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:: president’s message
Another year has come and gone. I am amazed by how much has been accomplished over the past year by Council
but even more amazed by how much is yet to be done. We have signed Memoranda of Understanding with the
Interior Design Institute of BC (IDIBC) and the Building Designers Institute of BC (BDIBC) and over the next
year we will earnestly look at a new Act. The provincial government is looking at its legislative calendar for 2008 with
architects in mind and we will be ready with a newly reinvigorated Act Task Force to spearhead our initiatives.
This time last year we were approaching a federal election, hopeful for its outcome. Talk is again in the air about
another federal election and governments, before and after elections, always eﬀect our work and business as architects. Projects go on hold or get cancelled at the whim of government. A look at what is happening in Ottawa is
perhaps representative of initiatives at all levels of government. Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation has
handed over responsibility for all social housing in the country to the provinces. Here in BC we may be fortunate
to have BC Housing, when one sees that Ontario has given housing responsibility to the municipalities. How can
the federal government evade its ﬁduciary responsibility? One eﬀect on architects is that our clients have fewer
resources to draw upon.
Patrick Stewart MAIBC
AIBC President

When the EnerGuide for Houses Retroﬁt Incentive Program was cancelled last May, many homeowners were left
wondering about all the federal rhetoric about sustainability. The Commercial Heritage Properties Incentive Fund
(CHPIF) has also been cancelled, although if you log onto their website, the message is that the fund has been “fully
subscribed”. The Conservative government tried to cancel the Museum Assistance Program (MAP) but a vote in the
House of Commons reversed the decision. It’s a roller coaster ride when you sit in a meeting with a museum client
and they don’t know if they have money or not to continue their work. The National Homelessness Initiative ends
March 31, 2007 and this will end another funding stream for social service providers that will aﬀect the viability of
planned architectural projects. Frustration amongst architects is growing and it is in this uncertain political climate
that we try to work.
Most recently here in BC the economy has been robust, despite what is happening in Ottawa. There appears to be
a lot of work around and many ﬁrms have diﬃculty ﬁnding staﬀ.
After reviewing the most recent AIBC Register Tally I am pleased to see a 60 percent increase in the number of
Intern Architects since December 1999. Intern Architects now represent 21 percent of all membership categories,
up from 16 percent in 1999. This is good since the number of Registered Architects has fallen to 64 percent of all
membership categories, down from 72 percent in 1999 with the number of retired Architects increasing 34 percent
in the same time period. The good news is that there are more Intern Architects currently registered with the AIBC
than ever before. Though Architectural Technologists (AT’s) currently make up 3 percent of the total membership
categories, there has been a 200 percent increase in numbers of AT’s since 1999. The number of registered architects
has only increased 5 percent since 1999.
Members continue to suggest issues that they feel need to be addressed, including the lack of public knowledge that
architects are qualiﬁed to do building inspections. The lack of such information has been replaced by other organizations promoting their own members as the inspectors of choice. We need to get the message out that inspections
are a service that can be provided by architects.
Secondly, foreign-trained architects have historically had trouble pursuing registration in BC. The Institute is and
continues to actively pursue alternative arrangements for registration through discussions with government and
look internally at our own policies.
Thirdly, there is turmoil on the national scene with the apparent implosion of the Canadian Committee of Architectural Councils (CCAC). As a national body, three jurisdictions, including Ontario, New Brunswick and Manitoba,
are not supporting its work. There is the appearance that the Canadian Architectural Certiﬁcation Board (CACB)
is attempting to supplant the CCAC by expanding its mandate. Recently AIBC Council voted not to support the
new CACB Bylaw that would change the reporting structure of the CACB. By its vote, Council is supporting the
need for a discussion on the future of a national regulatory body.
Lastly, a member who is registered in multiple jurisdictions mentioned that in his opinion, the AIBC is the most
regulated and bureaucratic of all the western jurisdictions. Such a claim is disconcerting to me. Can this be true
and does it matter? Yes it does matter. I would be interested in hearing from you what you think. If you have any
thoughts, please don’t send them to me unless you also suggest solutions. I would like to create a dialogue about
regulatory issues, not a complaint session.
And to all members and their families, I wish you all the best in 2007.

AIBC President Patrick Stewart MAIBC
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:: executive director’s message

It is that time of year when I am asked to provide a report of the year’s activities, both from the perspective of the
profession and from the Institute; reviewing the initiatives, activities, and accomplishments of myself, my colleagues
and the many Institute volunteers, as we all work on behalf of architects in British Columbia. Our eﬀorts have taken
place on the national level, as well as provincially and regionally, with governments, other professions, industry
stakeholders, the public and individual members past and present. Nothing could or would have been possible
without our members who are friends, colleagues and mentors, informing, assisting and advising all along the way
and appreciated every single day; thank you!

Dorothy D. Barkley
AIBC Executive Director

While I will report to you on the various areas one by one, let me begin by saying that the profession and the Institute are having, and have had, a very good year! Member numbers are up, the economy is good, AIBC ﬁnances are
excellent; in fact, I believe that members can anticipate having free and clear title to The Architecture Centre space
within four years, likely 2010. Given the past ﬁnancial challenges this is something to celebrate, especially as this
has not been accomplished by rising fees.
Nationally it has been an interesting year, with highs and lows. The high point was the re-election of AIBC Past
President Stuart Howard MAIBC MRAIC to chair the Canadian Committee of Architecture Councils (CCAC),
and to assume the BC and Yukon representation on the RAIC Board of Directors. The CCAC has had some very
real challenges achieving consensus over the last couple of years, with Ontario, Manitoba and New Brunswick
ultimately deciding to step away from the Committee. Through a similar review process the Ontario, Quebec and
Alberta associations have determined that they would prefer to require only
a Canadian examination for Interns choosing to conﬁne their practice to
Canada, so have formed a consortium to develop one, which is expected to
be completed in late 2007. Those Interns who wish to practise in the U.S.
will continue to write the nine NCARB examinations. This will have an
interesting eﬀect on inter-provincial recognition on the one hand; on the
other, french translation costs for the NCARBS have just vanished.

Provincially, it has been an active year.
The Institute has struggled for the last
four years to gain the government’s agreement on a number of initiatives, most
notably new draft legislation, reduction of the ultimate limitation period,
the removal − and if not that, then the
requirement for joint and several coverage for all participants in any project’s
design and construction process.

You may be interested to know that the NCARB, through its committees, Executive and Board, has been meeting in Vancouver with increasing frequency. This September they held that which they call their “Five
Presidents” meeting. This is an annual meeting where the Past Presidents,
Presidents and Executive Directors of the AIA (advocacy), NCARB (registration), AIAS (schools), ACAS (students) and NAAB (certiﬁcation &
accreditation) convene to discuss matters of overlapping interest. The Canadian equivalents, RAIC, CCAC, CCUSA, CASA and CACB also met in
Vancouver at the same time.

