needed. Says 
Chodikoff:

Canada Innovates: Sustainable Building

“It was clear to me that sustainably designed buildings are not only designed 
and built differently but most importantly they smell and feel different. They 
work to give you a ‘just right’ feeling. You can sense the difference. You can 
feel it. You can smell it. It is this difference that is the point of sustainable 
design, which detail by detail, building by building is part of an ongoing 
dialogue that helps to balance, restore and regenerate the planet we occupy.”

It is 30° in my apartment. A victim of climate change and this place I call home, I struggle 
to find a cool enough place to review this book. If this essay is found wanting or unclear, 
whom do I charge beyond myself for my lack of productivity? Perhaps this review is in itself 
a reflection of unsustainable circumstances begun not too long ago, the effects of which are 
unavoidably palpable at this moment.

“Architects must learn to assert themselves in the 
development process so that issues like technical 
and policy reforms, brownfield remediation, 
development charges, tax incentives, and 
innovative financial instruments can overcome 
potential obstacles affecting the realization of a 
high-quality project.”

Edited by Luigi Ferrera and Emily Visser
Key Porter Books, Toronto, 2008 
(first edition 2006)

Canada Innovates cover image courtesy of Key Porter Books.

BOOK REVIEW

Review by Lisa Kwan, IA
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He describes how the Dockside Lands 
sustainable community project in Victoria in 
particular embodied a multi-pronged process 
that responded to a variety of concerns and 
issues. I agree that architects do need to step 
outside of the box - for example into the 
realm of politics, law and finance - so that we 
can construct something that is more than its 
parts: an architecture of a sustainable world. 
                      
In the final essay, Peter Busby C.M., 
AIA, FRAIC, MAIBC, Architect AAA, 
MOAA, BCID, LEED® A.P. begins with 
the foundation of sustainable design: it 
recognizes the importance of meeting current 
needs without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs. 
Sustainable design is fundamentally based on 
common sense and is responsive to a triple 
bottom line of economic, environmental and 
social objectives.

This definition of sustainable design is, 
of course, based on that of sustainable 
development. It is easy to critique the latter, 
given that it can be bent and moulded to 
serve individual motives. I wonder, should 
I live another 50 years, if I will have been 
part of the “current needs” generation or the 
“future generation?” In any case, certainly 
at the heart of the matter is how sustainable 
design is the reflection of intellectual 
energy deployed in order to compensate for 
diminishing resources and to maintain a high 
quality of life. 

It brought to mind Busby’s presentation 
at the 2007 AIBC Annual Conference. 
In particular, I recalled how he focused 
on learning from past projects. Given an 
acceptance of the underlying intent of 
sustainable design and development, the 
question remains: where do we go from 
here? It is the architectural definition - the 
expression of the material and non-material 
realms of the sustainability question - that 
is of most interest because its truth is 
undeniable: one can smell it, one can measure 
it, one has the gut feeling that is it the right 
thing.

I enjoyed reading about the various projects. 
The differences are vast and reflect the diverse 
people, values, intents and locations. Quite a 
number are case studies and laboratories that 
teach by example. The art in architecture is 
there. For me, some also express superbly the 
essence of sustainability. For example, in the 
permanent building for the Cirque du Soleil, 
“the grande staircase is adorned with recycled 

pieces from old La Ronde bumper cars that 
have been transformed into a ramp.” In an 
oceanography institute, sea water is drawn 
to provide virtually free air conditioning. 
Sustainability can be so very cool.

At the end of this book, I was left to wonder: 
how effective are our efforts. Or, if we need 
to be effective, where should our efforts 
be placed? These projects are meant to be 
the seeds of inspiration for others. While 
new construction offers a distinctive board 
upon which to draw, I would think that an 
example of a sustainable renovation – such 
as in a typical home or community – would 
have been more than welcome. 

The book should appeal to a broad audience, 
as the essays introduce the background 
of sustainable building while the project 
descriptions reflect the growth, adaptation 
and experimentation in this field. However, 
in the design of the book as well as its 
content, I feel it needs to connect to the 
larger picture. Where is the link between the 
table of contents and each project? Where 
is the connection of each individual project 
with the larger project of sustainability? 
Moreover, I cannot help but feel that it is 
already dated. Although published recently, 
none of the projects included were touched 
by the rise in oil prices and related economic 
impacts of the past year. The effect of this 
alone on the bottom line should be enough 
to steer all projects to an even higher level of 
innovation. I look forward to seeing an even 
thicker volume for the third in this series.

Architecture is full of loose ends; of 
complexity and contradiction. While this 
may be a useful and inspiring reference book, 
I still question how architects are becoming 
leaders in seeing with absolute clarity our 
global situation and prioritizing our efforts 
and energies. How can the profession develop 
in order for us to step out of the box by not 
only finding effective answers, but developing 
good questions? “I once learned that a good 
question is greater than the most brilliant 
answer,” wrote Louis Kahn. Unless we have 
a true sense of priority and urgency, our 
energies are expended much like moving 
chairs on the Titanic. As stated by Dr. David 
Suzuki in one of the random quotes in the 
book, “The human brain is now the key to 
our future.”

