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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

More often than not, progress is measured in small steps. This is something that architects 
know only too well. Be it erecting a new building or changing a century’s worth of history, it 
inevitably involves patience, persistence and a shared vision for success.

For several years now, a primary focus of AIBC Council has been to bring about changes that 
will move the Architects’ Act, the provincial legislation that governs our profession, into the 21st 
Century. Despite an obvious and agreed-upon need for legislative change, this has not been a 
simple or expedient task.

That said, the Joint Task Force for Legislative Change is definitely making progress. Both the 
Building Designers Institute of British Columbia and the Interior Designers Institute of British 
Columbia have been side-by-side with the AIBC in pursuing this shared vision – part of which 
would see both organizations become part of the AIBC family, a reflection of the modern-day 
reality of the design sector. The door has now opened for BDIBC members to become part of 
the AIBC family in the months ahead, with IDIBC members expected to follow in short order. 
It marks a historic and important direction for the organization, one that takes us one step 
closer to our ultimate goal.

The relationship that has developed between the AIBC, BDIBC and IDIBC is an example of 
collaboration in the truest sense. Despite divergent histories and distinct – sometimes com-
peting - interests, we have been able to find the common ground: increased protection of the 
public interest, and improved recognition and opportunity for our collective memberships.

It makes sense, then, that the theme of the 2008 Annual AIBC Conference, April 24-26, is 
Collaboration: Singular Perspectives, Shared Vision. It acknowledges that rarely is success a solo 
venture. Be it the unwavering synergy of a diverse design team or innovative problem-solving 
with those outside the sector, the positive outcomes are usually shared. The truth is, success 
usually feels better that way.

For AIBC Council and the Joint Task Force for Legislative Change, it feels like success is 
almost within reach. Our latest target date for the new legislation is Spring of 2009. Until then, 
AIBC Council and our partners in the BDIBC and IDIBC will press on, demonstrating the 
leadership, persistence and collaboration needed to turn this vision into a reality. As always, 
watch this space.

David Wilkinson MAIBC

AIBC President

President’s Message

David Wilkinson MAIBC

AIBC President
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The arrival of 2008 signifies the end of one of the busiest and most successful years for the 
practice and profession of architecture in British Columbia. From the AIBC’s vantage point, 
this prosperous period is not likely to end any time soon. Sure, the pace may moderate and the 
focus change, but the momentum will continue with new opportunities and directions unfold-
ing. This is exciting news for firms and practitioners. The challenge for AIBC Council and staff 
continues to be that of identifying how to strengthen the profession by supporting your efforts. 

The AIBC shared in the success of 2007. The annual conference was both well-organized and 
well-received. Membership numbers climbed to a new high, especially in the Intern Architect 
category. Compliance with mandatory continuing education was nearly absolute. Innovations 
and improvements to various institute programs resulted in better, more timely service to 
members. Scholarship programs through the University of British Columbia and the British 
Columbia Institute of Technology were expanded, with many post-secondary graduates finding 
placements even before leaving school. 

This past year also saw the Act Enforcement Committee move from the aegis of the 
Registration & Licensing Department to the Professional Conduct Department, where it 
works with and receives direction from Thom Lutes LLB, AIBC’s Director of Professional 
Conduct. The renamed Illegal Practice Committee has successfully pursued breaches of the 
Architects Act in record numbers while promoting education and collaboration with municipal 
officials, our partners in compliance.

The long gestation of the Practice Standards Consultation Service (PSCS) concluded in 2007. 
This service, formed to assist firms with acquiring improved management skills and adopting 
more successful business practices, is now operational. With the participation of experienced 
members as practice consultants, it promises to be one of the most valuable practice supports 
the institute has developed.

The 2007 year saw the institute strengthen its links to the provincial government, working with 
representatives from the ministries of the Attorney General, Advanced Education, Economic 
Development, Educations, Health, Housing, and Finance to advance the interests of the 
public, the profession and the practice of architecture. While the results to date are varied, the 
relationships and understandings are certainly stronger.

Nationally, the organization also took on an increased leadership role on many regulatory 
matters. Past AIBC Treasurer Kiyoshi Matsuzaki was chosen to be President of the Royal 
Architectural Institute of Canada. AIBC Past President Stuart Howard became the BC/Yukon 
representative to the RAIC while continuing to represent Canada to the National Council of 
Architectural Registration Boards as well as the Committee of Canadian Architectural Councils’

Executive Director’s Message
A Constructive Year: Building Relationships, Forging Connections, 

Developing Trust, and Shaping the Future

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Dorothy D. Barkley

AIBC Executive Director
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
Tri-National Committee. AIBC President David Wilkinson assumed a lead role on a number of 
national issues. A renewed AIBC Council assumed an activist posture not seen for many years. 

Even with this climate of change and growth, the institute’s emphasis remains that of meet-
ing the contemporary business and practice standards required to serve the public interest and 
maintain public support. Of particular importance are continued efforts to change the Architects 
Act. With our commitment to bringing about new legislation on behalf of the profession, the 
challenge has been to create a sense of urgency within government. In that regard it might be 
said we are hindered by a robust economy and a profession that has always held itself to the 
highest of standards.

Still, we continue our efforts with the knowledge that current legislation does not provide pub-
lic assurance given its inability to address contemporary practice, modern business and conduct 
expectations or current registration and licensing standards – not to mention a large component 
of the built environment that remains entirely unregulated and unprotected from unqualified 
designers. The AIBC met repeatedly with a receptive Minister of Advanced Education Murray 
Coell over the past year. He shares our concerns, as well as our hope to see new legislation 
move forward as early as 2009. 

On a similar front, the Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of British 
Columbia (APEGBC) is also seeking legislative change, a situation that will likely see the AIBC 
and APEGBC moving forward in tandem with similar aims and goals. 

It should also be noted that the AIBC’s Joint Task Force for Legislative Change traveled to 
Victoria this past year to meet with and gather feedback from the AIBC Island Chapter as well 
as representatives from the interior designers, landscape architects and building designers.

The past 12 months also saw the design and construction industry focus a great amount of time 
and energy on the provincial government’s Modernization Strategy, which includes AIBC repre-
sentation. Despite its promise to significantly benefit the public, the industry and the profession, 
the MODSTRAT (as it had become known) became the victim of competing government pri-
orities and has been shelved until following the next election, much to the dismay of the coterie 
of committed participants. Similarly, shared efforts by the AIBC, APEGBC and Consulting 
Engineers of British Columbia to bring about a reduction in the limitation period were also 
set aside. Notwithstanding the stalled outcomes, these initiatives provided good opportunities 
to work closely with government, industry representatives, stakeholders and partners to build 
stronger relationships and position ourselves for future success.

Progress was made with regard to the Ministry of Economic Development’s Trade Investment 
Labour Mobility Agreement (TILMA) with Alberta, which promises to simplify greatly the 
process of registration for architects from neighbouring jurisdictions. Following consultations 
with the Alberta Association of Architects (AAA), Association of Professional Engineers, 
Geologists, and Geophysicists of Alberta (APEGGA), and APEGBC, the AIBC and APEGBC 
met with provincial representatives in Victoria to present a united front. The result: a simple, 
three-page joint application form, now available on-line, that permits immediate cross-border 
registration by members in good standing. 

The institute also made changes to its current rule application and introduced innovations 
that succeeded in facilitating the process for registering foreign-trained architects. Numerous 
meetings with Minister of Economic Development Colin Hansen and other ministry repre-
sentatives facilitated an expedited process to recognize and register foreign-trained architects 
in BC. A new category of membership was developed, support committees were created, and 
new programs for group orientations and firm visits were introduced. Ministry support came in 
the form of funding for on-line resources. Most recently, all 11 Canadian jurisdictions agreed 
upon the need for a national standard that would base professional recognition on experience in 
addition to education. A task force, headed by representatives from British Columbia, Ontario 



and Quebec met in Vancouver. Its efforts resulted in a program that will soon be put forth for 
national acceptance. If successful, it will create reciprocity across Canada for B.C.’s alternatively 
qualified registrants for the first time.

This progress reflects the improving relations amongst the various provincial representative 
bodies. All 11 jurisdictions are in agreement as to the value of positive interaction and have re-
newed regular meetings. The most recent, held in Gatineau, Quebec, resulted in task forces to 
study the role and effectiveness of the Canadian Architectural Certification Board, the recogni-
tion of qualifications for foreign-trained architects, and a review of the Intern Architect (IA) 
program. The latter remains an area of concern across all jurisdictions as the trend continues to 
see an unprecedented number of IAs yet fewer than ever registering.

The AIBC Council has devoted much time and consideration to this very issue, seeking an-
swers to what prevents or dissuades IAs from registering. Consultation with IAs is taking place, 
and a plan for bringing together firms, members and IAs in focus groups to examine the issue 
is currently under development. In the meantime, more emphasis has been given to recognition 
of newly-registered Intern Architects, including an enhanced 
induction ceremony. 

Also on Council’s agenda: ensuring all architects take respon-
sibility for stamping and sealing their own work, whether or 
not they are partners or shareholders. The participation of 
members, especially IAs, is welcomed.

All in all, it was a remarkably busy year for the AIBC, with the 
promise of another one ahead. None of the representations 
made or initiatives undertaken would have been possible 
without the advice, participation and support of AIBC mem-
bers, council representatives and staff working in partner-
ship. Without the support of our members, there would be 
no AIBC. We could not govern the profession without the vision and direction of the AIBC 
Council. It is through the efforts of dedicated staff that we are able to deliver programs and 
support to our membership. Together we strive, for the benefit of our members, the profes-
sion and the public interest. We learn continuously from each other, and benefit from the 
success we achieve on each other’s behalf. 

It is both an honour and a pleasure to work on your behalf. I thank you for the opportunity, 
and look forward to added success in the year ahead.

 Dorothy D. Barkley

AIBC Executive Director 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

“The AIBC met repeatedly with a 

receptive Minister of Advanced 

Education Murray Coell over the past 

year. He shares our concerns, as well 

as our hope to see new legislation 

move forward as early as 2009.”
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BCCOL: AN OPEN DIALOGUE

Set within a larger community context, this 
property is the only non-profit low income 
seniors’ housing site in West Vancouver. 
With funding assistance from the federal, 
provincial and municipal governments, 
Kiwanis Seniors’ Housing Society of West 
Vancouver created a sustainable infrastruc-
ture within one site. 