Another priority for the national government, which is also of great import at the provincial level, is the speedier recognition of foreign trained
architects (FTAs), and this has involved the Canadian Architectural Certiﬁcation Board (CACB), every provincial
licensing authority, HRDC and the BC Ministry of Economic Development. HRDC in tandem with the RAIC
organized a forum for all the provincial representatives, CACB, the Syllabus and the university schools to meet to
identify ways and means to expedite the process of recognition and qualiﬁcation of FTAs. The CACB, with its very
exacting educational certiﬁcation process, has been seen as a key challenge to this recognition, and will have to be
addressed in a way that will satisfy both those concerned with not compromising standards and those requiring
a faster process. You may expect to see a reliance on experience assessment rather than education in more senior
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Presidents of NCARB, NAAB, AIA, AIAS and ACAS joined Kiyoshi Matsuzaki MAIBC FRAIC (RAIC First Vice President) and Stuart Howard MAIBC for
a photograph at the evening reception hosted by AIBC Council.

practitioners. BC is seen as having a big advantage with
its alternative qualiﬁcation route, which serves as an effective example of experience assessment demonstrating
qualiﬁcation to practice. The downside to that avenue
of qualiﬁcation remains that other jurisdictions might
not recognize those BC registered FTAs so qualiﬁed,
at least until the advent of the Trade Investment Labour Mobility Agreement (TILMA) between Alberta
and BC.
I would note that AIBC Registrar Gord Richards MAIBC
was appointed to the CACB Board in September for a
six-year term that will require a huge commitment. Gord
is a remarkable Registrar who seems to be at the Institute
more often than not, and has dedicated himself to making the processes of registration more eﬃcient and eﬀective. He will take that same commitment to the CACB
and apply to it their processes and approaches.
Lastly, this was the year we co-hosted the Festival of
Architecture with the RAIC, not having done so since
1999. It was a huge success, easily the largest conference
ever held by the AIBC, in the lovely Westin Bayshore
Conference Centre adjacent to Stanley Park. Shigeru
Ban from Japan, Bruce Kuwabara and Ray Moriyama
from Toronto, Steve Badanes from Seattle, Graeme
Bristol MAIBC from Bangkok, and many more attended
the Festival and made it special. The best part, from
my perspective, was the introduction of the Ballenford
Books table, which permitted the sale of books by and
about the work of architects appearing at the conference, with a number of book signing sessions. I discovered that I am a true architectural groupie as established
by the number of books I purchased, but am consoled
by the fact that the new AIBC Design Resource Library
is the ultimate beneﬁciary of my enthusiasm, so it is all
going to the right place!
Provincially, it has been an active year. The Institute has
struggled for the last four years to gain the government’s
agreement on a number of initiatives, most notably new
draft legislation, reduction of the ultimate limitation
period, the removal − and if not that, then the requirement for joint and several coverage for all participants
in any project’s design and construction process. We
have achieved varying degrees of success on each front.
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Kate Schwennsen FAIA (AIA President) & Gord Richards
MAIBC (AIBC Registrar) at the Five Presidents evening.

With regard to new legislation, the Minister of Advanced Education, Murray Coell, advises that a new Architects Act is a priority for his Ministry, unfortunately
it does not appear to be a priority to the government
Caucus. We anticipate that some amendments to the
Act will be accepted this year, and those amendments
will go through the
legislature in 2008.
As 2009 will be an
election year, the
government will
be concentrating
on election matters, so it appears
more likely 2010
or 2011 for serious consideration
of a new Act. In
the meantime the
government has received our delegations several times,
most recently following the signing of Memoranda of
Agreement between the AIBC and the Building Designers Institute of BC (BDIBC) and the Interior Designers
Institute of BC (IDIBC). I believe the Ministry is taking
our appeal seriously, and has directed us to also consider
the inclusion of the BC Society of Landscape Architects
(BCSLA) under the Act. We have approached the BCSLA and it appears to be an option that they would like
to pursue. We shall know early in the new year and, if
so, will likely sign an MOU together shortly afterwards.
There are many reasons to pursue this goal, the chief
among them being the removal of the exclusions in the
Act to become regulated areas of practice, requiring professionals who meet education, experience, examination
and ethical standards.

In 2005 the provincial government initiated an investigation into Code compliance and competence, information management, liability insurance, continuing
education and competency which they
called the Modernization Strategy.

In 2005 the provincial government initiated an investigation into Code compliance and competence, information management, liability insurance, continuing
education and competency which they called the Modernization Strategy. Many members and Institute staﬀ
have been involved from the beginning with this fast
tracking project, which is anticipated to be complete
by mid 2007 and, if going forward as legislation, will
be enacted in the spring of 2008. It will bring many
changes, some potentially profound, all of which will
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beneﬁt the public and the profession. Please go to www.
housing.gov.bc.ca/modernization.
Another provincial initiative that will have enormous
inﬂuence over the profession in BC is TILMA, earlier
referenced, which aims to remove any exiting trade barriers between Alberta and BC. As the profession seems
to be bent upon distinguishing itself through various
changes from province to province, this agreement’s
goal is to ensure that anyone or any ﬁrm registered in
either BC or Alberta as of April 2007 can also practice
or operate in the other jurisdiction. The Institute will
be working closely with the APEGBC and Consulting
Engineers on an analysis of the Agreement and its implications for the profession.
I recommend that you familiarize yourselves with this
legislation so that you can recognize new opportunities
for your practice. www.gov.bc.ca/ecdev/popt/media_room/bc_ab_trade_investment_mobility_agreement.htm
While recognition of Foreign Trained professionals is
a federal priority, it is also a priority provincially and
within the Institute. The Ministry of Economic Development and MOSAIC have both been working to
assist regulatory bodies to ﬁnd ways to recognize and
remove impediments to such recognition and, in fact,
the AIBC was involved in the Ministry’s pilot project
to map our process of recognition to identify ineﬃciencies and artiﬁcial barriers. While we were not perfect,
we had few areas that had not already been addressed
as the Registration and Licensing Department has been
trying to improve and expand service to Interns and
members, while identifying and removing ineﬃciencies
all year. We have a ways to go, and a lot will depend
on new Legislation, but working within the constraints
we have, we are achieving change that is permitting the
recognition of many more architects annually.
Locally the Institute has been active on a number of
matters, many that include or overlap with the Engineering profession. The AIBC has formed a coalition
with the APEGBC and CEBC, as well as the Institute of
Chartered Accountants, to address shared concerns over
Professional Liability Insurance and have been working