Engineers, Planners &
Project Managers

Vancouver    Vancouver(Quadra)
t: 604.685.9381   t: 604.688.8671 

Burnaby (RADA)   Kelowna
t: 604.263.7232   t: 250.869.1334

Kamloops    Edmonton 
t: 250.828.1511   t: 780.423.4123

Calgary     Winnipeg
t: 403.269.7440   t: 204.943.3178

For more information, or to contact 

our other offices please visit

www.mmm.ca
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As the regulator of the profession of 
architecture in the public interest of British 
Columbians, however, the AIBC is required 
by law to give practical meaning to the phrase 
in almost everything it does. Through the 
Architects Act, the commonwealth has spoken:  
registered members may take the designation 
architect and the practice thereof unto 
themselves, but as gatekeeper and monitor of 
that “monopoly”, the profession’s regulator 
must attend to the public interest first.

Looking elsewhere first doesn’t mean the 
profession’s own specific interests – including 
running profitable firms and continuing to be 
treated as the prime design profession – are 
necessarily submerged. Successful architectural 
firms able to compete for commissions and 
design talent are an important aspect of the 
public interest. A profession withering on the 
vine nourishes no one; rights to practice and 
title don’t exclude a right to succeed.

The AIBC’s statutory obligation to police 
illegal practice actually binds the public 
interest to the profession’s exclusive rights 
to title and practice. The public expects that 
professional responsibility for life safety, 
design and other key elements of the built 
environment will be assumed by accredited, 
regulated professionals. When non-architects 
practise architecture, the public interest 
demands a suitable response from the 
institute.

Over the past few years, the AIBC has 
dedicated increasing resources to what 
was formerly called act enforcement. As the 
institute’s information intake, investigation, 
dispute resolution and prosecution process has 
evolved, AIBC Council and staff have come to 
appreciate the challenges inherent in policing 
illegal practice “in the public interest”. We’ve 

also come to embrace the importance – to our 
members, the public and the profession as a 
whole – in doing as much as we reasonably 
can to ensure that the Architects Act is 
respected and complied with no less than 
other provincial laws.

The Illegal Practice Department continues 
to address multiplying spot fires across the 
province – from the scattering of design 
services claiming to offer “architectural 
services” to engineering firms pushing the 
envelope. However, our primary focus remains 
working with municipalities, regional districts 
and their many representative associations. 
As members remind me almost daily, there is 
little accord across the province’s authorities 
having jurisdiction (AHJs) when it comes to 
requiring an architect to be on the job at the 
time of formal application.  

The AIBC recently revamped Bulletin 31 in 
an attempt to more clearly describe which 
buildings require an architect’s services by 
law. We believe the law is clear: an owner 
advancing approvals for a building requiring 
the services of an architect must have an 
MAIBC formally retained no later than 
the first formal application. Of course, 
architectural services are often provided 
before formal applications are made, and even 
where no such application is contemplated 
or required. The AIBC is simply drawing 
a sensible line at “formal applications” for 
the purposes of enforcing the legislation. 
We continue to be in regular contact with 
building officials about the required timing of 
these services.

Even so, some authorities allow applications 
to proceed through rezoning and development 
permit without architects. In fact, the 
situation is epidemic in parts of the province. 

Regulating Illegal Practice in the Public Interest
By Thomas Lutes LL.B. 

We hear the phrase “in the public interest” so often that it’s surprising how little general 
agreement there tends to be about its meaning. As politicians, civil servants, professionals, 
regulators and lobbyists volley public interest language around with their own special spin, 
it’s tempting to dismiss much of it as mere wordplay.

PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT & ILLEGAL PRACTICE

Thomas Lutes LL.B, Barrister & 
Solicitor, is the AIBC’s Director 
of Professional Conduct & 
Illegal Practice. For questions or 
comments, he can be reached at 
tlutes@aibc.ca or 
(604) 683-8588, #321.
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the argument, noting that “the Code does 
not have the same weight as a statute and 
cannot purport to bestow on the engineering 
profession an expanded area of practice not 
authorized by the governing Acts”. The court 
concluded that the same principle applied 
to the city’s building bylaw, and that to rule 
otherwise would amount to “the regulation 
wagging the statute”. In the end, the court 
issued the injunction and declared that 
the local bylaws must be “interpreted and 
administered in a manner which is consistent 
with the provisions of The Architects Act 
and which does not admit of, acquiesce in or 
condone the violation of it by non-members.”

The AIBC is fortunate that our largest 
municipalities, particularly in the Lower 
Mainland, consider the Architects Act as part 
of their planning and approval processes. 
Some AHJs include specific reference to the 
legislation in their bylaws – a practice we 
support and intend to address more formally 
in our ongoing work with municipalities.  

The AIBC appreciates the multiple pressures 
that municipalities face. In the current 
construction boom, political pressure 
alone can make applying the brakes to the 
development process a job hazard for some 
building officials. We support those AHJs 
– and those individuals working in developer-
driven processes – who understand the laws 
of the province and strive to comply. We’ll 
continue trying to make their jobs easier with 
a focus on education to the greatest extent 
possible.