The Kiwanis Manor project was designed to 
push the boundaries of traditional seniors’ social 
housing models with a distinctive contemporary 
West Vancouver “post and beam” aesthetic.

To create a community of care for low 
income seniors presented a challenge which 
resulted in architecture that symbolically and 
functionally evokes a sense of harmony and a 
celebration of their aging in place. Maximizing 
density, phasing and the relocating of tenants 
from the existing structures required careful 
building positioning and a solid masterplan. 
Community voices and municipal height 
constraints necessitated an extensive design 
approval process. Limited financial resources, 

Kiwanis Manor 
by Charlene Kovacs MAIBC

The integrated landscape and architecture of the Kiwanis Seniors’ Housing 

project provides a quality that continues the best traditions of West 

Vancouver’s architectural design, particularly the pioneering post-war 

architecture that sheltered many of its residents’ most active years.

rising construction costs and a province-wide 
need for additional senior’s housing and 
assisted living created a serious time commit-
ment for project completion.

The design was based on a four-level wood 
frame structure and an interlocking system 
of vertical and horizontal planes. Repetitive 
exterior building elements of brick and har-
die board provided an economic use of high 
quality, durable, low-maintenance materials. 
A flat roof with large overhangs for rain 
protection presents a low building profile 
which echoes the building’s horizontal 
gesture. Timber roof trellises offer daylight 
and reflect the post-war detailing. The 
building envelope assemblies and rainscreen 
are designed outside the structure, a feature 
not normally achieved on low-rise, wood-
framed social housing structures in Canada.

Through the functional programming of 
dining and social activities, the design of a 
2500 ft2 central gathering pavilion encourages 
interaction and participation within the entire 

FIRM PROFILE

Images courtesy of VIA Architecture Inc.
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site. Covered walkways and seating areas on 
outdoor terraces take advantage of beautiful 
ocean views, the North Shore mountains and 
mature courtyard landscaping. Through full 
height windows the penetration of natural 
daylight creates a sense of indoor/outdoor 
transparency to the terrace gardens. Glulam 
beams and cedar posts, a language sym-
bolic of the existing landscaping, supports a 
northern sloping roof and brings warmth to 
the room. 

The building exceeds the stringent 
Independent Living BC Guidelines for 
non-profit housing design construction 
standards. It offers 76 fully accessible and 
adaptable one bedroom units, 30 assisted 
living and 46 independent living spaces. 
Each unit is situated to take advantage of 
ocean, city and water views. Additional 
amenities include a commercial kitchen, 
commercial laundry, activity centre, salon, 
bathing room, meeting rooms and offices. 
Defined low slope exterior pathways, level 
courtyards, and flush threshold building 
entries all respect accessibility. Paving pat-
terns and site lighting in conjunction with 
parking access off the lane encourage a safe 
pedestrian courtyard environment. 

Completed in August of 2007, Kiwanis 
Manor redefines seniors’ living on the 
North Shore. As one tenant enthused: “I’m 
not just living in a new home, I feel like I 
am living in a five star hotel.”

Project Team
Lead Design Architect: Charlene Kovacs MAIBC, VIA Architecture Inc.

Principal in Charge: Graham McGarva MAIBC, AAA, AIA, LEED®, 

     VIA Architecture Inc.

Design Consultant:  Bev Nielsen BID, Nielsen Design Consultant Inc.

Development Manager: Joffre Pomerleau, 

     Innovative Housing Consultants Inc.

Consultants
Landscape Architect: Gerry Eckford MBCSLA Principal 

     Eckford & Associates Landscape Architecture Inc.

Structural Engineer: Julien Fagnan PENG, Fast & Epp Structural Engineers

Mechanical Engineer: Willie Perez PENG, Stantec Inc.

Electrical Engineer:  Tony Porter PENG, Stantec Inc.

Civil Engineer:   John Kupskay PENG, Paragon Engineering Ltd.

Building Envelope:  Jamie McKay PENG, Morrison Hershfield Ltd.

General Contractor:  Bernard Godler PENG, Construction Manager, 

     Progressive Builders Ltd.
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The 1% Solution
by Sandy Hirshen HON.AIBC

The Latin phrase Pro Bono Publico, regularly shortened to pro bono, means 

“for the public good”. It is often used to describe professional work under-

taken voluntarily and without pay, as a public service. It is distinct from 

traditional volunteerism in that it leverages the specific skills of profes-

sionals to provide services to those who are unable to afford them.

Just over a year and a half ago, at the AIBC/
RAIC Festival of Architecture, I urged the 
profession to revisit the current AIBC guide-
lines of Professional Conduct. 

Basically, pro bono services are “rendered 
without fee for the public good, intended for 

a client who will suffer 
noticeably if architecture 
services do not inter-
vene”. [Editor’s Note: 
The reader’s attention 
is drawn to the AIBC’s 
Code of Ethics and 
Professional Conduct in 
reference to Bylaw 34.16 
and rulings/commen-
tary thereunder, in order 

to understand the current regulatory environ-
ment and attitude which allows and encour-
ages pro bono services under stated conditions].  
The guidelines permit pro bono work through 
an architectural firm but focus on individual 
action by an architect. My intention, however, 
is to promote this kind of work in a way that 

addresses the entire profession so as to make 
it more integral to practice with potential 
broad benefits to individuals and firms.

Funded in part by the National Endowment 
of the Arts, The 1% Solution Program has 
recently emerged within the United States. 
The program challenges architectural firms to 
pledge one percent of their time, pro bono, for 
service to the “public good”. Approximately 
130 firms have signed on to the program, 
which represents a modest commitment of 20 
hours per year, per employee, to the program.

One underlying argument against pro bono 
work that remains relevant today is that for 
the past 30 years, mainstream architecture 
has rejected political and social engagement 
through advocacy as being too difficult to 
sustain. This position is reflected in the cycli-
cal nature of the profession and the reasser-
tion of artistic freedom unfettered by social 
and economic constraints. This position 
was articulated in 1965 in Complexity and 
Contradictions in Architecture when Robert 

THE 1% SOLUTION

“While architects have contributed their 

time and energy to ‘good works’ on an 

ad hoc basis, the profession has not 

had a formal mechanism to support and 

recognize pro bono work.”
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Venturi and Denise Scott Brown wrote that 
“The architect’s ever-diminishing powers 
and his ineffectiveness in shaping the whole 
environment can be reversed by narrowing 
his concerns and concentrating on his own 
job. Perhaps their relationships and power will 
take care of themselves”. 

While architects have contributed their time 
and energy to “good works” on an ad hoc 
basis, the profession has not had a formal 
mechanism to support and recognize pro 
bono work.

The 1% Solution Program suggests concrete 
ways to address this situation. The model for 
this initiative is the work that has been done 
by the legal profession, which has for some 
30 years been systematic in its approach to 
pro bono contributions resulting in distin-
guished work.

Recognition of donated services by the public 
is valuable in itself to the standing of the 
profession. There is a growing commitment 
to volunteerism in North America, refl ected 
in individual and group responses to the 2004 
tsunami, Hurricane Katrina, California wild-
fi res and other natural disasters. In addition, 
sustained efforts by organizations such as 
Doctors Without Borders, The Gates/Buffett 
Foundation, The Bill Clinton Foundation and 
Habitat for Humanity have had a successful 
impact on healthcare, education and hous-
ing on a worldwide scale. All these altruistic 
endeavours attract positive public attention as 
well as bring personal satisfaction to individu-
al participants. 

The 1% Solution web site (www.theonepercent.
org) lists resources that provide project and 
practice case studies, model contract language, 
guides for one-time projects and download-
able promotional materials. Current technolo-
gies also provide the means to link needy 
groups with potential providers of architec-
tural services.

New Mabamba Parish Church under contruction in the Kibondo District, Tanzania, Arie J. Smits Architects, is an example of architectural 

Pro Bono work. Photo courtesy of Arie J. Smits Architects.

PRO BONO PUBLICO
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The broad spectrum of architectural engage-
ment, which for some time has been nar-
rowed, makes the social equity agenda far less 
accessible to those working in our field. The 
1% Solution offers the prospect of rebalance. 

So there is a well established, systematic model 
of pro bono work created by the legal profession 
which can be used as a new model within our 
profession – The 1% Solution program.

The success of this systematic model in the 
legal profession bodes well for our own. It 
deserves our full attention.

For more information on current AIBC policy, please refer to Bulletin 52, 

Item 6.1 Policy Focus: Pro bono Services. As stated on the 1% Solution 

web site “The profession as a whole has never encouraged pro bono 

service as a fundamental obligation of professional standing – or as an 

integral component of a healthy business model”. For more information, 

please visit www.theonepercent.org. 

This article has been written to invite discussion and feedback 

regarding pro bono work. The author welcomes feedback at 

communications@aibc.ca.

The 1% Solution web site also recognizes 
several issues, such as liability, but states 
that “none of these significant issues are 
insurmountable, as shown by the successful 
establishment of a pro bono tradition in the 
legal profession”.

Listed benefits of pro bono work to the profes-
sion include:

A tool in the recruitment and retention of  
staff members
A professional development and mentoring op-
portunity for junior and senior staff alike
A method for improving staff morale and firm 
culture; and
A way to diversify their portfolios by gaining 
exposure to new project types and markets 

Improvement in staff morale touches on a 
more significant issue, namely the current 
gulf between satisfying individual needs and 
making a commitment to building community 
through participation. This is not to suggest 
that pro bono work is a panacea to address a 
larger issue. However, direct participation in 
serving the needy can be a meaningful avenue 
that leads to enhanced satisfaction at work.

»

»

»

»

THE 1% SOLUTION

“So there is a well established, 

systematic model of pro bono work 

created by the legal profession 

which can be used as a new model 

within our profession – The 1% 

Solution program.”
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My table is well balanced as I write this re-
view. On my right, this 576-page collection of 
international house projects; on my left, two 
study guides for my impending “Pre-Design” 
registration exam. While I could certainly use 
more time, the timing could not be better. I 
find myself attuned to the factors that led to 
the design solutions in these house projects, 
and keep turning the pages with randomness, 
curiosity and renewed inspiration of how truly 
breathtaking architecture can be.
 