2006/2007 AIBC Council:
Patrick Stewart MAIBC (President)
Janet Lutz MAIBC
Pierre Gallant MAIBC
Gordon Richards MAIBC (Registrar)
Peter Levar MAIBC
Lisa Kwan IA.AIBC
Elisa Brandts MAIBC
David Wilkinson MAIBC (Vice President)
Veronica Gillies MAIBC
Stuart Howard MAIBC (Past President)
David Hewitt MAIBC
Grant Longhurst MA (LG Apointee)
Edmund Lee BComm, MBA (LG Apointee)
Lori Mathison BComm, LLB, BCL, CGA (LG Apointee)
Malcolm Cairns AT.AIBC
Missing:
Geoﬀrey Nagle MAIBC (Treasurer)
Dr. Ray Cole (AIBC Honourary Member)

since September to develop a brief for submission to
the Premier and Attorney General; a task force has been
struck to review the AIBC/APEGBC Memorandum of
Agreement MOA). An initial meeting has been held
with APEGBC, with further review and discussion remaining to take place on this matter, and agreement
that regular reviews will be scheduled in the future to
ensure that the MOA continues to meet the needs of
both professions. Much staﬀ and member time and effort was devoted to the support of a proposed bylaw
that would make PLI mandatory for all members. The
bylaw was approved by a majority of members, but was
insuﬃcient to meet the two thirds required by our Legislation. The irony of this is that should the Modernization
Strategy be successful, government will impose this very
thing on members because it is in the public’s interest.
In ascertaining member needs, views and desires, the
Institute has begun surveying members and, to that
end, issued three surveys last year: Salary & Beneﬁts,
Intern and Design Library. The Council has made a
commitment to this initiative, and has created a policy
requiring a comprehensive satisfaction survey to be distributed every three to ﬁve years. We have most recently
expended much eﬀort to develop the ﬁrst comprehensive member satisfaction survey, which will be coming
out in the new year. Currently the annual year-end Salary and Beneﬁts survey has been sent to members, and
we anticipate distributing short, 10-15 question surveys
monthly, which will give us snapshots of whether the
Institute is meeting member needs or not in very speciﬁc areas, and indicate how we can improve.
Our goals for the new year, all of which stem from
last year’s activities, and also the Institute’s Vision
Statements, include continuing emphasis and work

to achieve new legislation which becomes more critical daily if we are to adequately address the needs of
the public interest and the ability of the profession to
practice; we plan to oﬀer a comprehensive new support
program for foreign trained architects and those seeking recognition through alternative qualiﬁcations; and
the newly reformed Government Relations Task Force
is going to be aggressively and energetically looking to
develop a strategy to achieve a mutually eﬀective and
useful relationship with the provincial government.
Following last year’s hugely successful conference, this
year’s conference is themed on the architecture of the
Paciﬁc Northwest, (long overdue in my mind), and is
going to be held April 26-28th at the Vancouver Four
Seasons Hotel (Book early!!). Members are also already
planning 2009’s conference, with MAIBC Bob Johnson’s help, to bring the sport section of the International Union Architects to Vancouver for their annual
meeting, and to participate in the 2009 conference,
leading up to the Olympics.
Internally the Institute is embarking upon two very critical tasks, the review of the web site and a needs analysis
for the Institute database. The latter in particular is especially important if we are to fulﬁll AIBC’s legislated
mandate, member expectations and meet legal commitments and responsibilities. All of the work begun over
the last year will continue to be addressed and, most
importantly, we will be working very hard to ensure
good service, timely responses, helpful and hopeful responses to your inquiries. It is important that we work
well, eﬃciently and eﬀectively on your behalf, and we
look forward to giving you our best!

AIBC Executive Director Dorothy D. Barkley
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:: travel

1.

Turkey, May 2006
(Shiv Garyali MAIBC text and photographs)

2.

My wife and I recently travelled to Turkey and I would like to take
this opportunity to share our experiences. This was my wife’s first visit
to Istanbul; I visited in 1970. We feel fortunate to have had this opportunity to visit Turkey during this unfortunate period of global terrorism. It was interesting to rediscover that Christians and Muslims
have lived together for centuries in this land.
Turkey is a fascinating country with its cultural roots
in Classical, Christian and Muslim civilizations. Its history oﬀers examples of open-minded exchange and coexistence between religions. The Turkish people we met
were friendly and open.
Early Christian communities thrived in Turkey. St. Paul
arrived in Southern Turkey and quickly took advantage
of the excellent road system built by the Romans, and
used it to spread the teachings of Christ.
We began our journey in Istanbul, arriving the day before
Istanbul’s airport cargo terminal was engulfed in ﬂames.

3.
1. Hagia Sophia without minarets, as it must have been originally - sketch by
Shiv Garyali MAIBC.
2. Blue Mosque, Istanbul.
3. Architect Koca Mimar Sinan Agha’s Slimiye Mosque - Edirne
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Justinian I built Basilica Hagia Sophia (Church of Holy
Wisdom) in Istanbul in 537 AD. At the time this was
the grandest church in the Christian World, considered
by some to be the Eighth Wonder of the World. The
dome, which rises 55 metres from the ground, is most
interesting. It is supported by pendentives, which had
never been used before.
After the fall of Constantinople to the Ottoman Turks
In 1453, Hagia Sophia was converted to a mosque. In
1935 Ataturk, the ﬁrst president of Turkey, converted
the mosque to a museum, demonstrating his sensitivity
to other religions.

The Sultan Ahmed Mosque, or Blue Mosque, was built
between 1609 and 1616 and is located directly across
from Hagia Sophia. Regarded as one of the greatest
masterpieces of Islamic architecture, it seems clear that
the architect of the Sultan Ahmed, Sedefhar Mehmet
Aga, was inspired by Hagia Sophia.
Our next stop was Cappadocia in Central Anatolia,
where early, large Christian communities settled. This
area boasts an abundance of Byzantine churches carved
in rock and incredible underground cities and stores
where Christians retreated when Arabs swept across
Anatolia in the 7th century. Goreme, a town in Cappadocia, has a large number of these cave churches and
monasteries carved in the rocks and was added to the
UNESCO World Heritage List in 1985.
Next we travelled south to Konya where the great Afghani mystic philosopher Rumi lived out the last days
of his life. Konya is known as the city of whirling dervishes and for its outstanding Seljuk architecture.
Nearby, we visited the village of Sille and came across the
church of Hagia Helena. During his reign, Constantine’s
mother, who was on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem at the
time, built Hagia Helena in 327 AD. It is said that she
liked the local stone houses so much that she had the
same stone used in the construction of Hagia Helena.

2.

1.
Travelling south, we came to the small town of Kas
(pronounced Kash) located on the stunning, turquoise
Turkish Mediterranean Sea Coast. Here we came across
a Greek theatre built around the 1st Century AD that is
the only Anatolian theatre facing the sea.
Incidentally, it is a common misconception that the
word turquoise comes from Turkey. Turquoise is a
very old word and likely comes from the French pierre
turquoise, meaning Turkish stone. The gem turquoise
does not occur in Turkey but was traded there and the
colour has been employed extensively in the decorative
tiles adorning Turkish places of worship and homes for
hundreds of years.