Regardless, our bedrock principle will remain 
the public’s interest in ensuring that not 
only is provincial law respected, but that the 
rationale behind requiring architects to be 
hired is better understood. There are good 
reasons that the legislature established a 
broad scope of practice and right to title for 
architects: a long history of professionalism 
and the rigorous education, training, 
examination, registration and ethical standards 
that set architects apart. 

AIBC Council has given clear direction: 
upholding the public interest by policing 
breaches of the Architects Act is a priority. 
We won’t shy away from making our case 
in court if cooperative efforts fail, and are 
well equipped to do so. The public interest 
demands nothing less than this commitment 
to the law that also allows architects to 
practice and prosper.

We are stalwart in our position that an 
application for a building requiring the 
services of an architect that does not have 
one should not be processed until an MAIBC is 
on the job. In other words, we are not asking 
AHJs to enforce the Architects Act, which of 
course is the institute’s responsibility. We are 
asking that AHJs comply with the Act. In 
most cases, this simply means downing pencils 
when MAIBCs are M.I.A. 

Reliance upon municipal bylaws and one-off 
interpretations of the B.C Building Code are 
not sufficient to comply with provincial law. 
Bylaws and the Building Code are subordinate 
legislation; the Architects Act is provincial law 
and applies to municipalities no less than it 
does to our members, non-members and any 
other party.  

Our position is supported by many 
municipalities, by legal opinion, common 
sense (the two not always fraternal), and 
the occasional judicial decision. A couple of 
reasonably recent cases illustrate the point.

In Muir v. City of Surrey, a 2006 B.C. 
Provincial Court decision, the judge was 
asked to consider an ASTTBC-registered 
building designer’s lawsuit against the City of 
Surrey. The designer claimed that the city had 
interfered with his contractual relationship 
with his client by requiring that an architect 
be retained to submit drawings necessary 
for a development permit application for a 
commercial renovation. Surrey successfully 
defended the lawsuit by relying on the 
requirement in its development permit stating 
that every owner must comply with all statutes 
and bylaws. The judge concluded that in 
addition, Surrey’s “Planning Department 
is required to fulfill its mandate to comply 
with relevant and applicable legislation and 
is thereby justified in requiring a party, when 
engaged in the development and building 
process, to comply with such legislation.” 
Strong, clear words to all parties.

In the 2005 decision Manitoba Association of 
Architects v. City of Winnipeg, our Manitoba 
counterpart sought an injunction against 
the City of Winnipeg for its habit of issuing 
building and occupancy permits based on 
architectural drawings prepared and sealed 
by engineers. The city’s lawyers argued, 
in part, that the Manitoba Building Code 
and the city bylaw had the same authority 
as that province’s Architects Act, and that 
the city officials’ interpretations of those 
documents should prevail. The court rejected 
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The new ownership brings a new vision and a 
new approach. For example, the coming year 
will see a significant shift in the timing of the 
two annual events. While Design Northwest 
will once again take place in the spring 
(February 11-12), IDSwest moves to the fall 
(September 17-20). 

Taking cues from the highly celebrated IDS 
show in Toronto, a new feature for IDSwest 
will bring together local stars in the design, 
architecture and material supply worlds. 
Teams of architects, designers and fabricators 
will be given just one material to craft an 
entire concept, from floor to ceiling. Each 
team will work to develop a unique exhibit 
that pushes the boundaries of traditional 
design while also showcasing their creativity 
and ability to develop cutting edge projects.

Titled “Collaborations”, this approach 
gen-erated both interest and ideas as part 
of the 2008 IDS Toronto event. A prime 
example was a project that teamed KPMB 
Architects with fabricator Tron-X Corp. The 
material used was Smith & Fong PLYBOO, a 
sustainable product made from 100% bamboo 
and supplied by Taproot. The resulting 
exhibit made use of light to highlight the 
unique properties of the material.

Also on tap for Vancouver in 2009, MMPI 
is working with the AIBC and the Interior 
Designers Institute of British Columbia on 
concepts for the fourth annual design project/
competition. Building on the success of the 
previous Doghouse Vancouver, Mountain Pine 

By Jason Heard 
Show Director - Interior Design Show West (IDSwest)

The past year has seen dramatic changes in 
the landscape for design and architecture 
events on the West Coast. With the recent 
purchase of both Design Northwest (held 
in conjunction with the BC Construction 
Show) and the Interior Design Show West 
(IDSwest), Merchandise Mart Properties 
Canada (MMPI) has become a major player 
in the business of connecting, promoting, 
highlighting and celebrating design and 
architecture in B.C. 

DESIGN

Collaboration feature exhibit by KPMB Architects, Taproot/Plyboo by Smith & Fong, Tron-X Corp. Courtesy of IDS 08.