The 200 projects featured in Residential 
Designs for the 21st Century, An International 
Collection are very much in their “post-design” 
phase: real projects on real sites, built for and 
by real people. Each is illustrated briefly with 
a short written description, photographs, basic 
drawings and project details. Organized primar-
ily by continent and country, and while inclu-
sive of many projects, places and architects, the 
contents are weighted with special attention 
given to homes found in California, Brazil, and 
German-speaking Europe. 

I find the need to distinguish projects by 
their national geographic location an arbitrary 
logic, no different than as if it was had been 
done alphabetically. I would have preferred an 
architectural logic, such as described on the 
back of its book: “seaside, energy-efficient, 
hilltop, geometric, tiny, narrow, prefab, modu-
lar, in-ground, slope-side, elevated, floating”. 

The book is precise in how it chooses to suc-
cinctly cover its projects, and by doing so, it 
shrouds architectural beauty in built mystery. 
I find myself wanting to know how an ele-
ment is detailed, how a project is oriented on 
its site, or what budget made it possible. Be 
forewarned that this is a kind of luxury sample 
book that simply whets one’s desire for more.
 
As a catalogue, however, it is not an impartial 
listing. Although entitled “Residential Designs” 
the focus is wholly on detached dwellings. 
There is the underlying sense that the best 
and proper place to reside or “sit back” is in a 
house. Bold and beautiful in their surfaces and 

Domestic Deceptions and Desires 
by Lisa Kwan IA.AIBC

Review of Residential Designs for the 21st Century, An International Collection
ed. Casey C.M. Mathewson, Firefly Books, 2007.
 

spaces, these projects resonate out towards 
vast and glorious views, while neighbours are 
perceptually cropped off the page. 

While there are few indications of occupation 
within the houses depicted, there are certainly 
global implications of this building type as 
being appropriate to all places and capable of 
satisfying our domestic desires. With equabil-
ity a house in Beijing is listed with an area of 
17,216 square feet. Another house in West 
Hollywood is described with a program that 
includes “parking garages, a screening room, 
gymnasium, wine cellar, and a dance lounge 
complete with mirrored ball, DJ station and 
bar”. Unless such projects extend out to the 
public domain, they represent a substantial 
ecological footprint. 

Given its ubiquity and diversity of form, the 
house is presented as a very yielding form for 
individual architectural expression of mate-
rial and spatial wealth. However, as I read in 
my Pre-Design study guide, programming is 
a driving factor in the architectural project. If 
there is little awareness of the dependent re-
lationship between the architectural program 
and sustainability, I wonder what and for 
whom a so-called “globally-oriented” archi-
tecture of isolated dwellings is intended to 
serve and promote. Much of the 21st Century 
remains to be seen. However, our future 
architectural path towards sustainability is 
evident and highly anticipated.
 
The usefulness of this book is truly found 
in its fragmented nature. Its intent is to be a 
visual reference of contemporary houses for 
those in the design industry, and it does this 
well. All of the projects within are representa-
tive of the pursuit of architectural excellence, 
and as a source for inspiration, expanding 
one’s architectural vocabulary and helping to 
visualize aspects that one might be consider-
ing for his/her own project. Rich with images, 
it is an excellent book to keep close at hand, 
challenging preconceptions as to what a house 
can look like, and how it might be built.

BOOK REVIEW
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Woodwards Rising 
by Sean Ruthen IA

It has always been my hope that the idea of 
architecture would be simultaneously linked 
with that of benevolence. A new book about 
poverty and homelessness in our present day 
world – shockingly around the one billion mark 

– was the subject of a recent John Beardsley 
article in Harvard Design Magazine. Planet of 
Slums, written by Mike Davis and released last 
year, comes on the heels of the 2003 United 
Nations’ program (The Challenge of Slums) 
which concluded that one billion people “live 
in circumstances that fit the classic definition 
of slums”, with the worst conditions being 
found in Mumbai, Mexico City, Dhaka, Lagos, 
Cairo, Karachi, Sao Paolo, and Shanghai. 

While mere numbers alone prevent Canada 
from approaching this level of dispair, there 
does exist a shockingly high amount of 
child poverty and homelessness in our first 
world country and its “world class” city of 
Vancouver. 

At the same time it seems the phenomenologi-
cal carpet has been whisked out from under 

the enterprise of architecture, as Heidegger’s 
notion of “dwelling” could not be further 
removed from the real estate market of the 
Lower Mainland. 

From post-war housing programs to the 
International Building Exhibition in Berlin, 
world architecture continues to put its best, 
benevolent foot forward. Case in point: recent 
housing projects for New Orleans, includ-
ing the work of Thom Mayne and MVRDV. 
Architecture for Humanity hosts the Africa 
Challenge, which encourages a community 
of a quarter million youth to engage in the 
design of a media center and recording studio. 

While the poverty and apparent hopelessness 
on modern city streets is equally formidable 
for architects and planners alike, it should 
be addressed no differently than the medical 
profession’s crusade against cancer or HIV. 
Post-Bilbao architecture would do well to 
rethink the commoditas of its Vitruvian trinity, 
and look to the humanity of its cities the 
same way we look at their sustainability and 

It sat as a physical reminder of what was, and what could have been. The 

former Woodward’s building in downtown Vancouver, left to fester while its 

future remained undecided, had become a symbol of the desperation that is 

Vancouver’s Downtown East side.

Where some see nothing but poverty and dispair, there are those – such 

as Larry Beasley and Jim Green – who see opportunity and hope with the 

Woodward’s redevelopment project at its core.

COVER
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anthropo-sustainability of sorts.

Larry Beasley, a former City of Vancouver 
Director of Planning, spoke recently about 
affordable housing, “nimbyism” and home-
lessness in Vancouver at a luncheon put on by 
the Urban Design Institute. He told the 500 
people present that if they wished to maintain 
the current prosperity of metro Vancouver, 
they must act now. No longer a civic official, 
Beasley is now able to call things as he sees 
them. He identified four problems that he was 
attempting to overcome while with the city 
and that are still apparent: 

Homelessness – more ideas are still 
needed to overcome the shameful state 
on our streets.
Lack of affordable housing – for the 
working middle class, i.e. less than $1000 
a square foot. 
Lack of available office and commercial 
space – in the central business district. 
The bonus system.

Under the bonus system, development is 
given increased FSR for providing amenities. 
More often than not, these amenities take 
shape as a street edge reinforcement such as 
an art gallery or, in its worst instance, as a 
pool or spa referred to by one architect at a 
recent design panel as “street killing occupan-
cies”. This is an issue that current Vancouver 
Director of Brent Toderian also finds inher-
ently problematic. Toderian and Beasley both 
agree that building such amenities should be 
a requirement rather than an incentive to the 
developer. Perhaps the city could turn this 
item on its head by offering bonus FSR for a 
developer providing affordable housing. 

Beasley’s message was not entirely doom and 
gloom. Having now done similar planning 
work for cities the world over (most notably 
in Abu Dhabi), he was able to counter his ob-
servations of crises with a poignant remedy: If 
Vancouver planners, architects and developers 
have the courage to act, the world could see 
the most formidable city in 2010. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

COVER

West Tower with green screens and Sky Balcony. 

Image courtesy of Henriquez Partners Architects
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What Beasley considers most crucial is the 
need for continued teamwork between govern-
ment and development, and to continue rein-
forcing this partnership. The vehicle for this 
relationship is the notion of “eco-density”.

We have been hearing a lot about eco-density, 
but it really has not appeared with any great 
presence in Vancouver. While the elements 

of it have been here for 
some time (i.e. dense 
communities with strong 
neighbourhood cen-
tres, as seen in the areas 
around Coal Harbour 
and the former Expo 
lands), it is the element of 
affordable housing that 
continues to be elusive, 
along with the adjunct of 

diverse demographics, most notably the mix-
ing of economic classes.

Another problem Beasley sees is the perpetu-
ation of “nimbyism” along with the self-re-
inforcing mentality that “if it’s good for me, 
it’s good for society”. He suggests that cities 
like Vancouver needs to ask constituents 
some tough questions such as: “What kind 
of alternative housing would they like to see 

in our communities - whether it should be 
cooperative, rehabilitative or low income?” 
He points out that it will be the diversity of 
available housing, not just the sheer volume, 
that matters most over time. 

Another possibility suggested by Beasley is 
the use of incentives for new market housing 
to include a low income housing upgrade 
component. Having recently returned from 
abroad, Beasley noted that the word on the 
street is that Vancouver is quickly becoming 
a resort for the rich. 

He suggests it is imperative that this trend 
be reversed by introducing what he calls 
a “third sector”- housing heavy with non-
market stock. One suggestion is to create 
a market for buying units of housing to be 
sold later at a lower amount, specifically for 
getting people into a market they could not 
otherwise enter. It goes without saying that 
the ramifications for not providing afford-
able housing to a working population could 
be devastating. Beasley notes how, during 
his travels, he saw modern instances of 
cities that are continuing to build high-end 
housing in areas that had not addressed 
their social problems, with predictably cata-
strophic results. 

“Having recently returned from 

abroad, Beasley noted that 

the word on the street is that 

Vancouver is quickly becoming 

a resort for the rich.”

The Woodward’s site during its demolition. Image courtesy of Danijela Zutic
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Finally, he spoke to the issue of the cul-
tural vacuum that often develops in the 
cores of North American cities, specifically 
in Vancouver where the Central Business 
District has been emptied of commercial 
activity while office buildings get converted 
into slick, marketed residential projects. By 
bringing cultural amenities – universities, librar-
ies, museums and a retail component – back to 
the hearts of the city where they should be, a 
strong urban center can be assured. 

While with the City of Vancouver, Beasley 
envisioned three “cores” for the community, 
with their epicentres being the present down-
town CBD, Central Broadway, and False 
Creek East. Though the CBD has seen some 
recent reinvigoration as its adjacent “resort” 
communities flourish, it is False Creek East 
that city planners patiently await to come to 

fruition. The new frontier is no longer with-
out, it is within. In Vancouver, the direction 
of the promised land is to the east. 

Beasley’s final words were his most poignant: 
government will not go far enough on its own 
to engage change – it remains with the planners, 
property managers, realtors, and architects to go 
the rest of the way.