Finally, we saw a mosque designed by the most famous
Turkish Architect Koca Mimar Sinan Agha (1490 to
1588). According to Sinan, his masterpiece, designed
when he was in his eighties, is the Selimiye Mosque in
Edirne, although his most famous work is the Suleiman
Mosque in Istanbul.
In his lifetime, Sinan built 94 great mosques (Turkey’s
greatest mosques were designed by Sinan), 52 smaller
mosques, 57 universities, 35 Turkish baths, 33 palaces,
bridges, hospitals, public kitchens, etc.
Overall, we came away from our journey with a reassuring reminder that people of diﬀerent faiths can indeed coexist, which in turn allows arts and culture to ﬂourish.

3.

4.

1. Greek Theatre, Kas - sketch by Shiv Garyali MAIBC.
2. Modern Hotel integrated into the caves of Cappadocia.
3. Topkapi Place, Istanbul.
4. Chora Church, Istanbul - originally built in the 5th century. The current
building was built in the 11th century. Its famous mosaics and frescos are
dedicated to Christ and the Virgin Mary and date from 1315. The mosaic
work is the ﬁnest example of the Palaeologus Renaissance.
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comet west
text and photographs courtesy of Helliwell + Smith • Blue Sky Architecture

omet West is a brave and romantic endeavor, nestled in the raw and wild beauty
of the high rangelands of Northern Colorado. It is a house that responds to the
primitive beauty of the land and the demands of a highly sophisticated computerized celestial observatory. For the owners, the house is a culmination of a life of
amateur astronomy combined with a love for the wild high rangelands of Northern
Colorado. Carolyn Hopley, a photographer and ﬁlmmaker was in love with the land
and light. John Hopley wanted to watch the stars from the dark skies of Northern
Colorado, as well as remotely, on his computer in Greenwich, Connecticut. From John’s personal website
he can connect to the house via satellite, open and rotate the domed observatory roof, manipulate the high
powered telescope inside the observatory and watch the stars on his computer screen - all of this without
wires as the house is solar powered and connected to the world via satellite. The house will be occupied both
physically in Colorado and virtually from Connecticut. Radiating from the strong ﬁxed geometry of the
observatory dome, ﬂowing with the natural lines of the site, embracing the distant views of the Rocky Mountains and playing with the wonderful raison d’être of the building, the metaphor of the comet crept into the
plan. The low sloping and gently curving roof echoes the lines of the grassy hills around the house. Inside,
the undulating structure is exposed ﬁr beams and rafters. A curving structural ﬁr window system supports
the timber frame. The site made its own demands on construction. Strict local requirements demanded little
or no visual disturbance in relation to neighboring parcels. A stone base protects the house from potential
grassﬁre. The remoteness and the pattern of occasional seasonal occupation meant the house needed to operate self-suﬃciently much of the year. The solar panel system and backup propane generator guarantee energy
for its sophisticated communication systems. Inside, two platforms rise up to the observatory supporting a
library and an oﬃce/control room. These platforms lend a dramatic and theatrical ambience to the main
spaces of the house. The raked geometry of the north elevation and the stairs to the observatory recall the
19th century astronomical instruments of Jaipur, India. The observatory dome is the only object visible from
the surrounding hills. Its agricultural image belies its celestial function. In the circular sitting room below
the observatory, there are two independent concrete columns aligned exactly north and south, supporting a
large steel beam on which the telescope is ﬁxed. This portal frame is insulated from the house so that thermal
diﬀerences and vibrations don’t aﬀect the telescope’s performance. Referencing Renaissance experiments in
science and mathematics and extending the celestial metaphors, a precisely formed slot was cast in the south
column and a brass strip was inlaid in the ﬂoor forming a meridiana (meridian line) that tracks the seasonal
sun shift at solar high noon. Comet West is the product of its site, science and poetry. The house reﬂects an
active cyclical interplay between the earth and sky – a temporal bridge connecting celestial observation and
terrestrial occupation, powered by the sun to watch the stars.
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Project Team
Architecture Firm Helliwell + Smith • Blue Sky Architecture Inc.
Lead Architects:

Bo Helliwell MAIBC
Kim Smith MAIBC

Team:

Bettina Balcaen
Matt McLeod
Engineer Carlos Chui, Chui Webster Engineering (Structural)
Gary Weeks, Weeks + Associates (Structural)
Builder Drew Nichols, Nichols Construction
Timber Supplier: Evergreen Specialties Ltd, North Vancouver
Timber Framer: Mark Miller, Trail Ridge Timber Frames Inc
Windows & Doors: Dan Anderson, 3-D Joinery, Victoria
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Main Level
1. garage
2. entry court
3. battery and
mechanical room
4. bathroom
5. bedroom
6. kitchen
7. dining
8. living
9. library
10. bedroom
11. sitting room
12. bathroom
13. terrace
Upper level
1. oﬃce
2. telescope room
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Construction systems:
Construction is a combination of Douglas Fir post and beam with conventional frame inﬁll. The structural ﬁr
timbers were shipped from Vancouver, pre-fabricated in Northern Colorado then moved to the site and erected on
the slab-on-grade foundations. This framework formed the home. Because of the diﬃculty in sourcing high quality
materials locally, the door and window systems were manufactured in Victoria and shipped to the site. The integrated window system supports the roof structure; local sandstone is used for the masonry. Exterior walls are clad in
cedar; the observatory silo is clad in stucco. Its operable dome is galvalum and the main roof membrane is modiﬁed
bitumen. The ﬂoors are cherry and slate.
Energy Systems:
The Comet West energy system is designed to produce 4,500 watts of power. 24 solar panels produce 2,400 watts
per hour and the other 2,000 watts come from the battery pack. Each individual solar panel generates 100 watts
of power at 48 volts. This system is connected to a bank of 15 deep cycle, lead acid batteries. The system also has
a 12,000 watt propane generator for back-up power. The system is governed by two inverters and an Electronic
Control System. The inverters convert the 48 volts from the panels and batteries to the standard 120 volt house
system. The Electronic Control System “senses” the power needs of the house and determines where the source(s) of
the power come from to meet the demand: ﬁrst from the solar panels, second from the solar panels combined with
the batteries, third from the batteries, fourth from the panels, batteries and generator, and ﬁfth from the generator
alone. The Electronic Control System automatically testruns the generator every seven days. The house functions
as a normal 120 volt residence. The 18” telescope and observatory roof are synchronized and computer-controlled.
They can be accessed and used by a satellite web connection from anywhere in the world with a web connection. A
very sophisticated system of sensors makes certain that the observatory can not be opened under adverse weather
or energy conditions.
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:: review

The Retreat
text provided by Osburn/Clark Production; photographs by Nic Lehoux
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Floor Plan - Main