West Coast Architects & Designers Unite for Annual Showcase Events
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Beetle Designs, and REST - Public Seating 
Concepts, the next project will look at an 
important issue to Vancouver as well as many 
outlying communities: social housing. The 
scope of the project will also incorporate 
concepts of pre-fabricated structures and 
sustainability.  

“Design professionals on the West Coast have 
never enjoyed better conditions for prosperity, 
recognition and career advancement. At the same 
time, our industry continues to be challenged 
with issues and demands consistent with rapidly 
expanding economies, local and beyond.  This 
spirit of prosperity is reflected in a B.C. based 
design culture showcasing environmentally 
responsible, innovative and inclusive talent.” 
– Jim Toy B.A. B.Arch. R.I.D. LEED® A.P., 
President, Interior Designers Institute of B.C.

As in previous years, an open call will be 
circulated for those interested in participating 
in these and other projects. Competition 
submissions will be showcased at both Design 
Northwest and the IDSwest. 

With the shift in both format and timing, 
MMPI will deliver two events that cater to 

the industry, providing valuable educational 
programs as well as introducing the latest 
and greatest in design and architecture 
from around the world. The two shows 
now combine to provide valuable industry 
resources at six month intervals. It all serves to 
meet a growing need.

“Vancouverites as a whole are becoming savvier 
when it comes to understanding design and 
architecture,” says Nancy Bendtsen of Inform 
Interiors. “With the increase of this knowledge 
base comes an increased hunger to experience 
design in all its forms; and helping to provide 
that experience to designers, architects and 
consumers is one important reason we work with 
MMPI and IDSwest.” 

With an exciting line-up of programs, the 
shows’ educational components will provide 
valuable opportunities for professionals to 
stay current and keep up-to-date with their 
accreditations. Explains IDSwest Show 
Director Jason Heard: “Developing unique 
and diverse programs allows the marketplace 
to easily access the latest information and 
efficiently complete educational credits. 
Presentations are a valuable tool to share 

knowledge, and when combined with onsite 
displays and exhibits, the educational circle is 
complete.”  

For MMPI, it’s all a step towards bigger and 
better things. As Mark Stephenson, MMPI 
Western VP remarks, “We truly believe 
the West Coast is one of North America’s 
most interesting and diverse regions, with 
extremely strong design and architecture 
communities leading the way in developing 
new and sustainable strategies to foster the 
growth of the industry as a whole. The more 
we can do to challenge, provide opportunities 
and showcase successes, the stronger the 
local industry becomes. We look forward to 
building on that success in the years to come.”

MMPI produces many industry-leading 
events both within Canada and in the USA, 
including NeoCon, IIDEX, the Interior 
Design Show and Construct Canada.

For more information, please visit: 
www.idswest.com 
www.designnorthwest.ca  
www.mmpicanada.com 

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

soprema_bc.pdf   6/4/08   9:44:34 AM

DESIGN



36 - Issue 29 September 2008 architectureBC

The AIBC recently wrapped up its ever-
popular Summer Walking Tours program. 
The annual seasonal tours provide an 
unparalleled opportunity for tourists 
and locals alike to enjoy at taste of the 
architectural treats of Vancouver and Victoria. 
Add a generous sprinkling of history, folklore 
and behind-the-scenes knowledge, and the 
menu is complete.

The tour program has grown significantly 
over the past 16 years. The Vancouver 
selection now encompasses six distinct locales: 
Chinatown, Gastown, Strathcona, the West 
End, Yaletown, and the Downtown Business 
Core. In Victoria, architecture enthusiast 
can choose from The Inner Harbour, Fort 
Victoria, Old Town & Chinatown, Art Deco 
& Moderne, and Ecclesiastical Architecture. 
The Tuesday-to-Saturday tours, approximately 
an hour and a half in length, are a bargain at 
$5.

University of British Columbia student 
Lauren English has guided the Vancouver 
tours over the past three summers. For her, 
the program has proved valuable on many 
fronts. “I originally got involved with the 
AIBC when I responded to an employment 
posting on the University of British Columbia 
website,” she explains. “I’ve always loved 
architecture, so I was immediately drawn to 
this unique opportunity.

“Like many students, I needed a summer 
job, but what I wound up with was so much 
more. I’ve met hundreds of new people, 

AIBC TOURS ADD SIzzLE TO SUMMER

Tour guide Lauren 
English (in green) leads 
a tour of Vancouver’s 
Yaletown. Photo courtesy 
of the AIBC.

developed outstanding leadership and public 
speaking skills, built a solid understanding 
of Vancouver’s architecture and heritage, 
and nurtured amazing relationships with the 
institute and many of its members.”

One of the favourite aspects of the job 
for English has been following the city’s 
evolution. “Just look at Strathcona,” she 
says. “Back in 1967, city planners actually 
contemplated demolishing large portions of 
the neighbourhood. Think of all the heritage 
homes that would have been destroyed.”

Instead, the neighbourhood has taken a 
dramatic turn for the better, thanks to historic 
restoration and community development 
efforts. With it has come a renewed sense 
of pride evidenced by those on the walking 
route. Says English: “This summer, two of my 
Strathcona tour groups were spontaneously 
invited into private homes, so they could truly 
appreciate the splendor and unique charm of 
the area.”