Beasley’s return to Vancouver undoubtedly 
included a visit to a very emotionally charged 
downtown construction site. Bounded mid-
way between Cambie and Abbott, Hastings 
and Cordova, there has appeared a mélange 
of concrete and cranes. Here is the vehicle of 
change, the metaphor manifest for the brave 
new world in Vancouver, eco-density writ 
large for the whole world to see. 

It is perhaps brazen to reconstruct such a 
sensitive spot in the city’s fabric, the gaping 
hole left by the demise of the Woodward’s 
department store. The departure of 
Eaton’s and other similar retailers had left 
Vancouver’s downtown shopping arcades va-
cant. Other Canadian cities are also gasping 
for air in the vacuum of eBay and Amazon. 
While a computer savvy generation may 
marvel at a society run rampant with shop-
ping malls, it forgets that department stores 
like the Bay and Sears are not just brands 
that appear on the peripheries of our online 
shopping pages. As architecture, they present 
the decorated shed in the full Venturi sense, 
the uncarved block to be impressed with the 
whorl of life. 

As Delphi was to ancient Greece, so 
was Woodward’s the navel of the Lower 
Mainland. It drew from all demographics 
and ethnicities in its short century-and-a-half 
history. Contributing to this, of course, was 
its proximity to Strathcona, which remains 
today one of the most ethnically diverse 
areas of Vancouver. 

Woodwards was a communal condenser in 
its day. Shoppers from all over the Lower 
Mainland visited this spot in the city, despite 
some of the horrific living conditions on 
adjacent streets, and lingered on the sidewalks 
along Hastings to window shop. The annual 
Christmas display was famous. If one con-
trasts this with Stan Douglas’ Every Building 
on 100 West Hastings, it is clear what the 
disappearance of this behemoth retail store 
meant to the adjacent area. It is the new aspi-
ration of Henriquez Partners and Westbank 
Projects/Peterson Investment Group to 
return the communal condenser to the city.

I recently spoke with Jim Green, a former city 
councillor and the most vehement spokesper-
son for redevelopment of the Woodward’s 
site. His Dominion Tower office adjacent to 
Victory Square overlooks the construction 
below. I was surprised to learn that since the 
retail store closed in 1993, there have been 
more than 4000 consultants to this project 

– perhaps not so surprising when considering 
how emotionally charged this half-block of real 
estate has become. 

Conceptual model view from Abbott and Hastings. Image courtesy of Henriquez Partners Architects
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Our conversation explored the notion of 
integration versus gentrification in the area. 
Green noted that his definition of gentri-
fication is probably different from most. 

“Gentrification is really when there is no 
reciprocal relationship with the developer,” 
he explains. Citing Gastown’s Van Horne 
Building as an example of how not to build 
in the Downtown Eastside, he suggests that 
the passage of time has been kinder to this 
development, which was initially out of scale 
with the neighbourhood, offered incentives 
that were unrealistic, and turned its back on 
the people actually living 
in the area. Now it is 
home to the people that 
live in the area and is, he 
suggests, the essence of a 
successful social hous-
ing component in the 
Downtown Eastside. 

As Green sees it, there are 
currently three options 
for people in the area: the street, Single Room 
Occupancy (SROs) and social housing. The 
social housing components, which can only 
improve the dire straits the other two options 
present, are constantly at risk by a demographic 
he calls “blade runners” who leave as soon 
as they’ve cleaned up their act and found a 
decent job, moving to other areas in the city. 
He points out that when General Motors Place 
opened, some 250 local residents living in 
social housing on the adjacent area were given 
jobs. Many left for other shores once they 
started working. 

It is this demographic that Green suggests 
needs to remain in order to give the neighbour-
hood its life. As he stated in a 2005 interview, 

“the Downtown Eastside needs to be integrated 
with middle income housing, community 
services, university space, an open plaza, treat-
ment centres, and design features to enhance 
play, public use and transportation access. We 
don’t just build boxes and collect rent – we 
design in community values so people start to 
take pride in their neighbourhoods.”

Much has been said already about the 
fineries of the project - it is on the City of 
Vancouver’s web site, and Helena Grdadonik 
wrote a comprehensive article, “Woodwards 
Takes Shape” for The Tyee in May of 2006. 
Green also cites Gregory Henriquez’s recent 
book, Towards an Ethical Architecture, as a 
source of aspirations of the Woodward’s site. 
Green has now worked with Henriquez on 
two social housing projects in the Downtown 
Eastside, a winning combination he hopes 
will continue with Woodward’s, for here is 
the first real opportunity to integrate the local 

population with the mar-
ket, to establish a model 
for eco-density, and to 
finally present a new 
alternate to the podium 
and tower typology. 

Nowhere is this more 
evident than in the 
architect and developer’s 
demotion of the pent-

houses, which have taken a backseat to two 
rooftop gardens accessible by both the non-
market and market residents. The communal 
condenser, which will be supported at the 
street level by Simon Fraser University and a 
new London Drugs, will also be aloft, alluring 
neighbours to communally enjoy the spectac-
ular view of sea and mountains in the open air. 

What stands to be perhaps the most success-
ful part of this project, but is often forgotten, 
is that when the ribbon is cut, it will demon-
strate the teamwork of community and politi-
cians, architects and developers alike. 

As Downtown Eastside resident and activist 
Lee Donohue was recently quoted as saying, 
the success of the Woodward’s development 
in Vancouver could become a replicatable 
model for similar communities across not 
only North America, but the world over. It 
will also be a triumph for those like Green 
who have fought long and hard to ensure 
that it remains a part of the community that 
surrounds it, and provides an option for 
affordable housing much like he was able to 
find when he moved into the area in 1972. 

“We don’t just build boxes 

and collect rent – we design 

in community values so 

people start to take pride in 

their neighbourhoods.”

View of the Woodward’s construction site as seen from Jim Green’s 

Dominion Tower office. Image courtesy of Sean Ruthen.
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THE NEW GENERATION
BUILDING MATERIAL

THE NEW GENERATION
BUILDING MATERIAL

D-BLAZE® Fire Retardant Treated 

(FRT) wood is a new generation 

construction material for 

weather-protected applications. 

Its extremely low hygroscopic and

corrosive properties make it a 

superior choice for use whenever

FRT wood is required.

D-BLAZE FRT wood is non-blooming

and colorless. It qualifies for use in

accordance with major building

codes and insurance rating bureaus.

Wood treated with D-BLAZE is

paintable, stainable, easy to handle

and workable with common tools. 

In most cases, FRT wood systems

have lower in-place costs than other 

noncombustible-classified materials.

WEST FRASER SALES LTD.

D E P E N D A B L ED E P E N D A B L E
P E R F O R M A N C EP E R F O R M A N C E

D-BLAZE fire-retardant treat-
ed products are backed by a
50-Year Limited Warranty
against structural failure due
to strength loss caused by
high temperature and high
humidity conditions. (See War-
ranty for details.) D-BLAZE
treated products are fire
resistant, durable, non-corro-
sive, non-hygroscopic (AWPA,
type A), non-blooming, paint-
able, stainable, easy to handle
and workable with common
wood working tools.

D-BLAZE treated products
carry an “FR-S” rating under
UL classification, exhibiting a
flame spread and smoke rating
of 25 or less. D-BLAZE FRT
wood meets or exceeds the
guidelines for testing con-
struction materials as set forth
in the new International Build-
ing Code as well as all major
building codes and insurance
rating bureaus. 

T E S T E D  A N DT E S T E D  A N D
A P P R O V E DA P P R O V E D

D-BLAZE products meet or ex-
ceed guidelines established
by the:

• CSA 080.20-97

• CSA 080.27-97

• ULC standard
CAN/ULC-S102

• ULC standard
CAN/ULC-S102.2

• International Code
Congress (ICC) - Legacy
Report 562

• IBC (International Building
Code)

• International Conference of
Building Officials (ICBO)
ES No. 5180

• ASTM D5516

• ASTM D5664-95

• ASTM E-84

• National Fire Protection
Association (255)

• Underwriters Laboratories,
Inc. #723

C US

A P P L I C AA P P L I C A T I O N ST I O N S

For additional product information,
contact Linus Clark at 403-638-1108

WEST FRASER
TREATED

D-BLAZE fire-retardant lumber and plywood can be used in a
variety of interior or weather-protected applications including: 

• roof trusses • floor trusses • roof decks and sheathing
• subflooring beams and purlins • blocking and furring
• interior nonload-bearing partitions • studs • paneling • joists
• architectural millwork and trim • exterior and load-bearing

walls.

Consult local building codes to determine specific permitted uses.

D Blaze West Fraser ARCH BC ad  10/10/07  9:14 AM  Page 1
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Drawing on old world decor for inspiration, 
Bob’s Your Uncle Design (BYU Design), an 
interior design firm located in Vancouver, 
created a space fit for the most fashionable 
of fashion lovers. Eden Boutique, located 
in the heart of Vancouver’s Yaletown, is 
designed to reflect the high fashion sense 
and trendsetting tastes of its target clientele. 

The project’s challenge was to create an 
elegant upscale retail store showcasing unique 
and exclusive designer clothing sourced 
from around the world. Although this was 

Style for Sale
by Ada Bonini RID

Located in the heart of Vancouver’s Yaletown, Eden Boutique is the backdrop 

for a veritable visual feast of fashion and style. 

owner Kerri Anderson’s first retail store, she 
wanted to evoke a well established, “jewel 
box” feel, creating a foundation upon which 
her new company could build and grow.

The design criteria called for a classic, elegant 
design that could be encased in an exist-
ing heritage commercial retail unit. Each 
element within the space was to empha-
size the unique and special merchandise 
it displayed. It was also imperative to cre-
ate a functional retail store that uniquely 
displayed the merchandise. The millwork 

Image coutesy of BYU Design. Copyright Ed White Photographics

INTERIOR DESIGN
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within was designed to be movable and 
portable – no items were to be left behind 
were the store to ever change locations. 

The concept focuses on creating an old 
world boutique shop featuring mod-
ern fashions. This is emphasized by 
extensive use of mouldings, chandelier 
fixtures, and antique furnishings re-inter-
preted to meet the palate of the space.