South Elevation

West Elevation

group of Intern Architects at Osburn/Clarke
Productions have created an award-winning
residence on the untamed west coast of BC.
James Allison IA.AIBC, Jana Foit IA.AIBC, Mark Osburn
IA.AIBC, Wayne Clarke NSAA MRAIC and Peter Meili
have designed The Retreat, a cozy wilderness enclave.
Located on an island oﬀ the southwest coast of BC, The
Retreat is one of a group of buildings commissioned by
a single client. The island, which had never been built
upon before, remains entirely oﬀ the grid and is totally
unserviced. The designers had to use their creative ingenuity in order to give The Retreat the comforts of home.
Rainwater is collected from roofs and is stored in a series of cisterns. Rooftop solar panels create the power
needed to run the home, while a propane generator is
on hand for emergencies. The interior of the structure is
heated by wood-burning ﬁreplaces.
The Retreat is just that, a place to escape from everyday
circumstances and focus on the requirements of living
at a nearly monastic scale. Inspired by the idea of a tree
fort, the verticality of the building is such that the upper ﬂoor deck and bedroom are up among the trees,
creating a unique perspective for the occupants. At

only 500 square feet, (46 square metres) the building’s
minimal size was decided upon as a means of keeping
as many existing trees as possible on the site. Covered
outdoor areas greatly increase the living space beyond
the boundaries of the building itself. In addition, the
end walls on both upper and lower ﬂoors can be opened
up to create a comfortable indoor/outdoor living space.
There is extensive protected space outdoors, bringing more habitability to the outdoor portion of the
building, truly maximizing the livable areas within the
minimized footprint. The building can be completely
secured when not occupied, as a series of shutters and
sliding doors can be positioned over all accessible glazing. The Retreat is evidence that even the heartiest locale
can be made comfortable with some design creativity.
When determining the siting, construction, detailing
and materials, The Retreat represents some of the best
that local coastal building has to oﬀer.
Last Fall, Osburn/Clarke Productions’ design of The
Retreat was honoured by the Wood Design Awards for
Innovative Design in North America, one of only four
Canadian winners and the only winner from BC.

Design:
James Allison IA.AIBC, Jana Foit IA.AIBC, Mark Osburn
IA.AIBC, Wayne Clarke NSAA MRAIC and Peter Meili
Structural Engineer:
B.R. Thorson Consulting Ltd.
Barry Thorson
General Contractor:
L. Carrier Construction Ltd.
Lionel Carrier
Sub General:
Heisch Enterprises Ltd.
Gordon Heisch
Millwork:
Northstar Interiors
Dave Hagemoen
Stonemason:
Richard Dakin
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Coleman House
text by HB Design; photographs Martin Tessler

The winner of the 2005 Interior Designers Institute BC (IDIBC) silver award of
Excellence, this 5,000 sq.ft. home was renovated to successfully balance the client’s desire for comfort,
organization and durability and to provide ample space for both formal and informal entertaining.
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interior designer’s corner ::
home was originally designed by Barry Downs
MAIBC, one of the pioneers of the Romantic
Modernist Movement, in the early 1960’s for a prominent Vancouver family. Although the architecture remained timeless and elegant, the interior of the home
was extremely dated. The home desperately required
a full renovation to bring it up to date both aesthetically and functionally. The ﬂoor plan was originally
designed with two separate wings. Although it made
sense to retain this principal design concept, the original servants’ quarters were no longer necessary, so they
were replaced with a large gourmet kitchen, island,
eating nook and family room. The second wing of the
home remains more formal with a large living room,
dining room, powder room and oﬃce. Both wings are
fully accessible from the main entry and are separated
by the home’s signature encased spiral staircase. These
two wings also form the perimeter of a beautifully
landscaped exterior living space. With a stunning koi
pond and custom-built ﬁre pit, the outdoor patio creates an exquisite visual extension from the interior and
a signiﬁcant link to the architectural design.
The concept of the home was inspired by the strong
architectural style. Through the use of consistent materials, colours, millwork and architectural details appropriate to the home, attention was paid to ensure that

Interior Design Firm:

Heﬀel Balagno Design Consultants

Head Designer:

Lesli Balagno BID RID

Design Team:

Laryssa Rainboth BID

the common dialogue between the original architecture
and the updated interiors remained intact.
The home has been modernized to reﬂect current aesthetics, functionality and state of the art technology without
compromising the integrity and beauty of the original
architectural design. The kitchen houses many top of the
line appliances such as Gagganeau and Miele. The espresso stained custom wood cabinets with 3” white Italian
Marble countertops present a fresh modern appearance.
The master ensuite upstairs is as functional as it is glamorous with a large vanity, separate make-up area, handmade glass tiles and the home’s signature espresso stained
woodwork and white Statuario marble countertops.
Many of the home’s original details were preserved and
reintroduced. For instance, the distinct trim details seen
throughout the original interiors were retained and integrated into the new millwork design. The result is a
seamless blending of old and new.
Custom furniture, carpets, lighting and accessories were
also carefully chosen to enhance the beauty of the classic
contemporary home. In the end, this exquisite example
of Modern Architecture was transformed and reborn
without compromising the splendor found in this very
important part of Vancouver’s architectural history.

Contactors and Suppliers:
General Contractor:

IVM Construction Ltd

Site Supervisor:

Ian Molby

Millwork, Custom Wood Furniture:
Walton Woodworking Ltd.
Phil Walton
Marble Supply & Install: Arthur Banasinski
Glass Tile Mosaics:

World Mosaic Ltd.

Decorative Lighting:

Light Resource

Plumbing/Hardware:

Cantu Bathrooms and Hardware

� ���������

Custom Soft Furnishings: Bari Designs – Giovanni Pavone
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“The home was originally designed by Barry Downs, one of
the pioneers of the Romantic Modernist Movement, in the early
1960’s for a prominent Vancouver family.”
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work abroad ::

MAN IN
R
U
O
2
phaseand photographs by Arie Smits
MAIBC

reports

ERECTING SCAFFOLDING

As an architect working in a Third World country and
in a rural area at that, I am required to draw architectural plans and working drawings all by hand. Then I
have to coordinate and supervise its construction, as no
contractors or sub-trades exist.
Scaﬀolding is required when it comes to building very
high walls, columns and beams or even tower. For the
usual low buildings this is done by pushing two triangles, made from 2” x 4”wood against the walls and supporting each triangle by means of a long pole installed
under each triangle with a small picket hammered in
the ground where the pole meets the ground to avoid
slippage. Boards of a maximum of three metres in
length are placed on top of the ﬂat part of the triangles
and thus an elevated working surface is created. This
form of scaﬀolding is used, in our case, up to a height of
approximately ﬁve metres. Although it gets to be challenging to install the two triangles and it is a bit scary
to work on.
However, my project, a
church for over 1,500
persons, includes high
walls of up to 11 metres
and even a tower of 26
metres high. It is relatively easy to design and
draw but its execution is
another huge challenge.
So then the architect has
to design the scaﬀolding as no one in this area
of the country has ever
built a tower this high.
Through discussions with
some of the more skilled
workers, a plan was devised to erect a ring of
heavy wood posts, placed
vertically in the ground at
two metre intervals, supported and braced by horizontal
posts at regular intervals.