While English was leading the Vancouver 
tours, Victoria visitors were under the 
guidance of University of Calgary student 
Nathan Flach. Flach added a new wrinkle to 
his program this summer, supplementing his 
regular walking tour schedule with a special 
architectural cycling tour. Co-presented by 
the AIBC and the Greater Victoria Cycling 
Coalition, the 15-kilometer tour covered 
downtown Victoria, Fairfield, Oak Bay and 
Fernwood. Throughout the ride, Flach was 
able to highlight a range of architectural styles 

and trends, including classical, heritage, and 
modern. Special attention was also given to 
those buildings demonstrating best practices 
in environmental sustainability. 

Inclement weather aside, the tours are 
enjoyable and rewarding for guides and 
visitors alike. For many tour participants, 
the tours offer a closer glimpse at their own 
backyards. “Nearly a third of the people are 
local,” explains English. Their most common 
response: “I can’t believe I didn’t know that, 
and I’ve lived here for such a long time.”

Plus, tour participants go away with a renewed 
appreciation for the built environment and 
those who created it. As English relates, “they 
tell me they’re looking at buildings more, 
paying attention to their surroundings, and 
wondering why certain decisions were made.”

Count on the education and awareness to 
continue when the tour program returns in 
summer 2009.

OUTREACh

Tour guide Nathan Flach leads the Victoria cycling tour. 
Photo by Jason Weedmark.
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IN MY OPINION

We find ourselves living in an era of 
“autograph architecture”; sweeping, aggressive 
personal statement buildings that plaster the 
architect’s vision across the urban skyline 
saying “Look at me!” The phenomenon of the 
celebrity architect is worldwide, and I believe 
it is fracturing any sense of community. And 
in America where the urban sense of place is 
usually weaker than its European roots, all 
sense of community is being lost.

From the start of the first colonies in America, 
emotional and physical security was found 
in being a part of a community. That sense 
of belonging lasted until the postwar 1950s, 
when growth began stretching development 
into cornfields and shopping centers were 
substituted for town squares. All this planning 
was based on the Federal highway building 
program and cars usually became the only 
mode of transport, replacing walking and 
decimating any sense of community life. Uses 
became segregated and exclusive, and a sense 
of isolation began creeping over the country.

Today, planners still ignore the pedestrian 
experience and neighborhoods and busy 
themselves with designing the form of the 
city. Planning departments call for high-rise 
accents in the urban fabric instead of looking 
for ways to make the streets a network of 
walkable and satisfying places. Few pedestrians 
count the number of floors above them, but 
everyone notices when they are enjoying a 
nice walk.

The making of architect media heroes is a 
new phenomenon. On the one hand such 
recognition is welcome and long overdue, 

and the problem isn’t the quality of design. 
It is that the responsibility for creating urban 
communities for the future is seldom part of 
the starchitect’s agenda. A mere 50 years ago, 
most architects would have been incredulous 
if you had told them that their name alone 
would raise millions of dollars for clients or 
be the difference between success and failure 
in leasing an office project. The number 
of famous architects in the world could be 
counted on one hand back then. But today 
the era of the celebrity architect is blooming 
worldwide. Architects’ names are now even 
associated with retail household products like 
teapots, watches and lighting fixtures.

Today the phenomenon has taken hold so 
completely that it is beginning to fracture 
the fabric of our urban areas. The purity 
of “autograph architecture” is preserved 
by holding it away from its neighboring 
buildings with plazas to create room to be 
better admired. Shouldn’t we ask ourselves 
why was it that Andrea Palladio could design 
a project as part of the fabric of the city in the 
16th century without sacrificing his artistic 
integrity, and yet Mies Van der Rohe and 
many architects today have to have plazas 
isolating their designs, as if the surrounding 
riffraff of buildings would contaminate their 
jewels? Greater recognition of the importance 
of architecture should make better cities, but 
that’s not possible when no building can be 
next to another.

Few of us would question that the needs of 
our growing population should be met by 
intensifying urban development rather than 
continual sprawl. And yet the buildings we are 
producing today resist becoming part of the 
fabric of our urban areas, and their resultant 
urban spaces have more to do with monument 
settings than outdoor rooms for daily life. 
Sometimes “public” space is almost a joke. 
Just ask yourself, would the forecourt of St. 
Peters be the same if it were on the roof of 
the basilica? Just because it is possible today, 
such an idea is still totally irrational and serves 
no urban purpose other than satisfying the 
planning code requirement for open space.

Obviously some sites for projects call for the 

isolated monument where the forms have 
more to do with sculpture than urbanity. But 
when we transfer the buildings-as-sculptural-
monuments approach to designs for making 
cities denser, the forgotten human gets little 
benefit and no enhanced sense of community. 
Architecture can’t escape that it still has a 
function beyond serving the developer, which 
is creating a part of the city aggregate. None 
of us would argue that Mendelsohns Potsdam 
hat factory -- shaped like a hat -- would look 
just as good in Union Square in San Francisco 
as it did standing alone. Is the design of street 
space and the search for a human experience 
that satisfies the sensory needs of human 
beings too uninteresting for our profession 
to be bothered? Are we not perhaps just 
producing with these sculpture monuments 
the Pruitt-Igoe-style projects of tomorrow? 
As our population grows, more and more 
Americans are going to live urban lives and 
need the real sense of neighborhood and 
community that architecture can give.