The work and retail flow are also driving 
factors in the design. Because it is a multi-
level space, sightlines are paramount. A 
consideration to loss prevention, the cash 
desk is situated centrally and given a circu-
lar form to allow for the staff to monitor 
all areas of the store. Each element was 
designed with sightlines in mind, while of-
fering a varied approach to merchandising 
goods. Tables are utilized along with full 
height wardrobes, mid-height dressers and 
hanging units. Mirrors are suspended with 
cables at the railing area to allow for clear 
views to the fitting room area without creat-
ing an intimidating shopping experience. 

Several non-changeable elements of the 
space proved challenging at first, but in 
the end create a feel of tension. The old 
world millwork juxtaposed with exposed 
beams and brickwork is a unique textural 
and layered effect. Dropped ceilings in key 
locations allow for a feeling of intimacy.

As with most compact retail locations, 
lack of storage space was one of the big-
gest challenges. As a solution, the design 
team created storage within millwork dis-
play units. They also added a feature wall 
at the back of the store, which at its face 
displays a beautiful Italian tile mosaic while 
hiding a storage unit on the back side.

All in all, this upscale boutique is a styl-
ish addition to BYU Design’s portfolio.

Image coutesy of BYU Design. Copyright Ed White Photographics
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Revit® is a new approach to building informa-
tion/modeling design software. I have been 
exposed to Revit® for two years now, and seen 
it gradually implemented on most projects in 
the office. It was developed for architecture 
and complements our way of thinking. That 
said, it is a new way of doing things and con-
sequently requires a different approach to the 
standard AutoCad methodology.

So what are the differences? Well, to begin, 
Revit® is an object-based program, a move 
away from the old notion of layers. Each ob-
ject comes with its own group of properties 
and information to create not only drawings, 
but Building Information Modeling or BIM 
(what would we do without acronyms?). 
Each component or assembly is actually a 
three-dimensional object within the model 
being developed. 

This is an important consideration; Revit® 
has, for the most part, abandoned the notion 
of “just drawing lines”. A BIM depiction 

has properties and information that parallel 
the proposed built form. This may not be a 
new concept, but Revit® has taken it to the 
next level. For instance, during schematic 
design one can call up quantities and areas of 
each component or assembly to facilitate the 
development of budgets, or analysis by other 
disciplines. If properly implemented, it also 
means that, by the end of design development, 
fundamental aspects of coordination have 
already been addressed prior to initiating the 
contract document phase. Since the software 
also signals any conflict, such considerations 
as structure, HVAC systems and light fixtures 
are now integrated.

Revit® is a truly powerful tool which, when 
embraced, can provide significant advantages. 
For example, the system can generate both 
door and finish schedules. Change the door 
size, or remove a door, and the schedule 
reflects this automatically. In addition, the 
cross referencing of drawings becomes simpli-
fied and accurate. Building and wall sections 

Revit Review
by Greg Miron AT.AIBC

I rarely have discussions about software. Lately, however, I’ve found myself 

considering the benefits of a particular CAD software, and the impact it 

may have on certain aspects of architecture. 

Construction drawings live in a digital 3D environment which enables 

the architect to work with the engineering disciplines at early stages to 

identify the optimal solutions which will be coordinated across all design 

and construction drawings. Image courtesy of Omicron Architecture 

Engineering Construction Ltd.

REVIT REVIEW
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are generated by cutting through the model. 
Once placed on a sheet, they are tagged to 
the section reference in the plan. Th is holds 
for plans, sections, elevations, isometrics and 
other various ways of viewing or depicting 
aspects of the building. Th ough I am still 
reluctant to fully trust the digital approach 
to coordination, I must admit it has signifi -
cantly reduced the overall time necessary to 
check documents.

Another interesting aspect of Revit® is its abil-
ity to integrate with ESpec® and Timberline®. 
Again, by the end of design development the 
information within the BIM can generate a 
draft specifi cation or a detailed construction 
cost estimate. Since each component contains 
information and properties, the programs are 
able to generate their base specifi cation or 
estimate. While this does not eliminate the 
need for the knowledge and attention of a 
professional, it certainly reduces the necessary 
resources while taking some of the tedium out 
of the equation.

Revit® has also developed a similar program 
specifi cally for structural and mechanical con-
sultants. Th e real challenge will be integration. 
Th ough fi ve people within three disciplines 
may be working on the same project, only one 
fully coordinated building model is created. 
In an integrated setting, this means “fudging” 
becomes nearly impossible. It also boosts the 
hardware necessary to deal with the additional 
information. Signifi cant RAM and a smoking 
server are defi nite assets.

Th ough somewhat of a Luddite who still enjoys 
a fat pen and trace, I have come to appreciate 
Revit® and its many effi  ciencies. It is both a 
design and technical tool that can be custom-
ized to suit each offi  ce’s standards in a relatively 
fl exible manner, and its three-dimensional 
approach allows for quick understanding of the 
building design. Th e one thing it still requires, 
however, is the quality input and thought that 
only we humans can provide.

Image courtesy of Omicron Architecture Engineering Construction Ltd.

REVIT REVIEW
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To initiate an act of architecture is to initiate 
a dialogue: What is around it, and what is its 
purpose? There is an institutional context to 
BCCOL and the surrounding campus, as well 
as the function of the building, that is about 
learning and dialogue. Further out, the build-
ing connects with the city and the surrounding 
hills, valleys and rivers. Ultimately, it fosters a 
dialogue far greater in geography and philoso-
phy due to the very nature of open learning.

BCCOL is a base for the delivery of post-sec-
ondary programs to students throughout the 
province. Courses and programs are available 
both on-line and through more traditional print-
based distance learning methods. The centre’s 
3700m² site includes the university’s main cam-
pus server facility, a videoconference studio, in-
formation technology department, Institutional 
Development Resource Group and offices for 
approximately 180 TRU faculty and staff.

Howard Bingham Hill Architects led the 
design team in creating a facility that would 
be adaptable while fostering collabora-
tion between the users. At the same time, it 
needed to follow the design standards of the 
University Campus Master Plan.

The tectonic properties prevalent in the 
university campus style are strong institutional 

elements of giant brick, curtain wall construc-
tion and metal cladding. A signature curved 
element serves as an iconic feature, which is 
present in many of the buildings on campus.

The site chosen for the building was an exist-
ing surface parking lot. It was very small, and 
access was limited due to the proximity of 
a huge embankment on the south side. The 
project team worked hard to achieve a small, 
efficient footprint. The resulting building 
emerges from the carved-out site, evolving 
into a four-storey structure that minimizes the 
imprint at ground level while commanding a 
presence from the neighboring commons.

In addressing the site issues early on in the 
design process, the design team was able to 
create and maintain ecosystems. Not only 
does the use of native trees and groundcover 
requiring low maintenance and minimal water 
benefits the site ecosystems, it also enhances 
the building’s performance. The exterior south 
elevation steps out as the floors move up 
the building, maximizing shading and solar 
control. There is a delicate balance struck by 
the amount of solar gain and the sun angle 
depth to reach workstations that are directly 
adjacent to windows. A clear and compelling 
structure is employed, and an expressive use of 
natural light and volumes allows the interplay 
between exterior and interior.

BCCOL: An Open Dialogue
by Mara Sinclair MAIBC

The BC Centre for Open Learning (BCCOL) is the newest addition to 

the Thompson Rivers University (TRU) campus in Kamloops, B.C. It is a 

building about construction and structure, about the expressive possibility 

of these two components, and about how the architecture responds to its 

current cultural context. 

Project Team
Architect:    Howard | Bingham | Hill Architects

Structural:    Pomeroy Engineering Ltd.

Mechanical:    HPF Engineering Ltd.

Electrical:    Falcon Engineering Ltd.

Civil:     True Consulting Group

Geotechnical:    Cullinane and Powell

Construction Manager:  PCL Constructors: West Coast

Quantity Surveyor:   Spiegel Skillen and Associates 

Programmer:    Resource Planning Group

FIRM PROFILE
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By using recycled office landscape systems, dy-
namic, dramatic, involving and moving spaces 
were created. This brings about interplay with 
the building’s users while opening up to light 
and the landscape of the campus beyond.

The design process also involved intensive 
meetings with the different user groups in-
volved. These discussions underscored the need 
for a space that remains open and flexible to the 
changing, evolving needs of the university.

As the project was programmed and designed 
in 2004, there were no requirements for 
including specific LEED practices. Although 
the resulting building is not LEED certified, 
there are many areas in the project that met 
LEED requirements simply as a result of good 
building practice. 

Unfortunately, cost escalation and volatile 
uncertainty in the construction industry at the 
time of the project necessitated budget cuts in 
order to keep the project on track. This was 
done in creative, innovative ways. A construc-
tion management firm was hired to find the 
best value and budget certainty given the 
provincial government’s funding limitations. 
This group worked together with the design 
team to provide a well-managed schedule and 
produce the greatest value for costs incurred, 
including budget constraints, contingencies, 
alternate scopes, schedule and phasing. The 
process was comprehensive and transparent, 
both at pre-construction and during the con-
struction period. 

Overall, BCCOL was a challenging but suc-
cessful project that managed to meet the rigor-
ous budget requirements of the government’s 
value analysis process while maintaining a 
spirit of artistic expression, employing ground 
scale institutional forms and materials that 
respond well to its surroundings.
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From 1889 to 1984 the Don Valley Brick 
Works was one of Canada’s pre-eminent 
brickyards. At its peak the Brick Works 
produced more than 43 million bricks a year, 
and was largely responsible for providing the 
material that gave Toronto its distinctive brick 
character after the Great Fire of 1904 and 
through the first half of the 20th Century.

Today the Brick Works is a 40-acre site that 
includes a 12-acre ‘industrial pad’ contain-
ing 16 abandoned masonry and steel build-
ings as well as the Weston Quarry Gardens, 
created in 1996 by Toronto Parks Forestry 

and Recreation and the Toronto and Region 
Conservation Authority. 

The Quarry Garden has been transformed 
into a wonderful if somewhat hidden, land-
scaped oasis primarily accessed via the indus-
trial pad that serves as the public face for the 
site as a whole. 

Evergreen, a national not-for-profit organiza-
tion with a mandate to enhance our under-
standing of the importance of nature in our 
growing cities, has been selected by the City 
of Toronto and the Conservation Authority 

Old Bricks, Green Fix
Aldrich Pears and Associates

A Toronto brick factory finds new life as a centre for urban renewal and 

sustainable design.
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as the organization to lead the redevelopment 
of this unique site.