The poles are usually made from the eucalyptus tree, a
slender and fast-growing tree which is found in abundance in this area of the country. The poles with a diametre of 10 - 12 cm are doubled together with joints
alternating every three or four metres. The horizontal
poles are installed right through the brick walls, in preferably less sensitive areas; every other 1.8 metres vertically and horizontally every two metres; and fastened to
the vertical poles and with proper backing on the outside. Thus, a fairly sturdy scaﬀold is created, supporting many workers and their materials, although I have
made it a habit to control the amount of bricks piled
on top of the boards. The poles are nailed together and
bound with locally braided sisal rope, normally used for
keeping goats on a leash.
The ﬁrst vertical pole had a larger diametre, of up to
15cm, and a length of eight to nine metres. The higher
the poles were placed, the shorter the length of the
pole and the smaller the diametre due to installation
challenges. But the poles were never shorter than ﬁve
metres and never smaller than a diametre of eight to
ten centimetres.
When the entire scaﬀolding around the church tower
was erected, a small party was held; a sort of rooftop
party with pop and “maandazi”, a type of square doughnut, for each of the 40+ crew, which was most appreciated. The workers are very proud of their high scaﬀolding and loved to be photographed on it.
The connection between the tower steeple, made of heavy
hardwood, and the top of the brick tower demanded
some special detailing of corbelled out brick work, a concrete pour of the top slab with surrounding ring beam
followed by a second concrete pour to install 10 to 24mm
“O” anchors for bolting the tower steeple to the concrete
top slab. Metal ﬂashing was formed to ensure a waterproof connection.
At the present time, and having ﬁnished the tower roof
and having installed the 3.2 metre high steel cross on
top, we are slowly dismantling the scaﬀolding while
carefully reviewing the exterior brickwork.
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In order to build a large and complex
project such as a church for 1,500 people,
a workforce with many skills is required.
Very few large buildings exist here; therefore one has to organize a crew from the
ground up. In addition, no contractors
or subcontractors exist here, just willing
individuals who are willing to help in the
building of the structure.
There is no electricity in Northwest Tanzania in the smaller towns and villages,
thus power tools are non-existent. Everything here is done by hand, from the mixing of concrete to the sawing of boards,
beams and studs, from the hardwood
in large saw pits to the drilling of holes
for bolts and screws. Apart from an old
truck (which we assume is held together
with everything but paperclips), used in
hauling of sand, bricks and gravel, no mechanical equipment is available. We have
a person who is good with keeping this
truck on the road.
This presented a huge challenge, but over
the last two years we managed to organize
the workers into an eﬃcient workforce,
with several crews. These include bricklayers, carpenters, those preparing concrete,
painters, makers of concrete blocks, those
erecting scaﬀolding and general labourers;
we have created an organizational chart of
the approximately 40 workers who now
work eﬃciently in concert with each
other to erect, to our and their amazement, an impressive building 38 meters
long x 28 meters wide and to a height of
26 meters.

MARGARETHA, MY WIFE, RECEIVES REQUESTS FOR LOANS. THESE ARE ONLY GIVEN FOR
TRUE PROBLEMS. NO LOANS ARE GIVEN FOR WORKERS’ PROJECTS, LIKE BUILDING A BETTER
HOUSE. WHAT DOES QUALIFY IS THE ILLNESS OF THEIR CHILDREN AND WIVES, ESPECIALLY
WHEN THEY HAVE TO GO TO KIBONDO THE NEAREST TOWN WITH A HOSPITAL. TRANSPORT COSTS ARE TSH 2,000 EACH WAY.

ORGANIZATION OF THE CREW

When my wife and I arrived here in Mabamba around
Christmas 2004 we found a set of Canadian metal scaffolding, complete with clamps and braces, which proved
invaluable during the construction. In fact a special small
crew of workers was assigned and instructed to quickly
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and eﬃciently erect and take down this
scaﬀolding at various places, up to a height
of 10.5 meters.
The available brick layers had various
skills, most with their own basic tools,
others with homemade tools, and in the
course of the two years they all acquired a
good set of tools often at prices lower than
what is available in the large cities. However none had ever built a building higher
then one storey (usually three meters) or
built an arch of brick. In the course of the
church construction, these same bricklayers became skilled in building brick arches
from 20 cm in diameter to up to eight
meters and brick walls, reinforced with
concrete pilasters, to a dazzling height
of 12 meters and a tower over 18 meters
high, a height unheard of and previously
unseen in this corner of the country.

My wife and I ran a small oﬃce in Vancouver BC for over 22 years and we are
thus familiar with general contract administration, however some innovative
methods were needed. For instance, some
people came and went on various days
and in order to keep track of who is in
or out, a card system was developed, with
the help of a Canadian sister who has
since left. Each worker receives a card
with his name, number and rate of hourly
wage (varying from TSH 130/hr to TSH
1,000 = +_ US$1.00). This card has to be
presented each morning at 8:00a.m., then
stamped and returned at the end of the
day at 3:00p.m. (there are no breaks during the day) to the worker who takes the
card home; the next day he brings his “pay
card” back again and so on. Each month
they receive a new card which shows 4-5
weeks. There is an overlap at the end of each week as
workers get paid by the week. If he needs to ask for permission to be absent for a day his card will be marked P;
if he is absent without an explanation an X will appear
on his card. He may explain he was sick and we mark his

work abroad ::

Arie and Margaretha Smits in Africa.
Church project in Mabamba.

card S. There is no pay for any time not worked whether
due to sickness or otherwise. When workers work overtime, on my instructions, his card will be marked with
the overtime worked at straight wages.
Margaretha, my wife, receives requests for loans. These
are only given for true problems. No loans are given
for workers’ projects, like building a better house. What
does qualify is an illness of their children or wives, especially when they have to go to Kibondo, the nearest
town with a hospital. Transport costs are TSH 2,000
each way. During the beginning of the year there was a
food shortage as the rainy season started late. This is an
agrarian society and everybody has a ﬁeld to grow the
necessary food. There is a continuing food shortage in
the rest of the country which is drier, and this pushes

the prices up here as traders come here to buy food.
Loans for food have been given as well as for school
fees for children. Government secondary schools charge
basic school fees per term (TSH 20,000) and there are
two each year. Usually more charges are added during
the school year.
My wife pays the workers, usually every Friday afternoon for the week. She calculates the wages, taking
into account the days not worked, overtime etc. She
marks this all in an exercise book. Each week has four
columns, one for wages earned, one for the initials of
the worker, one for the bank kept and one for the loans
given and slowly paid back. When Margaretha pays out,
she deducts the loan repayment or the worker indicates
he wants her to withhold part of his wages as a bank.