The serious challenge for the profession 
today is not how to make a city icon. It is 
to find ways to bring a satisfying humanity 
to an urban density to house our growing 
population. The human animal is remarkably 
unregimented, with an amazing range of 
sensory receivers that need to be nourished, or 
our designs will yield only alienation for those 
who live there, no matter how proud we are of 
our singular artistic achievements.

Josef Albers, the noted Bauhaus artist and 
color theorist, pointed out that an interrupted 
pattern is far more powerful than a non-
patterned overall complexity. In the same 
way, good cities need carefully designed 
background buildings that together can 
generate satisfying urban spaces, with the 
occasional signature building that will enhance 
and often give identity to a neighborhood. 
Relying only on those signature structures to 
create a satisfying human experience will leave 
us isolated and wanting.

This article first appeared on Planetizen: 
The Planning & Design Network  
www.planetizen.com. 
Copyright 2008 Urban Insight. Inc.

Autograph Architecture
by John Field, FAIA

Architect John 
Field believes 
that signature 
buildings 
by celebrity 
architects are 
destroying the 
urban fabric 
and our sense 
of community.
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NEW lICENSED MEMBErS:
(By completion of Internship)
Witmar Abele
Stephane Chan
Graham C. Coleman
Cheryl Fu
Paul Goodwin
Dylan Jones
Mark Lesack
William King
Paul Klimczyk
Marc Lamerton
Margaret MacDonald
Peter Mather
Tobi May
Douglas Mayr
Helen Pang
Kirsten Riete
Allan Seppanen
Keith Tetlow
Vicki Topping
Xuedong Zhao

(By Canadian reciprocity)
Steven J. Bushnell (Alberta)
John Chow (Ontario)
Geoffrey Cresswell (Ontario) 
Christopher Daly (Manitoba)
Charles Gurd (Quebec)
Setrak Isnar (Ontario)
Line Laurin (Quebec)
David E. Miner (Alberta)
Donald Oliver (Manitoba)
Kevin Parent (Ontario)
Glenn E. Piotrowski (Ontario)
Jeremy Pope (Ontario)
Peter Ridgeway (Ontario)
Peter F. Turner (Ontario)

(By tIlMA) 
Allan Francis 
Norbert Lemermeyer 
Shauna L. Noyes
Christine Ross
Lynn L. Webster

(By uS Inter-recognition)
Carl Christianson (California)
Kelly Davis (California)
Scott Higa (Colorado)
Daniel W. Horner (Virginia)
Robert Hull (Washington
Donald P. Jacobs (California)
Steven Kaup (Colorada)
Kevin E. Kelley (California)
Larry Oltmanns (Illinois)
Charles J. Rownd (Minnesota)
Carla Smith (Texas)
Kim Scott Weil (Colorado) 

(By Alternative 
Qualifications)
Jonathan Katz
Mehdi Naseri Harandi
Louise Webb

(By reinstatement)
John D.T. Graham
Richard Lindseth
Douglas Sollows

lICENSED MEMBEr 
rESIgNAtIoNS: 
(to Previously registered 
Member)
David Cuan
Mark D. Evans
Barry Johns
Debbi Liu
Milan Novacek
Carl Selden

(to retired Architect)
Robert Billington
David F. Ellis (from Previously 
Registered Member)
Bruno Freschi
John Kay
Paul Maas
William McCreery
C. Rodger Morris
Ben Ostrander
Kenneth K.Y. Wong

(fully resigned)
Trevor Larden
Marshall Opyr
Kenneth L. Tsai
Andreas Schneider
David S. Wong

NEW CErtIfICAtES of 
PrACtICE:
ARTECH Architecture Inc.
Fifth Avenue Architecture Inc.
Hugh J. Bitz, Architect
Imperial Architecture
Michelle Fenton Architect
PH5 Architecture Inc.
Project Green Architecture
Schmidt Architecture
Schmidt Architecture
Trio Architectural Design Inc.

fIrM NAME ChANgES:
KMBR Architects Planners Inc.
Formerly: Killick Metz Bowen Rose 
Architects 
Planners Inc.