In bringing the site to life, Evergreen Brick 
Works will utilize green design using the site’s 
physical diversity to demonstrate a wide range 
of sustainable practices, methods and tech-
nologies. These include:

Demonstration gardens showcasing 
the latest innovations in school ground 
greening, restoration of public lands 
and pesticide-free home landscaping; 

Responsible water management, in-
cluding rainwater capture for garden 
irrigation, washrooms, ice rinks and 
construction of a storm-water manage-
ment pond; 

Environmental best practices showcas-
ing the newest technologies from green 
roofs and solar panels to living walls 
and geothermal heating; 

A Ravine Centre that encourages and 
enables visitors to find, explore and 
steward the 26,000 acres of ravine that 
make Toronto unique; 

Interactive displays and paths that help 
visitors learn about geology, industrial 
heritage, ecology and urbanization; 

A food experience that shows lo-
cal foods as a positive alternative to 
unsustainable fast food and “factory 
farms,” with gardening and cooking 
programs designed to both entertain 
and educate; 

One-of-a-kind cultural spaces for 
special events, theatre performances, art 
exhibitions, film, conferences, music, 
weddings, and more; and 

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

Four seasons of outdoor fun, includ-
ing four kilometres of walking trails, 
wetlands and wildflower meadows. In 
winter, garden paths will become skat-
ing trails.

In order to develop such a dynamic site, 
Evergreen selected a large, multi-disciplinary 
design team including architects, landscape 
architects, interpretive designers, engineers, 
ecologists and artists, led by Joe Lobko of du 
Toit Architects Ltd./du Toit Allsopp Hillier 
(reference list of team members below). 

“This design for Evergreen Brick Works 
reflects the work of a team whose diversity 
of perspectives and experience parallels that 
of the place itself,” says Lobko. “This is a 
challenging project on a number of levels 
starting with its rich industrial history and the 
many challenges and opportunities of adap-
tive re-use, the need to restore the landscape 
within the industrial pad as part of an ongoing 
re-greening of the Don Valley, the need to 
address the site’s location within a flood 
plain, as well as the tremendous ambition of 

» the Evergreen program and its desire to help 
us look forward towards a more sustainable 
future.”

The design has evolved from an 
understanding of the site that includes:

The inherent potential implied in the 
confluence of Evergreen’s mandate to 
bring nature back into our cities and 
its new national home in the heart of 
Toronto’s Don Valley, one of the city’s 
most significant natural features; 

An understanding of the site as a village, 
and all that this suggests with respect to 
diversity of form, use and space; 

An understanding of the 16-building 
industrial pad as a threshold between 
the primary space of the Don Valley 
and the eddy-like sanctuary of the 
quarry garden beyond and the need 
to ensure that this transition become 
as porous as possible with respect to 
the development of landscape and the 
movements of visitors to the site; and 

»

»

»

OLD BRICKS, GREEN FIX

Above: The redevelp 

connect the site with the Don Valley.

Opposite: The only new b 

surrounding landscape and built history.
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An approach to adaptive re-use and 
new building design which emphasizes 
a light touch and a loose fit, with the 
aim of ensuring the adaptability of the 
site to changing ideas of program and 
occupation for many years to come.

The recently-annouced design scheme pro-
poses the adaptive/reuse of all 16 buildings 
currently on site, the development of a range 
of public spaces, and 
the insertion of a new 

“incubator” building 
within the base of an 
historic storage facility 
to house Evergreen’s 
new home as well as 
the offices of com-
munity organizations, 
on-site partners and 
like-minded social or-
ganizations. This new 
building, designed by 
Diamond and Schmitt 
Architects, is intended 
to become LEED-
Platinum certified 
and demonstrate how 
leading-edge sustain-
able design strategies 
can be incorporated 
into a “living” build-
ing that can accommodate an ever changing 
expression to reflect the goals of Evergreen 
and the unique architectural and ecological 
heritage of the site. 

By including Vancouver-based interpretive 
planners AldrichPears Associates as part of 
the design team, Evergreen ensures that the 
restoration of these 16 heritage buildings 
will capitalize on this unique opportunity to 
educate people on the important role nature 
plays in providing a healthy and enjoyable life 
in urban environments.

If Bricks Could Talk
Projects involving adaptive reuse and sus-
tainable building design provide a unique 
opportunity to educate the public on 
responsible building practices while inspiring 
behavioral change. 

Through interpretation, the adaptive reuse of 
the Brick Works site will reveal the meaning 
and relationships of Toronto’s natural and 

» cultural heritage. Buildings on the site retrofit-
ted with green features provide additional in-
terpretive opportunities. Through interactive 
displays, visitors learn more about the green 
roofs, solar panels, living walls, geothermal 
heating and naturalized landscape of the Brick 
Works site. 

AldrichPears Associates (APA), specializing in 
planning and design for visitor centres, muse-

ums, science centers 
and other cultural 
attractions, worked 
with Evergreen and 
other members of the 
design team to de-
velop an interpretive 
plan for the site. The 
plan illustrates how 
the themes of nature, 
sustainable design, 
culture and history 
are interpreted for 
visitors. The basis 
of the plan evolved 
from an APA-fa-
cilitated visioning 
workshop involving 
Evergreen, its part-
ners and the project’s 
stakeholders. 

Isaac Marshall, a principal at APA, explains 
why an emphasis on community consultation 
and partnership development was critical for 
a successful, effective plan: “The potential 
constituency is huge. This project is emotion-
ally charged for many people. Neighbours, 
former Don Valley Brick Works (DVBW) 
employees, Evergreen staff, potential partners 
and collaborators, artists, and marginalized 
communities all have a vested interest in how 
it turns out. The key way to make sure all per-
spectives are represented is to invite everyone 
to participate in the design process. When we 
hear directly from the constituents what their 
needs are we can provide complementary ex-
periences that contribute to their community.”

As far as interpretive planning goes, the site 
offers many learning opportunities. “Every ele-
ment of the site is a story waiting to be revealed,” 
says Marshall. “ [This] history can help us under-
stand who we are and where we’re going.” 

The trails lead visitors past the layers of natural 
resources that provided the raw materials for 

Core Goals:
The Future of Cities - Evergreen Brick Works’ programming 

will challenge its visitors to examine how the smallest and 

largest decisions influence the environment. It will foster ideas, 

discussions and solutions, integrating sustainability into every 

facet of urban life.

Social Enterprise - From programs specifically geared to at-risk 

youth to the commitment to a self-sustaining operating plan, 

Evergreen Brick Works will be an incubator for new ideas, cre-

ating economic, social and environmental benefits and returns.

Heritage Preservation - Evergreen Brick Works will honour and 

build on the site’s deep archaeological, industrial and natural 

significance by adaptively re-using existing heritage buildings 

and by animating the historical treasures it contains.

Connecting Communities - As a gathering place for individu-

als and families to learn about the ravine ecosystem, local 

foods, native-plant gardening, green design and much more, 

Evergreen Brick Works will enable people to come together to 

bring nature back to our cities.

OLD BRICKS, GREEN FIX

By including Vancouver-based 

interpretive planners AldrichPears 

Associates as part of the design 

team, Evergreen ensures that the 

restoration of these 16 heritage 

buildings will capitalize on this 

unique opportunity to educate 

people on the important role nature 

plays in providing a healthy and 

enjoyable life in urban environments.
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the bricks that built the city. At the same time, 
these layers reveal the geological history of the 
region. In addition, “[the] buildings and equip-
ment that have been off-limits to the public for 
so long are brimming with industrial and cul-
tural significance,” says Marshall. “For example, 
the DVBW was primarily staffed by new immi-
grants to Canada. What a unique opportunity 
to reflect on their challenges and draw parallels 
to contemporary immigrant experiences!”

For Evergreen, the Brick Works site is an 
opportunity to show how “nature and culture 
influence the design of our cities, and how 
human actions in turn are influencing the 
environment and our urban fabric”. 

While building a relationship between visitors 
and the site’s historical, cultural and natural 
riches, Evergreen will also draw attention 
to their own work in the community – one 
which “engages people in creating and 
sustaining healthy, dynamic outdoor spaces”. 
To facilitate all these goals, APA developed 

PROJECT TEAM

Architecture

du Toit Architects     Team Lead   

Diamond and Schmitt Architects   Building 12 

E.R.A. Architects     Heritage Architects  

Landscape Architecture

du Toit Allsopp Hillier    

Claude Cormier Architectes Paysagistes   

Public Art/Design Assistance

Ferruccio Sardella      Visual Artist     

David Dennis Design     Lighting    

Engineering, Sustainability, Technical Assistance

Halsall Associates      Structure, Sustainability 

Stantec Consulting     Mechanical/Electrical  

Totten Sims Hubicki Associates  Civil  

CH2MHill Canada      Environmental   

The MMM Group      Flood Modelling  

BA Group        Transportation    

Curran McCabe Ravindran Ross   Costing  

Leber Rubes       Life Safety   

Dougan & Associates     Ecology    

J.S. Coulter Associates    Acoustics  

Archaelogical Services     Archaeology  

Public Interface

Aldrich Pears Associates    Interpretive Planning  

A+A Adams and Associates   Signage   

Construction Management

Eastern Construction    

Evergreen Brick Works is a $55 million project, including a $35 million con-

struction budget. The project’s design goals will be implemented through a 

long term phasing plan, with phase one opening in the Fall of 2009.

themes that will guide the stories and the in-
terpretive exhibits’ physical design: When we 
cultivate enduring relationships with nature 
we can shape sustainable cities; In Toronto, 
brick making equaled city making; Our limited 
resources make us more creative; and Nature 
constantly shapes and reshapes communities.

Ultimately, the Evergreen Brick Works site 
aims to inspire visitors to apply the lessons 
learned about sustainable urban living to their 
own lives. “If you want to inspire people 
to take action in their communities, notes 
Marshall “…you have to provide them with 
information and experiences that allow them 
to reflect on the relevance of the subject to 
their own lives. Once they realize how they 
might be affected then they will act.”

The brick-making factory that once helped 
build Toronto is well on its way to contrib-
uting to a conceptual rebuild of the city’s 
sustainable future.

Evergreen Gardens, open to the sky beneath the historic steel trusses of Building 15, is intended as a flexible outdoor space where water play and 

seasonal planting in warmer months is mixed with ice skating and hot chocolate in winter.