There is no bank in the village. The micro ﬁnance bank
is the only bank in the Kibondo, the nearest town, but
the workers have no collateral and could never qualify
for a loan. Each month she enters the total monthly
pay for each worker to keep track of the yearly wage.
Father Theo has, from January to the end of August
2006, pumped TSH 9,000,000 into the economy of
this village. This is over and above the money used for
buying building materials. Wages are 20 percent of the
total cost of a building. Also each month Margaretha
produces a statement for the Father to show him who
has a bank of what amount and loans outstanding. And
she thought she would be ﬁnished with architectural
administration once she left Vancouver!
“My most senior staﬀ. On the right, Patrick - superintendent, speaks English
reasonably well; left of him, Elias (in the red T-shirt) - chief bricklayer. The
most diﬃcult brick details and stone work are entrusted to him for best results.
The next to me, Barnabas - chief carpenter. These three people, under my instructions, keep my entire crew of 40 workers on their toes.”

2007 winter architectureBC - 23

:: winter kudos

Images and photographs courtesy of Stantec Architecture

Steel Awards go to BC Architects
Peter Buchanan MAIBC, Clive Grout MAIBC, Tom Schaeferle MAIBC and their team
at Stantec have won a recent award from the BC Region of the Canadian Institute of
Steel Construction. Their design of the West Chevron Expansion at the Vancouver International Airport received ﬁrst prize in the Architectural Category at the 2006 Innovative Steel Structure Awards of Excellence presented in Vancouver in November. The
airport expansion will primarily serve long haul transpaciﬁc ﬂights and will eventually
include a second phase. While the other sections of the terminal recognize British
Columbia’s vast natural materials and First Nations art, the expansion celebrates the
ocean. In addition to impressive steel structures, the project boasts stunning mountain views, aquariums and a soothing oceanic colour palette.
The ship form of the Boat Trusses, while having obvious nautical references, combine
in their array to form what was conceived as a giant ﬂying Manta Ray. Repetitive in
geometry, 33 metres in span, six metres wide and ﬁve metres deep at their fullest extents, the boat trusses sit atop a plate steel yoke on the inboard end and a “Y” column
on the outboard end. The “Y” columns support a series of curved Verendeel girts and
vertical trusses knitted together by rod and clevis tension members to withstand the
wind pressures to which the 13-metre high curtain wall will be subjected.
An obvious challenge to the fabrication and erection teams was to get the trusses from
the fabrication shop into place. They were trucked individually from the fabrication
shop to a barge, ﬂoated downstream on the Fraser River to the island on which the
airport sits, trucked to the construction site and ﬁnally lifted into place by crane.
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winter kudos ::

Photograph courtesy of John Kay MAIBC

BC Architect Honoured in Bulgaria and Belgium
John Kay MAIBC ARIBA, of Surrey BC, was invited to enter the Competition/Exhibition of the Eleventh World
Triennial of Architecture of the International Academy
of Architecture in Soﬁa, Bulgaria. The competition included over 150 international entrants. Kay’s design of
the Lowe residence was awarded a silver medal and was
also given the Special Prize of the Mayor of Charleroi,
Belgium. The jury praised the participating architects

A team of architects at Musson Cattell Mackey Partnership has been recognized by the Canadian Institute
of Steel Construction. Mark Whitehead MAIBC, Jonathan Rider MAIBC, Dean Connie MAIBC, Robert Callahan MAIBC and Tak Chan MAIBC received the Award
of Merit from the BC Region of the CISC’s Innovative Steel Structure Awards of Excellence. Their design
of the second phase of Electronic Arts’ Studio Building
Phase Two is a ﬁve-level steel structure with 18,000 sf.
of terraced oﬃce space, where new software is conceived
Ed White Photograph

for their eﬀorts in creating harmonious habitats, protecting the environment and maintaining human scale.
The Lowe Residence is situated on two acres of moderate slope in a pastoral setting. Sun louvers keep the
house shaded in summer and let natural light shine
through during the winter. Flowers can be planted underneath the louvers since rainfall can still reach the
ﬂowerbeds below.

and developed. The building is unique because the steel
structure is exposed, rather than covered with gypsum
wallboard, as is usually required due to ﬁre regulations.
In the case of the Electronic Arts building, however, the
designers instead integrated sprinklers which use onsite storage tanks as a water source, rather than relying
on the City’s water supply. The open feel of the design
lends itself to creativity and imagination, inspiring the
designers who work within its walls.

Canadian Architects Help Out in Nepal
12 representatives of the Canadian Architects’ Legacy
Fund, a project of University of Manitoba alumni, have
joined Habitat for Humanity International in celebrating the building of that organization’s 1500th Nepalese
house as the ﬁrst of many hundreds to be micro-ﬁnanced by Canadian architects.
The celebration took place on Wednesday, November
29, at Habitat’s bamboo housing demonstration site in
the Himalayan tea plantation town of Ilam.
The Family Strengthening Program of SOS Children’s
Village Itahari, in southeast Nepal, is a planned beneﬁciary of the “Save & Build” micro-ﬁnancing. A pilot
project of 100 houses is proposed for 2007–2008. To
overcome the most disadvantaged families’ dilemma of
not being able to ﬁnance houses for want of sustainable income to pay back loans, the Legacy Fund anticipates partnering with Habitat and other specialist
organizations to blend micro-ﬁnancing for homes and
income generation.
The Canadian Architects’ Legacy Fund is a gift in the
name of Canada whose beneﬁts will be felt for generations to come.
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Craven/Huston/Powers Architects have designed BC’s
ﬁrst energy eﬃcient social housing facility. Located in
Chilliwack, Topaz Place is an aging-in-place facility that
can accommodate 12 residents with cognitive disabilities. The concept behind aging-in-place means that the
residents can stay in Topaz Place for as long as possible,
making it truly feel like home.
Constructed using materials that are environmentally
friendly, the facility’s walls, ceilings and windows have
higher insulation levels than regular homes, and the
house is cooled and heated by groundwater. Some challenges presented by the project include using a consistent colour scheme to help residents to recognize their
own sleeping and bathing areas, providing circulatory
corridor systems for residents while maintaining visual
supervision pathways for staﬀ and providing a comfortable, homey feel to the building. The exterior of the
home blends into the neighbourhood and uses natural
stone and wood to give the façade a residential feel.