KMP Architecture Inc.
Formerly: KMA Architecture

Measured Architecture Inc.
Formerly: Clinton Cuddington 
Architect 

Siegfried W. Toews Architect Inc. 
(inactive)
Formerly:  Siegfried W. Toews 
Architect

fIrM ChANgES froM 
ACtIVE to INACtIVE 
StAtuS:
Advanced Architecture Inc.
Nicolson Tamaki Architects Inc.
Thomas Dishlevoy Architecture 
Limited
Tom H. Motomochi Architect Ltd.

fIrM CloSurES:
(Certificates of Practice returned)
David Symons Architect
Franklin Allen Architect

Gersonae Architecture
Jordan A. Levine Architect Inc.
Ken Tsai Architect
Light Box Architecture & Design
Rodger Morris Architect
Trevor N. Larden, Architect

NEW tEMPorAry lICENSES:
Brian L. Curtner #7973
Quadrangle Architects Limited
Collab Arch:  Gordon Mackenzie 
MAIBC

Brian Curtner #8011
Quadrangle Architects Limited
Collab Arch:  Gordon Mackenzie 
MAIBC

Brian Curtner #8012
Quadrangle Architects Limited
Collab Arch:  Gordon Mackenzie 
MAIBC

Costanzo M. Gabriele
Cohos Evamy Integrated Design
Collab. Arch:  James R. Anderson 
MAIBC

Deni Poletti
Core Architects Inc.
Collab Arch: William Reid MAIBC
Robert Forest
Adrian Smith + Gordon Gill 
Architecture
Collab. Arch: John W. Scott 
MAIBC

Frederic M. Strauss
TPG Architecture, LLP
Collab. Arch:  Geoffery Lee MAIBC

tEMPorAry lICENCES 
CANCEllED or CoMPlEtE:
Babak Eslahjou
Core Architects Inc.
Collab Arch:  Peter Mallen MAIBC

Mr. Andrew Nizielski
CannonJohnston Architecture Ltd.
Collab Arch:  Colin W. Craig 
MAIBC
  
Donald Schmitt
Diamond & Schmitt Architects
Collab Arch:  William Locking 
MAIBC 

Donald Schmitt
Diamond and Schmitt Architects
Collab Arch: William Locking 
MAIBC

NEW INtErN ArChItECtS:
Hector Abarca
Bettina Balcaen
Gaston Castano
Tomasz Cerajeski
Morley Dodman
Pamela Doherty
TR Duncan
Adrijana Dzeletovic Kokic 
Roxana Forliti
Vanessa Graham
Supatra Huangyutitham

AIBC REGISTRANT UPDATES
The AIBC announces the following changes in its registry, reflecting amendments from January to June 2008

Ken Kaneda
Johnnie Jung-Shu Kuo
Lok Yan Luanna Lam
Richard Leong
Jennifer Lippa (reinstatement)
Andrew Lisson
Gu Luna
Alexander McCumber
Morgan Meier
Anna Lisa Meyboom
Jody Potvin-Jones
Alfonso Eric Rojo
Amanda Sales
John Saliken
Parisa Seyed-Hoseini
Hamid Reza Taheri Abkouh 
Sergei Vakhrameev
Sandi Wiley 
Mohamed Yasin Visram
Dominic Yu

NEW INtErN ArChItECturAl 
tEChologIStS:
Peter Brigden
Shawn Germansen
Hortensia Moreno 
Allen Mostyk
Tejeshwar Singh
Drew Taylor
Brad Toews
Alex Vizuary

NEW ArChItECturAl 
tEChNologIStS:
Peter Brigden
John Coffey
Ellen Gu
Jeffrey Hutchins
Felito Ilao
Danielle Lambert
Stefan Larose (reinstatement) 
Victor Eric Lee
Victoria Rudczyk
Jacky So
Hugh The

ArChItECturAl  
grADuAtES:  
Anant Topiwala

NEW BuIlDINg DESIgNErS 
(transfer):
Grant Allan Bergman
Joshua Berube
Erich Boettger
Michael Dunsmuir 
Aryo Falakrou
Harve Fuller
David Wesley Heard 
James D. Hipwell
John Krawchuk
James Lam
Lloyd Jack LeMoignan
Graeme Lindsay
David Soohyeog Lim
Michael Marrs
Carson Noftle
Peter Nand 

NEW rESIDENtIAl 
DESIgNErS 
(transfer):
John Biddle
Raymond Bonter

Federica Piccone
Angelique Pilon  
Ryan Proulx
Timothy Stone
Gig Tang
Natalia Tcherniak
Mary Wong
Jay Worthing
Bingyi Yao
Audrey Young
Katy Young
Jonathan Yu  
Stephanie Yu
Kevin Zhang
 
(Student – Syllabus Program)
Reid Bianco
J. Kiefer Elliott
Ralph Herzig
  
rEMoVAlS froM thE 
rEgIStEr for NoN 
PAyMENt of fEES:
(Members)
Jonathan Bailey
Zul Boga
Robert Bradbury
Eugene C. Hopkins
Stephen Sewall
Charles Fawkes

(Certificates of Practice)
Bradbury Architecture
Kent G. Halex Architect
Zul Boga Architect

(Intern Architects)
Rita Alexandra Boehler
Maite Bravo-Gagnon
Julian Carnrite
Wing-Hang Chan
Mathew Galloway
Timothy Judge
Michael Kothke
Winga Lam
Janet Meera Lee
Tuong (Lloyd) Lieu
Andrew MacLean
Jack Witmer McDonald
Laurel Glenda Miles
Geoffrey Frank Miller
Craig Mitchell
Mohammed Rahman
Martha Elizabeth Screaton-Burton
Wei Wang