OLD BRICKS, GREEN FIX
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The first phase of the Telus House 
project, the William Farrell Building, 
included extensive interior and exterior 
renovations of approximately 127,000 
square feet of office and equipment 
space. The exterior revitalization 
was realized as an open, layered and 
sophisticated new “skin” enveloping 
the old building shell – the first double-
wall/triple skinned green building 
solution in Canada. 

Originally completed in 1919, the “Telus 
Building C” was a weak link in the 
block’s structural integrity, and replacing 
its upper portion with a new steel struc-
ture has allowed the complex’s remain-
ing buildings to stand on their own. The 
bold and imaginative idea involved the 
removal of five floors to create a large 
indoor atrium to act as a flexible com-
munal space. 

The 26 metre-high space incorporates a bracing system comprised of two vertical uprights with 
horizontal ribs holding each of the east and west glass walls in place. The space is enclosed 
within a new structurally-siliconed double-glazed system, which is supported by structural steel 
framing at either end. Four steel elliptical columns support cast steel arms that reach off to hold 
the cladding supported with vertical tension rods. Aluminum “claws” at the ends of these arms 
grip the horizontal mullions of the curtain wall. Horizontal steel trusses provide additional wind 
resistance. This unique design solution provides a highly original aesthetic in a visible com-
munal space. The interior space of the atrium features two glass and steel access bridges, and 
is punctuated by a dramatic open air folded-plate steel stairway, cantilevered off an additional 
elliptical column, connecting levels three through six. The stairway has a thin profile and makes 
for an expressive structural element. 

Acting as a thermal chimney, the atrium also enhances the performance of the complex’s natu-
ral ventilation system, utilizing natural sunlight as a heating source and to draw air through the 
surrounding buildings. The new atrium also substantially increases building occupants’ access to 
natural light.

Awards of Excellence:
Busby Perkins + Will: 
The TELUS William Farrell Atrium Project

BC Steel Design Awards of Excellence

PROJECT TEAM
Busby Perkins+Will: P. Busby MAIBC, M. Bonaventura IA.AIBC, L. Chester 

RIBA, B. Duffell MAIBC, M. Galloway IA.AIBC, V. Gillies MAIBC, J. Huffman MAIBC, 

H. Lai IA.AIBC, D. Philippot IA.AIBC, S. Schou BCID

Structural Engineer: Read Jones Christoffersen

Mechanical Engineer: Stantec Consulting

Electrical Engineer: Schenke Bawol, Cost 

Consultant: James Bush & Associates

Envelope Consultant: Reid Jones Christoffersen 

Audio Visual: Conceptron, Acoustics: BKL, Landscape Architect: Cornelia 

Oberlander HON.AIBC, Coordinating Architect for Seismic Upgrade: 

Musson Cattell Mackey, Interior Design: Busby Perkins+Will 

Builder: Dominion Construction 

The 2007 Celebration of Steel Innovation in British Columbia showcased 

10 project submissions with four award winners in two categories. In the 

architectural division, the Canadian Institute of Steel Construction presented 

awards to two British Columbia-based firms.

KUDOS

Image courtesy of Busy Perkins + Will
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The new $125 million, fi ve-storey Link Building is part of Vancouver International Airport’s 
(YVR) master plan to becoming the premier global gateway for upwards of 21 million passen-
gers by 2010. The building will connect the domestic and the international terminals provid-
ing operational and customer service space as well as 37 check-in kiosks, premium and group 
check-in, enhanced baggage facilities and executive offi ces for the airport authority. This will 
increase passenger, gate and ticketing capacity for YVR. The building will also serve as the point 
of entry/egress for rapid transit passengers accessing the airport. Strategically located at the 
centre of the airport, the Link Building will also serve as the “front door” to the airport.

As prime consultant, Kasian designed the new Link Building to architecturally connect and inte-
grate the terminal buildings and adjacent Passenger Pier C. Signifi cant design features of the Link 
Building include the soaring 17-metre high oval glass pavilion. The decision to create the oval 
form using steel was based primarily on the desire for a one of a kind transparent form that would 
become a visual icon at the YVR from both the exterior and interior. The structure’s transparency 
was critical to reinforce visual connections to the surrounding mountains as well as to expose the 
interior’s theme of “British Columbia Land, Sea, and Sky” to passengers approaching the airport 
from the Level 3 departures roadway.

The desire to create a unique form, distinguished from the existing rectilinear terminal structures, 
served both to resolve the disparate structural grids and geometry of the existing terminals as well 
as to create a form that would be easily recognizable as a wayfi nding element to passengers. Early 
research indicated that not only would a steel solution achieve the transparency desired, but the 
oval form, requiring a fi ve degree sloping enclosure together with a seven degree sloping roof, 
could be achieved most effi ciently in steel. Further, the round section of steel members would 
complementing the large, 40” high totem pole that will be erected within this exciting steel form.

Award of Merit
Kasian Architecture Interior Design and Planning Ltd: International Terminal Building Expansion (Link Building)

Windows Selected with Confidence

For over 20 years, quality conscious architects, 
contractors and homeowners have chosen
Vinyltek products with confidence to build and 
renovate their homes.

Vinyltek designs and manufactures top-performing, 
uPVC vinyl windows, doors and patio doors. 
For more information, visit www.vinyltek.com.

Vinyltek Heritage Series
Double Casement Window in Black Painted Vinyl

KUDOS

Image courtesy of Kasian Architecture Interior Design and Planning Ltd.

PROJECT TEAM
Owner     Vancouver International Airport Authority

Architect    Kasian Architecture Interior Design 

     and Planning Ltd

Structural Engineering  Read Jones Christoffersen Ltd

General Contractor  Ledcor Construction Ltd

Steel Fabricator   Wesbridge Steelworks Ltd

Steel Detailer   Wesbridge Steelworks Ltd

Steel Erector    Wesbridge Steelworks Ltd
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Teresa Coady, AIA, MAIBC, MRAIC, LEED® AP, Chief 
Executive Officer of Bunting Coady Architects, has been 
appointed to the British Columbia provincial govern-
ment’s Climate Action Team (CAT). The team will offer ex-
pert advice to the Committee on Climate Action to enable 
the government to achieve its goal of reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions in BC by 33 percent below current levels by 
the year 2020. 

Coady, a leading pioneer of sustainable and energy efficient 
design, is the only architect on the Climate Action Team. 
Her vision, to create “Living Breathing Buildings”™ which 
enhance, rather than harm the environment, is behind such 
landmark projects as the University of British Columbia 
Life Sciences Centre (the largest LEED® Gold laboratory in 
the world at time of completion) and the Vancouver Port 
Authority Head Office, one of the world’s first pilot proj-
ects for LEED-CI® Gold. 

Bunting Coady Architects has won over 50 awards for design quality and building performance, 
including the BOMA Earth Award on four separate occasions. The practice has more square foot-
age of new construction LEED® Gold certified projects than any other firm in North America. 
In September 2007, it was announced that all new government buildings or facilities in BC have 
to be built to a minimum of LEED® Gold, or equivalent.

Coady is excited about her appointment and feels that the Climate Action Team has a great 
opportunity to tackle climate change: “I am delighted to be part of this exceptional team,” she 
says. “A combination of public demand, ecological necessity and imminent legislation has cre-
ated a unique opportunity for us to lay the foundations for a future that we can all be proud of. 
My aim has always been to heal the earth with beautiful buildings and the time is right for us to 
make green development the norm rather than the exception.”

With a keen insight into constructibility issues, a strongly developed design aesthetic and an 
established engineering background, Coady is known for consistently maintaining architectural 
excellence with a true spirit of innovation. A past vice-president of the Architectural Institute 
of British Columbia, she has acted as an advisor to the British Columbia Energy Code and the 
National Energy Code. She is a member of SB08 (Sustainable Buildings 2008) ‘Team Canada’, 
which is charged with showcasing Canadian achievements to the World Sustainable Building 
Conference to be held in Melbourne, Australia in September 2008. Coady is also a past recipient 
of the YWCA Woman of Distinction award.

Teresa Coady to Represent 
Architects on Climate Action Team 

KUDOS

Image courtesy of Bunting Coady Architects
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IN MY OPINION

Canadian poet/musician Leonard Cohen, who happened to 
hang out there at the time, was contemplating the loss of a 
paradise when a bird sat down on the wire upon which he 
was looking. The bird had no idealized concept of what para-
dise should look like; the wire was just a convenient place 
from which to look upon what was going on below. Like 
a true artist, Cohen listened to the teaching of the bird and 
gave us one of his most famous songs.

Since immigrating to Canada from Germany in 1975, I 
have noted the high appreciation of my Canadian col-
leagues for “regional expression of architectural form”, 
“context”, “fitting in” and such. It doesn’t bother me that 
the built reality I observe does not reflect this heightened 

sensitivity; that’s just human. What bothers me is that the virtues preached seem to tolerate as 
little questioning as motherhood and apple pie. 

Invariably discussions among architects around context and regional identity tend to focus ex-
clusively on form. A recent architectureBC article (“Expression of Form in the Central Okanagan”, 
Fall 2007) is a good example. In it, author Pat McCormick explores how formal guidelines can be 
distilled from a region’s natural and cultural environment to aid the development of a regionally 
identifiable architecture in a region that has grown too fast for its own good. 

I have grown up in the context of quaint villages and the strong re-
gional identities North Americans seem to idealize so much, and have 
seen the other side of it. I’d like to offer a second, pragmatic perspec-
tive, much like that bird on his wire. 

Architectural context is formed by buildings and the way they are ar-
ranged around each other. Our immediate impression is of form, and 
when we are unhappy with what we are seeing, we offer suggestions 
to change it so it will make us happy. Here is the fundamental flaw: 
beauty has resisted every attempt to be defined by generally accepted rules. How we perceive 
and appreciate form is the result of one’s personal genes, history and experience. 

I have not witnessed a single discussion on the beauty of a piece of art, a building, or urban situ-
ation that has achieved a consensus that was not there at the beginning. Some see beauty in har-
mony, in buildings being similar to each other and blending into nature, others love excitement 
and counterpoint. Some great paintings violate all academic theories of composition and colour, 
others that have followed all the rules are bland and boring, and vice versa. And yet, anytime we 
are dissatisfied with our built environment, I see someone struggling to develop formal guide-
lines that are designed to help but end up being useless at best, aesthetic tyranny at worst. 