Greg Byrne Photograph

Chilliwack Firm Blazes Trail in Energy Eﬃciency

Greg Byrne Photograph

:: winter kudos

Allyson Clay Photograph

SweaterLodge Charms Venice
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The 10th Venice Biennale of Architecture has come to
a close and with 127,000 visitors attending, including 1,900 journalists; it was the largest international
architecture exhibition to date. SweaterLodge, by Vancouver’s Pechet and Robb Studio, represented Canada
with a satirical look at our West Coast urban lifestyle
and the cultural contradictions surrounding consumerism, green technology and the marketing of our city.
In response to the great interest and support that the
project has had in the community, the team is now
working on bringing the 400sq.metre orange polar
ﬂeece SweaterLodge back to Canada for a June exhibition in Vancouver before recycling it into toques and
scarves. For more information about SweaterLodge,
please visit www.sweaterlodge.ca.

winter kudos ::

Photographs courtesy of Proscenium Architecture + Interiors Inc

BC Firm Designs Canada’s First
LEED Theatre
Proscenium Architecture + Interiors Inc, led by Principals Hugh Cochlin MAIBC, Thom Weeks MAIBC and
Jennifer Stanley RID, has created the new design for the
Vancouver East Cultural Centre, a venerable ﬁxture on
Vancouver’s arts landscape. The new design will feature
water-eﬃcient landscaping using drought tolerant, native low-maintenance planting that will not require
irrigation; regional, recycled and sustainable building
materials and low-emitting materials to reduce indoor
air quality problems. The development is a two-phase
project, starting with new rehearsal spaces and administration oﬃces and ﬁnishing with a new lobby and
studio theatre to seat 100. The current building, which
houses a 300 - seat theatre, will be upgraded during the
ﬁrst phase of construction.
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Vancouver Intern Architects and
Designers Recognized
Several local Designers and Intern Architects have been
named by Canadian House & Home magazine as the
leaders of the new generation of Canadian interior and
product designers.

Ada Bonini RID and Cheryl Broadhead RID (Janet Baxter Photograph)

:: winter kudos

Molo design - Soft Wall

Molo Design’s Softwall room divider, made of paper,
has been chosen for New York’s Museum of Modern
Art’s permanent collection. Arbel, an Intern Architect, is becoming well known for developing new
d products. His 14ABC203b
series lamp designs have been licensed
to
two
prominent
manufacturers. Bob’s Your
Guarantee Corp.
Uncle has developed a reputation for their whimsical,
lighthearted designs.

Molo design (Barry Gnyp Photograph)

Congratulations to Stephanie Forsythe IA.AIBC and
Todd MacAllen of MoloDesign, Ada Bonini RID and
Cheryl Broadhead RID of Bob’s Your Uncle Design
and Omer Arbel IA.AIBC.

Your competition will be green with envy.

T H E 5 Y E A R OR 10 Y E A R RG C
GUA R A N T EE IS YOU R BEST
PROT ECT ION ON T H E ROOF!
RCABC has earned the trust of Architects, Developers,
Municipalities and companies throughout the building
industry, because of our higher standards.
Not only does RCABC set professional standards for
the roofing industry, it supports them with a Guarantee
Program. Only an RCABC Contractor can provide the
5 Year or 10 Year RGC Guarantee that gives clients peace
of mind. Doing more with less often means ensuring
quality and durability for the long term. Choosing an
RCABC Contractor is the financially responsible decision.
ROOFING C ON T R AC TORS A S SOC I AT ION OF BRI T ISH C O LUMBI A
9 734 - 201s t St r e e t

Langley

Phone: 60 4 - 882-9734
Email: roof ing@rcabc.org
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Br it ish Colu mbia
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Omer Arbel IA.AIBC; above: 14 series light design (Michael Boland Photographs)

We guarantee it!

gallery ::

AIBC Architecture Centre Gallery: 2006 Highlights
The Architecture Centre Gallery experienced one of its
busiest years yet with hundreds of members and the
public attending exhibitions throughout the year.
In January 2006, a monumental show was mounted in
1. conjunction with the West Vancouver Public Library.
The Poetics of West Coast Modernism made its debut
at the gallery and the opening was one of the best-attended events in the history of the gallery. Featuring a
book signing with Barry Downs and the luminous Fred
Hollingsworth, literally hundreds of members came to
celebrate the work of these two pioneering architects
and view the panels on display in the gallery. The Poetics show proved to be so popular that it was mounted
again in Victoria for our Vancouver Island members to
appreciate. It is hoped that future shows will also travel
to other parts of the province and perhaps nationally.
The spring saw another book opening come to the gallery. Local author and Governor General literary award
nominee Timothy Taylor chose the Architecture Centre
2.
to launch his new book, Storyhouse. Set in Vancouver
and written with several characters as architects, this
book saw success on bestseller lists nationwide. The
gallery was once again inundated with architects and

C a n a d a

M o r t g a g e

a n d

members of the public coming together to celebrate art
and architecture.
As with previous years, the Gallery has generously donated time and space to some worthy groups for their
exhibitions. The Arts Umbrella, UBC Environmental
Design students and the graduating class from BCIT’s
Architectural Sciences program all showcased work at
the Architecture Centre.
Other shows during 2006 included Malaspina Printmakers; Doghouse Vancouver; Luminosity – the Art of
Painting with Light; picture: architecture; and the award
winners from the 2006 AIBC Architectural Awards.
The shows were prominently featured in the media and
drew both tourists and residents of the Lower Mainland
to the gallery. As the starting point for the majority of
the summertime Architectural Walking Tours, the gallery has hosted hundreds of people and attempted to
enhance their knowledge of architecture as an art form.
The AIBC would like to thank all members for their
ongoing support of the Architecture Centre Gallery
and hopes to see even more members at gallery openings in 2007.

H o u s i n g

C o r p o r a t i o n
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Need help with
building envelope issues?
3.

Building Envelope Rehabilitation:
Consultant’s Guide $129.95 Product # 62305
Based on extensive research, the Guide provides builders, renovators
and other contractors with essential information on rehabilitating woodframe buildings. Filled with technical drawings and photographs, topics
include visual examinations, design issues, building codes and tendering.

www.cmhc.ca/od/?pid=62305

Building Envelope Rehabilitation:
Owner-Property Manager Guide $89.95 Product # 62307
Developed specifically for owners and managers of properties in the
coastal climate of BC, the Guide provides a detailed walk-through of the
rehabilitation process. Plans, budgets and checklists are also included.
www.cmhc.ca/od/?pid=62307

4.
1. Dorothy D. Barkley, AIBC Executive Director
with John Patkau MAIBC.
2. Architectural Photographs Exhibit.
3. Tracey MacTavish MAIBC and Matt Hessey IA.AIBC
with a friend.
4. Malaspina Printmakers Exhibit.

Call 1 800 668-2642 or visit www.cmhc.ca to order and
to view our full range of housing research and information.

Celebrating 10 years
of partnering with the Canadian
housing industry to find solutions
to building envelope issues.
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Gra n d Art

• Earn ALL 18 learning units for 2006/2007 by coming to the Conference

• Four Seasons Hotel Vancouver BC

2007 Conference
• Look for registration information in early 2007 April 26 - 28

Making a Difference:
Architecture in the Pacific Northwest

DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 23, 2007
You are invited to submit completed concrete projects to BC Ready-Mixed
Concrete Association’s 2007 BC Awards for Excellence in Concrete
Construction. Category finalists will be announced in March 2007 and
CONNIE Awards will be presented to the winning project teams at the
CONNIE Gala Evening on May 3, 2007 in Vancouver, BC.

www.bcrmca.bc.ca/awards

Winning projects featured from the 2006 Awards for Excellence in Concrete Construction
SFU Residences & Dining Hall, pictured above, is the 2006 Grand ‘CONNIE’ Award winner.
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