(Intern Architectural 
technologists) 
Lizsa Bibeau
Nilo Bunao
Jorge Candia
Jose Hernandez
Kimberly Larson

(Architectural technologists)
Eugene Evanetz

(Previously registered Members)
Donald Cormier
Peter Rankis

(Affiliates)
Kelvin Huget
Margot Long

Cary Markin
Angus Muir
Theodore John Mushumanski
Ronald Pederson

ASSoCIAtE rESIgNAtIoNS:
Bill Lipsey (Retired Architect)
William Kestilik (Previously 
Registered Member)
Rod Waterlow (Retired Architect)
Kenneth Yuen (Intern)

NEW AffIlIAtES:
William Johnstone – Xypex 
Chemical Corporation 
Martin Knowles 
Barclay McLeod

NEW StuDENt MEMBErS:
(Architectural technologist 
Program)
Apollinaire Au
Robin Chan
Kasandra Darwel
Theresa Edwards
Shizhe (Roy) Fan
John Ho
Darcy Imada
Tyler McIntosh
Bin Sun
Samuel Tsang

(Student Architecture Program)
Darrah Appelfeller
Leila Araghian
Arash Atashzaeiffar
Mattheo Beall
Alessandra Bragagnini
Jenny Chan
Beverly Chan
José Chan (Manitoba)
Elaine Chang
Maranatha Coulas
Jennifer Cutbill
Karen Fedoruk
Greg Freer
Michael Fugeta 
He Gao
Nicolas Gautien
Matthew Griffin
Jonathan Griffiths
Rachel Guy (Manitoba)
Vicki Ha
Danielle Hagen 
Markus Holzmair
Baktash Ilbeigei
Daniel Irvine
Andrew Junkin
Sarah Kasaei (UBC)
Christian Kliegel
Arthur Leung
Jordan Lock
Peter Loebel 
Elena Ma
Lauren MacAulay
Heather Maxwell
Curtis McLean
Ariel Micling
Edward Minnett 
Erica Mitchell
Seyed Mehdi Hashemi
Tina Ormsby 
Ben Watt-Meyer
Roya Mottahedeh
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QUALITY PRODUCTS YOU CAN TRUST

PLEASE visit our website at www.phoenixmedia.ca 
For a more personal touch, give us a call or visit our showroom. 

PHOENIX MEDIA DIRECT
1680 Booth Avenue
Coquitlam, BC  V3K 1B9 

Tel: 604-522-3068 
Toll Free: 1-888-567-1222 
Fax: 604-522-3434 

Seiko Teriostar
Scanner Plotter Copier

HP Designjet 4500 HP Designjet T1100 MFPHP media and ink

W i d e  F o r m a t  P r i n t i n g  S p e c i a l i s t s

 

BASED ON SOLID CUSTOMER SERVICE AND WELL-KNOWN QUALITY PRODUCTS, Phoenix prides itself on a 

client list that delivers continuous return business. We feel that it is the only way to run a business. With great 

names like Hewlett Packard, Seiko, Intelicoat and Sihl, we know that we can provide graphic solutions to your design 

challenges. Our highly experienced and knowledgeable staff will provide those solutions and help you deliver top 

design services for your valued clients. 

ARCHITECTS, BUILDING DESIGNERS AND IDI REGISTERED INTERIOR DESIGNERS have found that Phoenix 

promises can be counted on, time after time. Everything is in one location to respond to your immediate needs. 

Most of our inventory is converted from mill rolls, guaranteeing freshness, fast delivery, and virtually eliminating 

back orders. 

WHILE EVERYONE has been jumping on the green bandwagon in the last few years, Phoenix has been engaged 

in its own                     for over 13 years. It has been a core philosophy of our 

business from day one. Let us tell you how you can benefi t from being a member of our Green Partner Program. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Call one of our specialists for a demonstration, and receive a complimentary package of Ink Jet Photo Satin paper.
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Experts estimate that 
a staggering 60% of 

the world’s carbon 
emissions come from 

the built environment, 
clogging skies and 

heating the earth.

HOW BIM CAN HELP 
REDUCE THIS BUILDING’S 
CARBON FOOTPRINT –
BEFORE IT’S BUILT.

Revit® software, purpose built 
for BIM, along with leading 

analysis partners, give users 
the ability to predict a building’s 

impact – including its energy 
consumption and waste – so they 

can design ways of reducing both.

Working from a digital 
model, users can assess a 

design’s environmental 
impact, all before ground is 

even broken. Learn about 
Building Information Modeling 

at autodesk.com/PowerofBIM

Autodesk and Revit are registered trademarks or trademarks of Autodesk, Inc., in the USA and/or other countries. All other brand names, product names, or trademarks belong to their respective holders. 
Autodesk reserves the right to alter product offerings and specifi cations at any time without notice, and is not responsible for typographical or graphical errors that may appear in this document. 
©2008 Autodesk, Inc. All rights reserved.
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