Architecture Meets the Bird on a Wire: 
Some Thoughts on Architectural Regionalism in Canada
by Florian Maurer MAIBC

When electricity first came to a small Greek island, with it arrived power 

poles, substations and transmission lines.

“Beauty has resisted every attempt to be defined 

by generally accepted rules. How we perceive and 

appreciate form is the result of one’s personal 

genes, history and experience.”
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IN MY OPINION
That there is a connection between man’s cul-
ture and his environment is obvious, but can 
a feeling of “predominance of the earth over 

the sky”or “anthropomorphic 
characteristics of mystery” 
really explain Scandinavian 
building tradition? I find it 
too esoteric and distracting 
from reality. I suggest that 
the “forested landscapes of 
Northern Europe” supplied 
the building material, the 
climate the incentive, and 
human ingenuity the way 
to transform them into the 
buildings we see. And is it not 
obvious that the “harmony, 
equilibrium, confidence and 
self-assurance” Norberg 
Schultz sees in Mediterranean 
building culture would be 
the result of a benign climate 

that allowed its people to build prosperous, 
cultivated and extensive empires when others 
had to struggle? Nothing beats prosperity and 
power to foster self-assurance!

In his attempt to glean formal rules from 
nature, McCormick uses terms like “a sky not 
having an overwhelming presence”, tension 
of vertical and horizontal building propor-
tions, buildings’ “superiority” or “deference”, 
“domination of sky”, etc. These words mean 
different things to different people, and rules 
based on these terms can never be of practical 
value nor have general acceptability. And why 
would a region’s “relaxed culture, oriented to 
tourism and a recreational lifestyle” and the 
associated “casual quality” best be expressed 
by “curvilinear or segmented elements”? I 
have seen some mighty playful and relaxed 
buildings using straight lines, and some highly 
unrelaxed ones using wavy ones.

Let’s not mistake the horse for the cart: 
where architecture is concerned, well-being 
is the horse, form the cart. When they’re 
happy, people’s buildings express it. The pre-
requisites for psychological and social well-
being are prosperity, sound environment, 
harmonious social relationships, absence of 
stress, etc. I believe that any dissatisfaction 
with architectural form, regional or general, 
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“What we are seeing around us is exactly 

the architectural identity we deserve: the 

same Starbucks® storefront in Halifax 

and Vancouver tells us that our ‘region’ 

spans from coast to coast, and that we 

have grown together, are mobile, have 

lost the desire for surprises, and prefer to 

patronize businesses whose owners we 

don’t know.”
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is really a response to gross deficiencies in 
those qualities. 

Let’s just think of urban sprawl, pollution, 
homelessness and marginalization of the less 
mobile. The architectural responses we are 
belabouring reflect our shortcomings. A big 
box store in a sea of asphalt in a car-choked 
strip mall is still a big box store in a sea of 
asphalt in a car-choked strip mall, whether it 
is dressed up in Tudor or a modernist steel-
and-glass box. The forms we choose are the 
mirror of our attitudes.

The desire for regional identity is based on an 
anachronism, unless we can define “region” 
in a way that fits our reality. At a time when 
transport was by foot, ox cart or horse, where 
the reach of the local economy was restricted 
by the difficulties of terrain, speed of travel 
and territorial boundaries, the development 
of regional identity was automatic and its 
spatial extension limited by force. Can you 
see how this would change in a country where 
the average family moves 2-1/2 times across 
the continent in its lifetime, where we can fly 
from coast to coast in five hours, and where 
we routinely buy goods made in China? 

What we are seeing around us is exactly 
the architectural identity we deserve: the 
same Starbucks® storefront in Halifax and 
Vancouver tells us that our “region” spans 
from coast to coast, and that we have grown 
together, are mobile, have lost the desire for 
surprises, and prefer to patronize businesses 
whose owners we don’t know. If we truly 
cared for regional identity, we would have 

patronized local businesses instead of allowing 
the “big boxes” to drive them into extinction. 
Now that’s regional identity!

Our perception of harmony also changes with 
time: visitors to Florence today perceive a 
harmony of building styles and urban rhythm 
that gives them watery eyes. Yet 500 years 
ago, the builders whose works they now ad-
mire were seen as iconoclastic and hotheaded 
artists, often embroiled in bitter disputes with 
the Signoria over their lack of reverence for 
the governing traditions.  It’s just that from 
our distance in time and lifestyle, their differ-
ences seem minor. We see continuity where 
they saw clash.  

When people are unhappy with a building, 
they blame the architect. They rarely consider 
that we serve clients who trust us to man-
age large sums of money on their behalf. 
Without our clients we are nothing: we can try 
to convince, but in the end must deliver the 
buildings they want. Within the given param-
eters of a project we do the best we can and 
sometime, with luck, our skills, enthusiasm 
and vision are convincing and result in a great 
building.  As wonderful as these moments are, 
they are rare, and still don’t amount to much 
when it comes to a society’s well-being. 

But we do have a great chance before us. For 
the first time that I can remember, care for 
our environment has surpassed the economy 
as the prime political motivator. Architecture 
is the field in which the quickest and most 
substantial victories can be won in the race to 
save our planet.  

IN MY OPINION
Here is my vision: idle discussions of regional 
architectural form will be preempted by a vital 
search for regional sustainability. The high 
long-haul transport costs of consumer goods 
will make small, local businesses viable again.  
It will give new and substantial meaning to 
the term “regional identity”. Architecture 
has been given a rare chance to lead; let’s not 
squander it.

McCormick’s article gives rise to a healthy and 
important dialogue. My response is not from 
wanting to attack his views, which I feel are 
shared my many. His efforts to deal with the 
visual effects of uncontrolled growth are laud-
able. I just feel we must go beyond form if we 
want to understand how our built environ-
ment is created. 

A building’s success still depends on how well 
its configuration, size, aesthetics, proportion, 
etc. respond to its particular function, context 
and place in time. It demands, like all true 
art, that you go back to the proverbial “blank 
page” every time, no matter how many suc-
cessful buildings you have designed in your 
life. Join that bird on the wire. That’s all we 
can do.

Form has always followed function, it’s just 
that the functions keep changing, and with 
them our aesthetic perception. If we’re unhap-
py with form, we must change the function.  
If our cities are ugly, we must change the way 
we live.  Regional identity will follow.
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New Licensed Members:
(By completion of Internship)
Eric Boelling
Roya Darvish
Dianne Dy
James Emery
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Elena Oanta
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ECH Architecture, PS
Erik Berglund Architect 
HDR Architecture Canada Inc.
HOK Architects Corporation
Jonathan Yardley Architect Inc.
Mikko Leppanen Architect
Rod Windjack Architect Inc.
Ronald Bain Architect
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GCD Architect Inc.   Formerly: Grant Dumbleton Architect 
Richard Henry Architect Inc. Formerly: Richard Henry Architect
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Architect Circle West
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Brian R. Andrew
WZMH Architects
Collab Arch: Donald Andrew MAIBC

Joel O. Niemi
Dykeman Architects, P.S.
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New Intern Architects:
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Sarah Chapin
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Wenjun Ge
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Wai Lui
Tavis McAuley
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Khanh Tran
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Sarah Zeigler
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Eric Lee
Alexis Tanner 
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Hugh The
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Oskar Winnat

New Architectural Technologists:
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Sam Collins
David Kominek

Robert Partridge
Duncan Stamper
Wil Wiens

New Architectural Students:
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Antony Atkins  
Mike Barkowski
Ryan Bianchini   
Erik Blaschuk  
Matthew Castillo   
Nok Ka Ada Chan
Kim Sze Wing Chan 
Allan Cheung  
Chris Chin  
Susan Chu   
Howie Chuang  
Goran Djordjevic 
Joshua Ellingson
Ben Fisher  
Pak Ming Jason Fung 
Cameron Hardisty  
Adrian Kanjer  
Allan Lal   
Amy Lau  
Chih-Hsuan Lee
Michael Lee
Yanique Lee
Noel Lim
Albert Lopez
King Luk
Vienna Luke
Meaghan Lumb
Andrew MacIntosh
Tyler Martin
Pavlo Mikhyeyev
Linh Nguyen
Jae Oh  
Henry Reimer
Dong (Eric) Seo
Michelle Simister
Edmond Szeto
Sheradon Tsui
Li Yen (Rich) Tsai
Timothy Vanderhoek
Hao Yu (Richard) Wen
Daniel Wood

(Student Architecture Program)
Hendrick Guliker
Kazusa Nakajo
Ana Pena
Batya Wan

(Student Syllabus Program)
Derick Bonifacio
Ryan Cuillerier
Kirk Hodgson
Sahar Morady
Janet Nepomugeno

New Affiliates: 
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I make
it count.

At CEI we make more than buildings and interiors — we make visions reality, spaces that enhance 
life, sustainable choices everyday. Vicky makes every day a learning experience. The variety of projects, 
experienced mentors, open and collaborative environment means she can make every day count.  

CEI team members make their careers. And that makes a workplace with creativity, results, trust, 
balance and fun. If this sounds like your kind of place, maybe it’s time to make a move. 

What will you make? 
www.ceiarchitecture.com/makeamove
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Revit® software, purpose 
built for BIM, along with 
industry leading analysis 
partners, give users the ability 
to see how a building will 
behave in reality, and mini-
mize its structural reaction 
to an earthquake, before ever 
breaking ground. 

The world is rocked by 
over 100 damage-causing 
earthquakes each year, 
at enormous social and 
economic cost.

Analysis and animation of 
a design’s response to 
destructive forces gives 
users the knowledge that 
even their most adventurous 
designs can stand tall in 
the face of extreme forces 
of nature.

HOW BIM CAN HELP 
THIS BUILDING SURVIVE 
A 6.8 BEFORE IT’S BUILT. 

autodesk.com/PowerofBIM

Autodesk and Revit are registered trademarks or trademarks of Autodesk, Inc., in the USA and/or other countries. All other brand names, product names, or trademarks belong to their respective holders. Autodesk reserves 
the right to alter product offerings and specifi cations at any time without notice, and is not responsible for typographical or graphical errors that may appear in this document. ©2007 Autodesk, Inc. All rights reserved.
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